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500 dead as boat sinks in Lake Victoria 


DAR ES SALAAM (AP) — A ferry struck a rock and sank in 
Like Victoria on Tuesday, and 500 people drowned, state radio 
and journalists said. Passing ships pulled 40 survivors from the 
mter 48 kilometres northwest of the port of Mwanza and 
recovered 21 bodies, state-run Radio Tanzania said. No more 
fe k J I survivors among the 600 people aboard the MV Bukova were 
■ I RfrWpccted to be found, the station said. The ship was travelling 
m i Ms«theast from Bukoba to Mwanza, 280 kilometres away. Mwanza 
™ k f’rb Tanzania's most important port on the shore of Lake Victoria 
__ 11 rteMfing the cotton, tea and coffee grown in the fertile western 
J part of me country. The MV Bukoba is owned and operated by the 
s^tt Tanzania Railways Corporation, which sent the MV Victoria 
the freest steamer on the huge lake, and other vessels to the 
nrcoe. Radio Tanzania said. Sinx the collapse in 1977 of the East 
African community and the disintegration of die East African 
Rafrravs and Harbors Corporation, Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania 
have operated separate ferry services in Lake Victoria, 
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Muasher denies London meeting report 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Information Marwan Muasher 
saki in a statement to the press after a Cabinet session on Tuesday 
that there was no plan to hold a meeting between His Majesty 
King Hussein and Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh Saad AJ 
Abdullah A) Sabah in London. Dr. Muasher said Jordan's 
relations with Gulf stales were improving and that the Kingdom 
sent 600 Jordanians to work in the United Arab Emirates and 
another 500 would head there soon. "Our relations with Kuwait 
are returning to normal." he said, that the two countries had 
agreed on resuming direct transport between them.*’ Dr. Muasher 
said a phone call be: men Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia focused on 
bilateral ties and arrangements to hold a Jordanian- Saudi econo- 
mic committee meeting next month. Dr. Muasher said Jordan’s 
stand vis-a-vis the Israeli elections was neutral. “We do not 
support any party. We signed a peace a g reement with the Israeli 
state not any political party,” he said. 
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Holiday declared 


AMMAN (Petra) — All 
orioistries, government de- 
partments and public institu- 
tions will be closed on Satur- 
day May 25 in observance of 
Independence Day, accord- 
ing to a communique issued 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti on Tues- 
day. 


Ex-consul enters 
not-guilty plea 
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AMMAN (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka's former consul Taw- 
JSq^Abu Kbajil at the centre 
jifa “baby for sale” scandal 
'pleaded not guilty in court on 
Tuesday. Judirial sources 
said a Sri Lankan co- 
defendant, who stands ac- 
cused of selling her baby, also 
denied the charges. A third 
defendant, the consul’s 
Lebanese secretary, Andrea 
Alfred Bustani, is being tried 
in: absentia, accused of help- 
ing him sell the illegitimate 
babies of Sri Lankan house 
maids to European couples. 
Mr. Abu Kbajil is accused of 
‘trafficking in babies, faking 
official documents and illegal 
possession of firearms.” The 
trial is being held under 1929 
anti-slavery legislation which 
carries a penalty of three 
years in jail. After the pleas, 
the trial was adjourned until 
Sunday to hear witnesses. 


^Israeli parties 
^ call off mass rallies 


TEL AVIV (AFP)— Israel’s 
two main political parties 
hotly contesting elections set 
for May 29 agreed Tuesday to 
cancel their traditional mass 
rallies at the end of die cam- 
paign for fear of possible 
. mfl/taat attacks. Both the rul- 
ing Labour Party and its 
right-wing opposition rival 
Likud bowed to a police de- 
mand to call off their rallies 
planned for Monday in order 
not:to attract large crowds. 
Hundreds of thousands had 
been expected to turn out in a 
show of support either in 
Jerusalem for Likud, or in 
Yitzhak Rabin Square in Tel 
Aviv for Labour, on the spot 
where the former premier 
was gunned down in Novem- 
ber. The cost of each rally 
:±ad been put at $1 million. 
# Instead the climax of the 
campaign will be on Sunday 
when Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, who is leader 
of the Labour Party, will face 
Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu in a televised 
bead-to-head debate. 


China may conduct 
N-testssoon— U.S. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. under Secretary of De- 
fence Walter Slocombe said 
Tuesday he expected China 
would stage nuclear tests 
within the next few weeks. 
Asked by reporters if a 
Chinese nuclear test was 
possible in the coming weeks, 
Mr. Slocombe responded: 
“Yes.” The Chinese have 
made dear that they have a 
programme of (nuclear) tests 
'jk to finish and they intend to 
* finish them,” Mr. Slocombe 
said. “How many they will do 
is uncertain,” tie added. 


Arafat ends visit 
to Greece 


ATHENS (AFP) — Palesti- 
nian President Yasser Arafat 
met former Greek Premier 
Andreas Papandreou and 
Greek ministers Tuesday at 
the end of a two-day visit 
centred on the development 
of the Palestinian territory. 
Mr. Papandreou is still head 
of Greece’s ruling Pasok 
socialist party, but was re- 
placed in January as prime 
minister after battling for his 
life against illness. Mr. Ara- 
fat also met Greek Parlia- 
ment Speaker Apostolos 
Kaklamanis, who offered 
technical aid to help set up 
the Palestinian National Au- 

f thority’s new parliament. He 
had talks with Greek De- 
• - velopment Minister Vasso 
. Papandreou and about 90 
business leaders on develop- 
ment of the territory, urging 
• them to invest in infrastruc- 
ture projects. He left Greece 
after receiving an honorary 
degree from Patras Universi- 
ty- 


Baghdad sees oil deal as sign of 
end to sanctions; U.S. disagrees 

Oil-for-food accord is widely welcomed, 
but initial euphoria is over among Iraqis 


Combined agency despatches 


IRAQ ON Tuesday hailed 
the U.N. oil-for-food deal as 
a “big step” towards ending 
six years of economic sanc- 
tions but said it falls short of 
relieving people’s suffering. 

Iraqis danced in the streets 
and fired shots into the air 
after state television and 
radio announced late Mon- 
day that President Saddam 
Hussein's government had 
accepted the agreement. 

The 51 -paragraph memor- 
andum of understanding 
(MoU) signed in New York 
on Monday by chief U.N. 
negotiator Hans Corell and 
his Iraqi counterpart Abdul 
Amir AI An ban ended three- 
and-a-half months of arduous 
negotiations. 

It provides for Iraq to ex- 
port $2 billion of oil — 
around 700,000 barrels per 
day — over six months and is 
renewable if U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali con- 
firms that strict implementa- 
tion Is taking place. 

Washington described the 
deal as a humanitarian ex- 
emption to the sanctions 
which it vowed would stay 
until Baghdad complied with 
U.N. disarmament and other 
resolutions ending the 1991 


Gulf war to free Kuwait from 
Iraqi occupation. 

But Iraqi official newspap- 
er Al Jumhouriyah said: 
“What was achieved yester- 
day is positive because it 
allowed us to recover some of 
our rights and take one big 
step toward lifting the embar- 
go- 

‘Today is a day of work 
and not only of joy. Our joy 
today is mitigated. Real joy 
will come only when the 
embargo is lifted,” Al 
Jumhouriyah said. 

The Iraqi dinar, which has 
nosedived since sanctions 
were imposed after the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, 
strengthened from around 
800 to the dollar two days ago 
to 600 to the dollar on Tues- 
day, dealers said. 

However, it dipped as low 
as 400 to the dollar in the 
euphoria following the deal. 

An Iraqi economist said 
the agreement “only meets a 
tiny part” of Iraq’s needs. 

The U.N. Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation (FAO) 
in October. estimated Iraq’s 
immediate needs at 52.7 bil- 
lion. 

U.N. sources said Iraqis 
would receive the equivalent 
of 32 cents per person per day 


for food, medicine and other 
basic products if they live in 
areas under government con- 
trol and 50 cents if they live in 
the Kurdisb-held north. 

A total of 5300 million 
from the proceeds must go 
every three months to the 
fond to compensate victims 
of the invasion of Kuwait and 
another portion used to cover 
U.N. operations. 

Oil analysts and U.N. offi- 
cials said it would take be- 
tween two months and four 
months before Iraq could be- 
gin exporting oil and start 
receiving food and medicine 
as careful monitoring proce- 
dures had to be put in place. 

“Without the procedures, 
nothing can happen,” Mr. 
Corell said. 

Mr. Corell said Baghdad 
now had to submit a detailed 
distribution plan in line with 
the MoU. 

The MoU also says Dr. 
Ghali to select a “major in- 
ternational bank” to bold an 
escrow account which would 
control the revenues from the 
oil sales. 

International monitors 
would be delayed at entry 
points and warehouses in 
Iraq to ensure the “equitable 
distribution'' of the food and 


medicine. 

U.N. officials say that 
some 100-200 peole would be 
required to monitor the pro- 
cess. 

The United Nations 
announced that Yasushi 
‘ Akashi, the former U.N. rep- 
resentative in the former 
Yugoslavia, would be in 
charge of the humanitarian 
effort. Washington had criti- 
cised him for his role in the 
Balkans crisis. 

The U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mittee must meanwhile 
approve each oil sale and the 
supplies intended for im- 
portation. 

The arrangement calls for 
the bulk of the Iraqi oil to be 
exported via a twin Turkish 
pipeline, while the rest may 
pass through Iraq’s Gulf ter- 
minal, also nnder U.N. su- 


pervision. 

Iraq said Monday that a 
third route via Syria could be 
used. 

The U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations said the 
United States would act to 
stop Iraq from diverting the 
U.N.-approved oil sales earn- 
ings for “illegitimate” ends. 

“We will prevent Saddam 


(Continued on page 7l 


Arafat adviser quits Israeli 
election; Peres praises move 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A small 
Arab party headed by an 
adviser to Yasser Arafat on 
Tuesday quit the race for 
Israel’s parliament after polls 
suggested it would fail to win 
a seat. 

Party leader Ahmad Tibi 
said he did not want to be 
responsible for thousands of 
Arab votes being wasted in 
the May 29 elections that will 
decide on the fate of Mideast 
peacemaking. 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, the architect of Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 
accords, is running a tight 
race against opposition lead- 
er Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
has said he would grant the 
Palestinians limited auton- 
omy, but never statehood. 

Israel Radio said Dr. Tibi 
withdrew under pressure 
from Mr. Arafat. 

Dr. Tibi on Tuesday called 
on his supporters to vote for 
Mr. Peres in the race for 
prime minister, the second 


endorsement for Mr. Peres 
from an Arab faction on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Peres said Tuesday he 
believed Dr. Tibi had made 
right decision in quitting. “I 
think he did a wise thing ... in 
order not to diride the vote,” 
Mr. Peres said. 


This year, Israelis for the 
first time elect their prime 
minister directly and with a 
second vote choose a party. 

However, the distribution 
of seats in parliament re-, 
mains crucial because the 
winner in the prime minis- 
ter’s race needs parliament 
tary approval for bis coalition 
government. 


An estimated 45,000 votes 
are needed for one of the 120 
seats in parliament. Ballots 
for parties that do not meet 
the threshold are lost. 

“In spite of massive back- 
ing in several areas, there is a 
risk that the number of votes 
will be below the threshold.” 
said Dr. Tibi, a physician and 


long-time adviser to Mr. Ara- 
fat. 

“This would mean we are 
losing tens of thousands of 
votes and this would practi- 
cally affect the peace camp.” 

Tlie outgoing government 
rested on die support of five 
legislators from Arab parties 
who provided Mr. Peres’ 
Labour Party and its allies 
with the necessary 61-seat 
majority. 

Before Dr. Tibi’s Arab 
Movement for Change quit 
the race Tuesday, 21 parties 
were competing in the elec- 
tions. Less than half were 
expected to win a seat in 
parliament. 

Attempts to field a single 
Israeli Arab party have al- 
ways failed, due to ideologic- 
al splits or personal rivalries. 
About 450,000 Israeli Arabs 
are eligible to vote, making 
up 12 per cent of the electo- 
rate. 

Dr. Tibi's departure leaves 
three Arab parties in the 
race. 


Yemen, Eritea sign deal to 
refer dispute to arbitration 

11b agreement said this Mvereign^overtheUbnd. 


PARIS (AFP) — Yemen and 
Eritrea signed a French- 
brokered agreement here 
Tuesday to submit to interna- 
tional arbitration their con- 
flict over the strategic Hanish 
Islands at the mouth of the 
Red Sea. 

The accord was signed by 
Yemeni Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Irvani and 
his Eritrean counterpart Pet- 
ros Solomon. Egyptian, 
Ethiopian and French foreign 
ministers Amr Musa, 
Seyhoum Mesfin and Herve 
de Charctte also signed the 
document as witnesses. 

Under the accord, the two 
parties “renounce the use of 
force against each other and 
decide to settle peacefully 
their dispute on questions of 
territorial sovereignty and 
maritime borders.” 

The text said the two sides 
had agreed to establish an 
arbitration tribunal which 
would “rule in accordance 
with international law.” Ye- 
men and Eritrea agreed to 
abide by the ruling and to 
abstain from “any form of 
activity or military movement 
against the other party.” 


The agreement said this 
commitment would remain in 
force until the final ruling of 
the tribunal had been carried 
out. 

The Yemeni and Eritrean 
Minister shook hands after 
i .e ceremony at the sugges- 
tion of Mr. De Charctte. 

Eritrea captured the main 
island of Hanish Al Kabir 
from Yemen following three 
days of fighting in December 
in which nine soldiers were 
killed. 

After four months of shut- 
tling between both countries, 
French envoy Francis Gut- 
mann secured a deal on May 
1 to have the conflict submit- 
ted to arbitration. 

France maintains a military 
base in the area in its former 
colony of Djibouti. 

Dr. Iryani said in Sanaa on 
Monday that “arbitration is 
likely to ensure security and 
stability in the Red Sea and 
guarantee maritime traffic in 
this vital region for world 
commerce.'* 

“We chose the political 
battle to settle the dispute 
with Eritrea because we are 
confident of our rights to 


sovereignty over the island of 
Hanish Al Kabir,” a Yemeni 
official told AFP on Monday. 

“We chase diplomacy be- 
cause we emerged exhausted 
from the civil war,” the 
Yemeni official said. 

In July 1994, President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh’s forces 
based in Sanaa won a two- 
month civil war against 
Aden-based troops which 
tried to secede from the 1990 
onion of former South and 
North Yemen. 


The 511 -biliion cost of die 
war has added to the econo- 
mic burden faced by the 
country since 1990 when 
many of Yemeni workers had 
to leave Saudi Arabia which 
accused Sanaa of supporting 
Iraq after the invasion of 
Kuwait. 


The agreement does not 
settle the- problem of which 
country has sovereignty over 
the Hanish archipelago, but 
outlines a process for settling 
the dispute through an inter- 
national -court which should 
be formed by the autumn. 

The Hanish islands guard 
the Bab Al Man dab Straits ; 


Israel 


arrests 


32 in 


W.Bank 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The Israeli army said on 
Tuesday.- that it had arrested 
32 suspected Palestinian mili- 
tants in the West Bank in two 
days of raids. 

It said 13 Palestinians were 
arrested on Sunday night and 
19 on Monday night. 

Israel's Haaretz daily 
newspaper said the arrests in 
areas throughout the West 
Bank were the result of in- 
formation gained during the 
interrogation of top Hamas 
man Hassan Salameh who' 
was captured in Hebron on 
Friday. 

Israel says Mr. Salameh 
masterminded three of four 
suicide bombings this year 
that killed scores of people. 
Mr. Salameh's capture came 
as a boon to Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres in a dose race 
. ahead of May 29 Israeli elec- 
tions in which security is key. 

Mr. Peres’s double-digit 
opinion poll lead over his 
rival Likud leader Benjamin 
< Netanyahu was wiped out by 
the wave of suidde bombings 
in Febhiary and March that 
killed 59 people m Israel. His 
lead now hovers around five 
percentage points. 

- Soldiers shot and wounded 
Mr. Salameh at a roadbluck. 
He fled but was tracked to a 
Hebron hospital, arrested 
and moved to an Israeli hos- 
pital in Jerusalem. 

The Jewish state has been 
on heightened security alert 
for fear of fresh attacks ahead 
of the elections. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas has 
spearheaded opposition to 
the 1993 Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO)-Israel 
interim peace deal that gave 
Palestinians self-rule in parts 
of th ”fest Bank and Gaza 
Strip.. 

In a leaflet issued on Fri- 
day, Hamas vowed to avenge 
Mr. Salameh’s arrest by car- 
rying out more attacks 
against Israel. 

In a related development 
Tuesday, Turkish officials 
said Tuesday that, acting on a 
tip by Israel’s El Al Airlines, 
they took four Palestinians 
off a Turkish Air flight that 


(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Monday receives the Sir Winston Churchill Award 
from Lady Soames at a ceremony held at London's Guidhall (Reuters photo) 


King Hussein is awarded 
Winston Churchill Award 


In acceptance speech, King says peace is 
demanded by all despite differing politics 


LONDON (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein was 
honoured in London on 
Monday for his outstanding 
contribution towards secur- 
ing peace in the Middle East, 
despite repeated threats to 
his life. 

The King was presented 
with the Winston Churchill 
Award in the historic Guil- 
dhall in the city for his ser- 
vices to peace in the Middle 
East by his “tenacity and 
personal courage.” 

Sir Winston's grandson, 
Tory Member of Parliament 
Winston Churchill, -told the 
audience: “The path to peace 
has not been an easy one. 
Indeed, it is probably true to 
say that it takes more courage 
to bury old enmities than it 
does to declare war. 

“By the tenacity and per- 
sonal courage that you have 


demonstrated in the face of 
repeated threats to your life, 
you have been instrumental 
in transforming relations be- 
tween Israel, Jordan and the 
Palestinian peoples. 

“With the achievement of 
peace across the River Jor- 
dan, the possibilities for 
prosperity and cooperation 
are boundless.” Mr. Chur- 
chill said his hope was that 
Israel and Jordan might turn 
their backs on conflict and 
build a new partnership for 
the benefit of their peoples. 

The Winston Cburchill 
Award was instituted in 1987. 

In an acceptance speech. 
King Hussein said mutual re- 
spect was the basis for peace, 
which should also reflect the 
common desire of the various 
parties in the region to work 


‘King 


to meet 
Barak’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


(Continued on page 7) 


HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein was scheduled to meet 
with Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak in London late 
Monday in what Israeli re- 
ports said was an Israeli bid 
to end a strain in relations 
caused by last month’s Israeli 
military operations in South 
Lebanon. 

There was no immediate. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Regent calls on scholars to 
help restore Arab solidarity 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Tuesday urged Arab intel- 
lectuals to help restore Arab 
solidarity and revive collec- 
tive Arab action in the face of 
common challenges. 

Addressing the opening 
session of the annual meeting 
of the Arab Thought Forum 
(ATF), the Regent, said it 
had become necessary for the 
intellectuals represented in 
the forum to help establish at 
least the minimum level of 
coordination and cooperation 
among Arab countries. 

“We live in a world of 
interlinked and complicated 
social, political and economic 
interests and it is no more 
possible for each country to 
achieve progress on it own 
without cooperation with 
others,” said the Regent. 


adding that “no matter how 
big the setbacks and frustra- 
tions, they should not dis- 
courage us from rebuilding 
solidarity and achieve in- 
tegration among the Arab 
states.” 

“The road ahead is difficult 
and arduous and shrouded 
with anxiety and uncertainty. 
But this must not prevent the 
intellectuals from pooling 
their ideas and efforts to help 
the nation pursue the path of 
progress and help the Arabs 
live in democracy and 
guarantee everyone's human 
rights," added Prince Has- 
san. 

“Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990 brought about a real 
tragedy to the whole Arab 
Nation and joint Arab in- 
stitutions, with the ATF 
adversely affected by their 
results. But the forum was 


able to regain its momentum 
and resume its mission of 
handling various issues pla- 
guing the Arab World and to 
act as a bridge for enhancing 
understanding among the 
Arab countries,” he added. 

“The ATF, which was 
formed in 1981, has dealt so 
far with a host of issues of . 
concern to the Arab and Isla- 
mic countires like food secur- 
ity, education, regional coop- 
eration, violence and politics 
in the Arab World and many 
others,” he recalled. 

He said that the ATF, 
whose members believe in 
Arab unity and democracy, 
should serve as a beacon for 
the Arab Nation. 

After the Regent’s speech, 
ATF Secretary General Ali 
Umleil reviewed the forum’s 
activities in 1995 and outlined 
future programmes. 


ROYALJORDAN1AN 


CITY TERMINAL OPENING 


Under the patronage of H.M. King Hussein and in celebration of 
the anniversary of the Independence of Jordan, Royal Jordanian 
is pleased to announce the opening of the 7th circle City Terminal 
a new facility to help meet customer needs and ease travel 
procedures, saving passengers time and effort at Queen Alia 
International Airport (QAI -A) . 

RJ Passengers heading to all RJ destinations are welcomed to 
conduct all check-in procedures in the City Terminal as of the 
opening date then proceed to QAI. A. either on RJ buses leaving 
the City Terminal or by their own means of transportation. 
Passengers will be welcomed at QAI.A. and lead to a special 
gate directly to the immigration counter. 

We hope that our new facilities will make traveling easier and 
more comfortable for our passengers. 
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Laws to protect the environment I Christopher: U.S. is honest broker 


are paramount, legal experts say 


By Samir Barhoum 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Participants in 
a three-day workshop on 
“Environmental legislation 
in Jordan and responsibility 
for pollution” have under- 
lined the need to enact laws 
that would work along with 
the 1995 Environment Pro- 
tection Law in safeguarding 
the ecological system. 

The participants mainly 
criticised the 1995 law for 
its inability to give non- 
governmental environmen- 
tal organisations the right to 
take legal action against 
polluters. 

Jordan Environment Soci- 
ety (JES) President Ahmad 
Obeidat , addressing the 
opening session of the 
workshop Monday, said a 
study prepared by a spe- 
cialised committee proves 
that local agricultural pro- 
duce contains hazardous 
chemical materials exceed- 
ing approved international 
standards. 

Mr. Obeidat, a former 
prime minister and member 
of the Upper House of Par- 
liament, said the study 
highlights the need for 
enforcing strict laws to pro- 
tect the environment and 
food supplies. 

Expressing JES’s frustra- 
tion at not having legal 
ground to follow the issue. 
Mr. Obeidat accused the 
government of not taking 
the issue seriously and said 
Jordan had to face the prob- 
lem sooner or later. 

“There is no control in 


Jordan over the. abuse of 
chemical fertilisers and 
pesticides, and such materi- 
als are usually used by 
unspecialised persons,” he 
said, adding that blame for 
such malpractice usually 
falls on foreign labourers. 

He said that the 2 1/2- year 
study was conducted by a 
specialised committee com- 
prising specialists from the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the 
University of Jordan and 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) to examine environ- 
mental pollution caused by 
pesticides at a request by 
the society. 

Mr. Obeidat said that the 


government s inaction to 
the conclusions of the study 
proves that such issues still 
take political dimensions. 

According to Mr. Obei- 
dat, the 1995 environment 
law should be followed by 
other laws and legislation to 
protect the environment, 
public health and safety. 

“Although Jordan did not 
face any environmental dis- 
asters... progress in all 
aspects of life has high- 
lighted the need for 
advanced legislation to pro- 
tect the environment, public 
safety and health." he said. 

The use of pesticides and 
fertilisers in the Jordan Val- 
ley is considered one of the 
highest in the world, which 
can be taken by some as 
positive since it increases 
agricultural produce, but at 
the some time there are no 
laws or control to govern 
the quality of produce, Mr. 
Obeidat told participants in 


the workshop, organised 
jointly by JES and the 
Friedrich Naumann Foun- 
dation. 

Other laws indirectly 
tackle the protection of the 
environment, namely laws 
on health, agriculture, 
urban development, bous- 
ing, water, civil defence and 
natural resources, but Mr. 
Obeidat maintains that 
these laws still deal with 
environmental issues par- 
tially. and indirectly. 

JES Assistant Executive 
Director Asem Rabab’ah 
said in a working paper that 
such laws and systems did 
not aim at protecting the 
environment when they 
were enacted, but rather at 
protecting citizens and 
properties. Still some of 
these laws called for the 
protection of the environ- 
ment, but in an indirect 


and its shortcomings. 

Ms. Miqbel said although 
the law provided for the 
establishment of a govern- 
ment institution to protect 
the environment, still it did 
not give this institution the 
bylaws and instructions it 
needs to carry out its duties 
properly. 

JES legal committee 
member Riyad AJ Musa 
dealt with Jordanian envi- 
ronmental strategies and 
called for focusing on envi- 
ronmental education and 


manner. 

These laws, Mr. Rabab'ah 
said, -cause problems some 
times because of the confu- 
sion they create between 
the authorities or depart- 
ments responsible for 
enforcing them. For exam- 
ple, water-related problems 
can be handled by the Min- 
istry of Water and Irriga- 
tion. the Health Ministry, 
the Jordan Valley Authority 
and local municipalities. 

He also said that there is a 
duplicity in laws in terms of 
penalties to be imposed on 
violators and the contra- 
dicting stipulations. 

Lawyer I roan Miqbel pre- 
sented a working paper on 
the 1995 environment law 


giving environment strate- 
gies legal power. 

Jordan Bar Association 
President Hussein Mjalli 
who chaired the opening 
session of the workshop 
which aims mainly at 
acquainting legislators and 
lawyers with environmental 
issues, also underlined the 
need for spreading public 
awareness of ecological 
problems and environmen- 
tal education. 

Friedrich Naumann Foun- 
dation representative in Jor- 
dan Walter Rudel delivered 
an address in which he 
familiarised participants 
with the German and Euro- 


pean experience in environ- 
mental fields. 

He said a three-fold strat- 
egy was needed to protect 
the environment in any 
country of the world. This 
strategy requires the build- 
ing of an informed public, a 
well-defined environmental 
policy supported by gov- 
ernment action and envi- 
ronmental legislation and- 
tools to enforce it. 


France blocks Aoun from I Zahar advocates halt to 


attending Europarliament, attacks against Israel 


CRECY-LA-CHAPELLE 
Fiance (R) — French police 
on Tuesday stopped exiled 
former Lebanese Prime Min- 
ister Michel Aoun from trav- 
elling to Strasbourg to 
address the European Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Aotin, an anti-Syrian 
Christian hardliner, told 
France-Info radio be woke up 
to find police had taken over 
the grounds of his home. La 
Haute Maison, 50 kilometres 
east of Paris. 

“The regional security chief 
requested to meet me and told 
me that I may not leave the 
house and I would be stopped 
by force if I did,” he said. 

A Reuter television reporter 
said 20 parliamentary gen- 
darmes blocked the road out 
of the mansion, keeping 
reporters at bay. Mr. Aoun’s 
private dentist, Nabil Nicolas, 
said gendarmes prevented 
him from entering the house 
to treat Mr. Aoun who was 
suffering toothache. 

Sources close to Mr. Aoun 
said he had been notified on 
Sunday that he was not 
authorised to travel to Stras- 
bourg to give a lecture on 
Lebanon ai the European Par- 
liament's "Mediterranean 
Intergroup" and a subsequent 
news conference. 

His lawyer, Henri Juramy, 
was also stopped from enter- 
ing the house. He said he was 
driving to court in the nearby 
town of Mcaux to start legal 
action against authorities for 


impeding Mr. Aoun's free- 
dom of movement and to 
accuse them of violating the 
European Human Rights 
Convention. 

The French government has 
reminded Mr. Aoun that bis 
terms of residence bar him 
from attending public events. 

"General Aoun is well 
aware of the conditions of his 
stay in France and they imply 
that be may not participate in 
any public event,” foreign 
ministry spokesman Jacques 
Rummelhaordt said on Mon- 
day. 

Me Aoun bad vowed to 
defy the ban. “I feel I am a 
prisoner... This is unbearable 
and I want this to end," be 
said in an interview published 
by the French daily newspa- 
per Le Figaro. 

Me Aoun was faced into 
exile in. France in 1990 after 
Syria crushed his forces. Hie 
had been appointed head of a 
military cabinet in 198$ by 
then Lebanese president. 
Amin Gemayel, who now is 
also in exile in France. 

The Syrian-backed 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri, a personal friend 
of French President Jacques 
Chirac with a home in Paris, 
called on Mr. Chirac on Mon- 
day to discuss the aftermath 
of fighting between Israel and 
HizboQah guerrillas winch 
severely set back his coun- 
try's reconstruction effort 
from die 1975-90 civil wan 


GAZA CITY ( AP) — Lean- 
ing back in a chair. Mah- 
moud Zahar delivers an 
unusual message of peace: It 
is okay to halt attacks 
against?" Israel for now 
because there is all the time 
in the world to destroy the 
Jewish state. 

Dr. Zahar, the political 
leader of the militant group 
Hamas, said it was more 
important to preserve 
Hamas' network of climes, 
mosques and kindergartens 
than to confront Israel and 
the Palestinian security 
forces at any price. 

Such pragmatism has put 
Dr. Zahar on a collision 
course with the group's 
more hardline leaders 
abroad, such as Ibrahim 
Ghosheh in Jordan, who are 
pushing for more bombings 
in hopes of wrecking the 
Mideast peace process. Mr. 
Ghosheh has said Dr. Zahar 
spoke for himself, not the 
group. 

Dr. Zahar is careful not to 
criticise his comrades in 
exile directly, but says they 
do not feel the pain of Israeli 
blockades and Palestinian 
arrest sweeps — the usual 
responses to bombing 
attacks by Hamas. 

Dr. Zahar said it was in 
Hamas’ interest not to cany 
out any attacks ahead of 
Israel's May 29 general 
elections. 

“What’s the big deal to 
stop the military operations' 


for a couple of weeks?" Dr. 
Zahar, a physician, told the 
Associated Press in an inter- 
view in his Gaza Gty clinic 
Sunday, 

“We asked-this so thatwe 
will not be a party in the 
game," be said, adding that 
be did not want Hamas to be 
seen as backing either Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres — who would benefit 
from a period of calm — or 
hardline challenger Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu. 

Dr. Zahar has reason to 
seek revenge against Israel 
and Palestinian security 
forces. 

In December 1992, he was 
among 400 Palestinians 
expelled by Israel to South 
Lebanon where he spent a 
year in a makeshift tent 
camp. Back in Gaza, Dr. 
Zahar was repeatedly 
detained by Palestinian 
police, beaten with electric 
wire, kept in solitary con- 
finement and humiliated by 
.having bis hair and beard 
shaved off. 

He was among 900 
activists rounded up after 
four Hamas suicide bomb- 
ings in February and March 
that killed 59 people in addi- 
tion to four bombers. 

Dr. Zahar does not reject 
violence, but said he pre- 
ferred to keep his sights on 
the main objective — the 
establishment of an Islamic 
stare between the Mediter- 
ranean and the Jordan River. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher defended the 
United States as an honest 
broker in the Middle East in 
an interview with Middle 
East Broadcasting TV last 
week. 

“I think we’ve been a very 
effective broker,” the secre- 
taiy said. “We’ve had really 
very good results. We’ve 
been able to assist the parties 
in reaching the agreement 
between Jordan and Israel. 
We’ve assisted the parties in 
carrying out the agreement 
between Palestine and Israel. 
We’ve been working very 
hard on the economic inte- 
gration of the area." 

“What we’re really anxious 
to do is provide better life fa 
the people of the region," Me. 
Christopher added. 

Following is a part of the 
official transcript of Me 
C hristopher's MTV inter- 


Questiorc You are getting 
yourself — putting and aid 
to the hostilities in South 
Lebanon. Can you tell us. 
what is the final result of the 
talks on the monitoring com- 
mittee? 

Answer Let me just step 
back from that and say that 
the talks with respect to 
South Lebanon, they’re very 
important to the region and 
to me personally. There was 
a great deal of killing and 
dislocation; people are being 
forced out of their homes on 
both sides of the border. 

So bringing that crisis to an 
end was exceedingly impor- 
tant One of the things we 
woe able to achieve in the 


agreement was a monitoring 
group which would ensure 
that the agreemeht was 
implemented, was carried 
out effectively. 

We’ve been having meet- 
ings in Washington to try to 
make sure that that mecha- 
nism worked. They made 
good progress in the last cou- 
ple of days. 1 just had anoth- 
er report on that They are 
virtually concluded in their 
discussions which will mean 
that we not qniy.' Jiave an 
uridersfending but, we'll pre- 
vent the killing or 'Shooting 
of civilians on both'sKies of 
the border. We’ll have the 
end of the crisis, but we’U 
also have a group that will 
ensure a help t ensure that 
there’s not a repetition of this 
kind of an event This moni- 
toring group can be very 
important to the future. 

The five countries have 
met in a very good spirit 
here, because we all under- 
stand the importance of get- 
ting that monitoring group in 
place as soon as possible. 

Q: Mr. Secretary, there has 
a la of people (inaudible) 
that the American adminis- 
tration — to try to bring a 
ceasefire? 

A: We've moved as rapidly 
as we thought was feasible. I 
was travelling in the region 
when President Clinton 
asked me to break off from 
the trip and not join him in 
Moscow but to go directly to 
the Middle East I was there 
fa a concentrated seven 
days, working day and night 
at the matter. Fortunately, 
with the cooperation of all 
the parties, we were able to 
work out this new under- 
standing which, at this point, 
has been holding very well. 

Q: There’s a la of people 


in the Arab world who see 
the Clint on administration as 
being too close to the 
Israelis, thereby affecting 
their ability to be an honest 
broker. What do you have to 
say to these people? 

A: I think we've been a 
very effective broker. We 
have been waking on this 
problem all the way through 
the three and a half years that 
President Clinton has been in 
office and I’ve been in office. 
We've had really very good 
results. We’ve been able to 
assist the parties in reaching 
the agreement between Jor- 
dan and Israel. 

We’ve assisted the parties 
in carrying out die agree- 
ment between Palestine and 
Israel. We’ve been working 
very hard on the economic 
integration of the area 
through the two major con- 
ferences. the last one in 
A mman, Jor dan. So we have 
been very effective. 

You ask why. It’s essential- 
ly because. we have the trust 
and confidence of the par- 
ties. I thmk we've shown 
over time that it will be fair. 
We understand both of their 
interests and we understand 
the deep interest of all of the 
people in the region in peace. 

What we’re really anxious 
to do is to provide a better 
life fa the people of the 
region. It’s a fact, I'm afraid, 
that the Middle East is lag- 
ging behind some of the 
other areas of the world in its 
economic development One 
of the reasons is because of 
their recurrent wars there. 
People are hesitating to 
invest because of the recur- 


ring war. 

We’ve been working to try 
to achieve a peaceful situa- 
tion there. It's really quite 
lair for me to say that we do 
have a relationship with 
Israel. But it's also useful to 
say that Israel has taken risks 
fa peace in 'the last three 
yean. They've done some 
things that have really put 
themselves at risk. It has 
sane tragedies because of 
what they’ve done because 
of desperate people trying to 
prevent the peace from going 
jnto effect ....... , 

Although, we have a rela- 
tionship with Israel, 1 think 
the people in the region have 
respected os, have trust and 
confidence in os. The feet 
that they would allow ns to 
carry out this agreement, this 
new understanding between 
Lebanon and Israel, it's just 
another, die most recent, 
indication that they do main- 
tain this trust and confidence. 

Q: Do you think, Mr. Sec- 
retary, mat peace between 
Syria and Israel is possible? 
A lot of people in the Arab 
world blame Israel fa 
(inaudible) officials — can 
you explain — about this? 

A: As I say, I would na be 
working 3S I have been. I 
would not have made almost 
20 trips to the region if I did- 
n’t think it was possible. 

Yes, 1 think both Israel and 
Syria are serious about 
peace. Both of them can see 
the benefits for their peace 

— fa their people — of 
peace coming to die region. 
I'm not saying it will be easy. 
Indeed, it will be difficult 
because these countries have 
been ai war for two decades 

— formally, ax least, fa two 
decades. There’s a long his- 
tory of hostility. 

On the other hand, [ think 
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the leaders of both countries 
have come to the recognition 
(hat their people will be bet- 
ter off if they’re enjoying the 
benefits and fruits of peace. 
So they’re starting down this 
road. 

They will each have to put 
behind them fear and suspi- 
cion, and they'll each have to 
take risks fa peace. But I 
believe that they’re serious in 
those endeavours, and .1 
wouldn’t be spending as 
much time — President 
Clinton would not have 
directed me to spend the time 
— unless we were very sen-, 
ous about it I must say, it 
will remain a high priority 
fa me as long as I’m in this 


position. 

Q: This actually brings 
about the next question is 
why did you (inaudible) (hat 
priority from the Clinton 
administration for you, per- 
sonally, to bring together 
peace — comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East? 

A: Of course, the Middle 
East has long been an impor- 
tant region for the United 
States- Since World War n, 
we’ve watched four wars 
come into effect there, and 
they do affect the vital inter- 
ests of the United States 
because of our concern for 
all the countries in the 


region. 

But it really is deeper than 
that, Mr. Fahmy. It is our 
concern fa the well-being of 
the people. Peace would 
bring great benefits, great 
rewards. On the other hand, 
war creates isolation and 
deprivation, and it’s really a 
hardship for the people. 

You can see it just in the 
most recent events in 
Lebanon., the number of peo- 
ple who have been made 
homeless and the number of 
people who were killed. 
What we would like to see is 
an end to that kind of priva- 
tion, an end to that kind of 
tragedy, and a Middle East 
that could be peaceful and 
tolerant and prosperous. 

Q: .Actually, again, leading 
into our next question, is that 


what is really the vision that 
vou have fa the Middle 


you have for the Middle 
East?'You know, you (inaudi- 
ble) and a peace agreement 
bas been achieved. What 
kind erf peace are you 
(inaudible). 

A: First, I would foresee a 
future in which the countries 
of the region could feel 
secure in their neighbours a 
with each other. TTiey would 
be neighbours working 
together on problems father 
than countries at war and 
having great suspicion. 

I would also see a region 
that is much more prosper- 
ous than the present region, I 
have a strong conviction that 
the concern about war, the 
concern about hostilities 
about breaking out, has kept 
that region from enjoying the 
benefits of peace. 

Take the issue of water. 
The problems of water can 
be so much better if there 
were not these boundary 
lines, if countries could 
cooperate in the effective use 
of the water that’s there. 

So one issue after another 
would be easier to resolve in 
an atmosphere of peace. and 
much harder to resolve in an 
atmosphere of either tension, 
suspicion a war. Beyond 
that, I think that over rim? we 
can see the development of a 
■ tolerant, friendly society. 
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although you already see that 
happening. The Middle East 
has been transformed 

some extent 

It’s just amazing that the 
Israelis are talking about 
travelling to Jordan or travel- 
ling to some of these small 
countries. We’ve not seen 
that before. They’re travel- 
ling to North Africa. Now 
that isolation is beg inni n g to 
end, travel is going back and 
forth, and when that hap^ 
pens, these barriers, the old 
hostility begins, to break 
down. 

Q: Mr. Secretary, there are 
a lot of people saying water ,?£ 
particularly will be a serious / 
problem for the entire 

region, but Prime Minister 
Rabin (inaudible) was talk- ,jm 
ing about creating a regional ^ i 
system in which everybody m/tu 

could be benefiting from. ^ 

How is that ’(inaudible) 

what’s the future fa the 
Middfc East without water? 

A: I think it’s a deprived Inn 
future. It’s a much less pros- Jv' 
perous future. Water so oftr^ 
requires effective manage- |/j^| 

ment It’s not a fundamental ‘ ,w 

shortage, but the water is in 
the wrong place; the water is 0! al 
where people aren’t and vice ^ fi 

verea. So what needs to be 
achieved is a water pro- ^ j 

gramme region-wide that ' T , 

would make the water avail- ^ . 
able to the people who need ^ 
it and where they need it \ 

It’s certainly been one of 
Prime Minister Peres’ princi- “ , , t 
pal dreams, that they could J 
make the most effective use . : , v! 
of the water, and then if v .. 
there’s not enough water. 
they can begin to reach out q • 
fa new means — water 
plants that would desalinate : .. 
some of the ocean or would , i, 
move water from distant tt.-v’ 1 
places. ./-a, 

Q: Mr. Secretary, do yoii 
look into the new openness 
between the Gulf states and —y 
Israel. How do you look at Vi*- 
this? Ill 

A: 1 see it evolving veiy 
rapidly. The foreign minis- IPT 
ters of two of those countries ^ 

have been in my office with- 
in die last week, raUHn^ ou\ 
■about the normalisation of aan . 
their relations with Israel, . sv iti 
talking about the opportuni- tk.ki 
ties that that would bring. & *i 

This will move sequential- w 
ly and carefully, but I look at ■j'u'i 
the summit next year as '&AU 
involving all the countries of J- ■: 
the region and more effective aw 
approach to economic issues, f ■ sin [ i 
That would certainly include Ve 
■the Balkans. -Mr. i 

Q. One more. I just want to ;■ 
talk about the — in terms erf 
the vision fa a Middle EaJ? - 
how do you. see our boycott -*^ r 
evolving and the widening of j' tu- 
normalisation of the United ^ 'l> 
States (inaudible). li ' , V 

A: In many respects the 
Arab ■ boycott has already J rc ' v 
greatly diminished in its ^-~ 
effectiveness. Most of the 
tertiary and secondary boy- 
cotts are no longer in effect 
de facto, and I see over time 
that the boycott -just being 

eclipsed by the trading pal- 

terns that have taken them 
over. It may stay in effect in 
what lawyers call de jure — 
that is, it's still on the books 
but na enforced. That’s cer- 
tainly true as far as sec- 
ondary and tertiary boycott. I hfa ^ 
think it’s on its way out and 
it's overdue. 
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OTC1AL EDUCATION: Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Al Hassan, 
President of the Young Women’s Muslim AssOciationtY WMA), Tuesday looks on 
as students from the YWMA’s special education centre are involved in sports exer- 
cises and cultural competitions,, as part of the centre’s annual sports festival. 
Attending the festival were also Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, the 
ministers of social development and youth, the ambassadors of Pakistan and 
Canada as well as a representative of the Japanese ambassador ( Petra photo) 


Jordanian business delegation 
Visits Spain, seeks to bolster trade 


MADRID (J.T.) — King of Juan Carlos of 
Spain received at his palace in Madrid 
Tuesday a delegation representing the Jor- 
danian Businessmen Association (JBA) 
which is currently on a tour of European 
countries to bolster Joidanian-European 
economic and trade ties. 

The Spanish monarch welcomed the JBA 
delegation to Spain, wishing them success 
in their discussions with the Spaoish busi- 
ness community within the framework of 
the meetings of the Jordanian-Spanish 
Business council which was formed in 
October 1994. 

JBA Chairman and delegation leader 
Hamdi Tabbaa voiced Jordan's apprecia- 
tion of Spain's continued support for Jor- 
dan’s endeavours at the regional and 
international levels to. attain a durable and 
just peace in the Middle East region. 

He said the Jordanian-Spanish Business 


Council aims at bolstering economic and 
trade ties between the two countries at a 
time when Jordan is involved in promoting 
regional cooperation and strengthening ties 
with the European Union. 

Mr. Tabbaa outlined Jordanian legisla- 
tions for encouraging and promoting 
investments and called on Spanish business 
people to contribute to the Kingdom's eco- 
nomic development through investments in 
the country’s tourism, industrial and agri- 
cultural sectors. 

He noted that Jordan, which is about to 
enter into partnership with the European 
Union, will keep the door wide open for 
cooperation with European countries in 
economic and other fields. 

Following their current visit to Spain the 
delegation members are scheduled to visit 
London on the second leg of their tour in 
Europe. 


Prime minister calls for 
Increased consumer protection 


ft* 
Cflf 
lit ei 

the 

ad} 

ili 

the 

ov- 

ert. 

me 

ins 

al- 

ert 

n 

J» 

er- 

A’- 

ti 

nd 




AMMAN-.. (Petra)— The 
Ministry: of -Supply shouk 
impose the strictest possi- 
ble measures against mer- 
chants who tamper with 
quality and standards and 
specifications of products, 
especially food commodi- 
ties in Jordan, said Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Tuesday. 

There is a need for the 
ministry to intensify its 
efforts to protect consumers 
stricter control methods 
ensure quality food sup- 
ies be in the local markets 
at all times, added the 
Prune Minister during a 
visit to the Ministry of Sup- 
ply. 

In reviewing with the 


Ministry officials the gen- 
eral supply situation in the 
Kingdom, the Prime Minis- 
ter said the government is 
keen on ensuring sufficient 
strategic stores of food sup- 
plies and animal feed and 
on ensuring that the subsi- 
dies reach the poorer sec- 
tors of the public. 

He urged the ministry's 
acting secretary general 
Ahmad Marie and senior 
officials to better organise 
the process of distributing 
the food coupons and ration 
cards and guarantee that 
beneficiaries produce valid 
family books as a pre-req- 
uisite to receive the 
coupons. 

He also said the ministry 


ought to coordinate work 
with the Ministry of Health, 
the Amman Municipality 
and the Standards and 
Specifications Department 
to control the quality of 
food supplies in the market 

The prime minister said 
the Ministry of Supply 
plays a major role in ensur- 
ing social securily through 
guaranteeing sufficient 
basic food commodities 
and through controlling 
prices. 

Later, Mr. Kabariti visited 
the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade arid met its secre- 
tary general, Mohammad 
Smadi, to discuss ministry- 
related issues. 


uni 



Jordan needs nat 
land resource use, Pr 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tradi- 
tional systems for the use of 
land’s resources in Jordan 
have to-daie proved inef- 
fective, said Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
Tuesday. The systems have 
led to ecological imbal- 
ances, poor production, 
weakened soil fertility and 
accumulated deficit in 
meeting the growing 
demands for food, Mr. 
Kabariti said. 

It is true that Jordan 
achieved some successes in 
limited areas — like those 
carried out by the Aqaba 
Region Authority, the Jor- 
dan Valley Authority and 
the Petra tourist region, but 
efforts re main below the 
level needed to achieve the 
goals at the national level, 
said Mr. Kabariti in an 
address at the opening of a 
three- day conference of 
local councils . 

What is urgently needed, 
he said, is a national strate- 
gy on the different uses of 
land to help the country 
attain integrated and bal- 
anced human and natural 
resources development in 
various regions. 

“Should the conference 
arrive at a general outline 
for such strategy, the gov- 
ernment will give it due 
consideration because it is 
keen on protecting the land 
that constitutes tlje main 
source for development and 


economic growth,” he said. 

Such strategy, he added, 
should help Jordan better 
utilise its agricultural lands, 
stop the imbalances in the 
economic and urban activi- 
ties and would subsequent- 
ly help the local councils to 
cany out town pl anni ng in 
the most satisfactory man- 
ner. 

“In the present stage, we 
are in (tire need for enhanc- 
ing the development con- 
cept at the local councils 
level on which basic devel- 
opment schemes at the 
local and national levels is 
based,” said Mr kabariti. 

The Prime Minister said 
this issue could best be 
overcome through closer 
cooperation among the 
neighbouring councils, con- 
certed efforts in drawing up 
aod implementing integrat- 
ed plans and improving 
methods for collecting 
dues. 

‘Without appropriate and 
careful planning, local 
councils would not be able 
to ensure the required utili- 
sation of land and natural 
resources and would not be 
able to attract capital for 
investments, especially as 
we are at the threshold of a 
new era requiring mobilisa- 
tion of the state’s poten- 
tials,” added Mr Kabariti. 

‘‘Random construction in 
the urban and rural regions 
normally results in the loss 
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Local councils mei 
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nbers gather at a three-day national conference l\iesday. Prime 
rim Kabariti told local councils that Jordan needs to seek new sys- 
land resources (Petra photo) 
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Jordan 

attends 

tourism 

meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Between May 21. and 23 
Jordan is taking part in the 
European Incentive and 
Business. Travel and Meet- 
ings exhibition (EEBTM) in 
Geneva,' Switzerland. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh Irsheidat 
will attend the event where 
1 1 tour operators and three 
hotel representatives from 
the Kingdom will also be 
present. 

The Jordan Tourism 
Board (JTB) and the 
EEBTM organisers have 
arranged for delegates 
from Italy, France, Spain, 
the Netherlands and Brazil 
to meet die Jordanian par- 
ticipants. 

Delegations at the trade 
fair represent corporate 
companies, incentive bous- 
es and other businesses that 
are interested in Jordan as a 
destination for their incen- 
tive trips. 

Incentive tourism caters 
to special interest groups or 
individuals geared towards, 
in Jordan’s case for exam- 
ple, trekking, desert safaris, 
diving trips, historic train 
rides or conference and 
business meetings. 

The exhibition, open only 
to trade people, will offer 
an opportunity to Jordanian 
delegates to attract visitors 
during the low seasons. 


Japan Week offei 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The upcom- 
ing Japan Week in Jordan 
not only holds out promises 
of offering an insight into 
the Japanese way of life 
and culture but also deal 
with subjects that are of 
high political and economic 
significance to both coun- 
tries, judging by the events 
■that the Institute of Diplo- 
macy announced onTues- 
day. 

Mazen Armouti, president 
of the institute and head of 
? national committee in 
charge of preparing and 
organising the Japan Week 
(June 8-29), noted in a 
press conference that the 
Japan Week in Jordan fol- 
lows the successful conven- 
ing of a Jordan Week in 
Japan last year and aims at 
farther enhancing Jordan- 
ian- Japanese cooperation in 
all aspects. 

As such, in addition to 
Japanese fashion shows, 
exhibitions, movies, televi- 
sion programmes, martial 
arts demonstration, music 
and a play among other 
things, a one-day special 
symposium will be organ- 
ised on political and eco- 
nomic topics in addition to 
several other seminars as 
part of the Japan Week. 

Among the issues to be 
discussed during the sym- 
posium, entitled “Japanese- 
Jordanian Relations U,” 
“The New Middle East and 
the Roles of Jordan and 
Japan," “Japanese Econom- 
ic Development and Asia, 
with relevance to Jordan 
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the work of the local coun- 
cils which form the back- 
bone for regional develop- 
ment and improving the 
local communities living 
standards. 

He said the government is 
determined to carry out a 
three -pronged housing pro- 
gramme: to create housing 
units for state officials in 
the remote areas, building 
housing estates for govern- 
ment employees in general 
and expanding housing 


estates for low income 
groups in cooperation with 
the private sector. 

The three day conference 
held under the title Com- 
prehensive Planning for 
Land Use in Jordan will 
discuss town planning, land 
use and related issues of 
concern to municipal coun- 
cils, according to Minister 
of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat. 
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MiddJe East In stitute • of 
Japan, a co-organ jiser of the 
event, former Jap lanese Jus- 
tice Minister 
Tanikawa and 
and Jordanian e 
economic develoj 
Japaoese-Jordani: 
tions. 

Sharif Jamil Bt :n Nasser, 
honourary chaim ion of the 
Jordanian Natioi lal Com- 
mittee for the Ja ban Week 
in Jordan and pr esident of 
the Jordan-Japai i Friend- 
ship Association, will con- 
clude the sy mposium, 
which is expectet I to adopt 
a declaration on Japanese- 
Jordanian relation s. 

At the conclusi on of the 
Jordan Week in Japan in 
May 1995, atte nded by 
Their Royal H ighnesses 
Crown Prince Hr ssan and 
Princess Sarvath, a similar 
declaration was adopted 
under which Japa n said it 
considers Jordan as the 
gateway to the Mic Idle East. 

The June 8 symf >osium is 
complemented u tith in- 
depth debate at otk ier semi- 
nars which will d eal with 
issues such as “The ■ Role of 
Private Sector in Ja pan and 
Jordan,” “Japan ant f Jc >rdan 


in the International Soci- 
ety.” “Possible develop- 
ment of Tourism Industry in 
Jordan” “industrial poli- 
cy,” “Prospects for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation 

between Japan and Jordan,” 
and “Status of Women in 
Japan and Jordan." 

Naser Judeh, director of 
Jordan Television and a 
member of the executive 
council of the Institute of 
Diplomacy, announced an 
advertising and promotion 
plan for-the symposium and 
the activities of the Japan 
Week. 

The plan, said Mr. Judeb, 
“generally aims at high- 
lighting the depth and 
strength of relations 
between the two friendly 
peoples of Japan and Jor- 
dan.” 

It aims at introducing t to 
he Jordanian public Japan- 
ese culture and heritage, 
and showing the Japanese 
participants the different 
aspects of Jordanian history 
and its developments in 
efforts to encourage proper 
portrayal of Jordan in the 
Japanese media,” he said. ' 

The plan includes a series 
of pipss conferences, 
broadcasting Japan Week 
programmes and activities 
on Jordan radio and televi- 
sion, publication of promo- 
tional materials and 
reports, and interviews 
through the press, radio and 
television. 

A highlight of such focus 
will be “the dimensions of 
the Tokyo Declaration” 
adopted during the Jordan 
Week in Japan, the results 
of the symposium on 


Japanese- Jordanian rela- 

tions held in the Japanese 
capital, and a follow up on 
the outcome of the Middle 
East and North Africa eco- 
nomic summit held in 
Amman in October last 
year. 

The symposium on 
Japanese -Jordanian rela- 

tions in June in Amman is 
organised by the Institute of 
Diplomacy and the Middle 
' East" Institute of Japan and 
' sponsored by : the Jordanian 
and Japanese national com- 
mittee for the n Japan Week 
in Jordan. 

The Institute of Diploma- 
cy was launched by Crown 
Prince Hassan in 1994 “to 
fill the need for an institu- 
tional framework that wiJ] 
systematically upgrade the 
performance and effective- 
ness of Jordanian diplomats 
and other personnel 
involved in international 
relations and external com- 
munications.” 

The institute, chaired by 
the Crown Prince, conducts 
studies and research, col- 
lects and publishes relevant 
literature, data and informa- 
tion, and organises semi- 
nars aimed at increasing 
awareness and knowledge 
of international develop- 
ments and events and 
assessing their impact on 
Jordan. 

The institute has 
already established 

arrangements with Jordan- 
ian and foreign universities 
and institutes for exchange 
programmes and data links. 


Fund raiser a success 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Monday’s 

voice and piano recital by 
American artists Edward 
Sayegb and Fatinah Tilfah 
was not only an enjoyable 
and successful musical 
event, but also powerful 
proof that real strength can 
tunt suffering and pain into 
generosity and determina- 
tion to help others. 

After leukemia took their 
24-year-old son in less than 
one week, Abla and Fouad 
drew from their pain a rea- 
son to try to prevent other 
fathers and mothers from 
that same disaster. So they 
organised in their son 
Lo’ai’s memory an annual 
cultural event to raise funds 
for cancer research. 

Lyric soprano Fatinah Til- 
fab and concert pianist and 
maestro of voice Edward 
Sayegh provided the 
Amman public with a pre- 
cious and rare opportunity 


to enjoy pieces of the clas- 
sic opera repertory, per- 
forming arias by Mozart, 
Schubert, Brabams, 

Debussy, Puccini, Bern- 
stein and Johann Strauss. 

The two young, but 
already well-known artists 
of Arab origins were wel- 
comed with standing ova- 
tions by an enthusiastic and 
numerous audience at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

The concert’s proceeds 
were donated to the newly- 
built Amal Cancer Centre, a 
project which became a 
reality thanks to the gen- 
erosity of many donors. 

“There is so much suffer- 
ing and, at the same time, 
Jordan lacks facilities to 
treat cancer, so profession- 
als and parents who suf- 
fered from the loss of their 
children gathered twelve 
years ago and started think- 
ing of building the Amal 
Cancer Centre " Abdullah 
Khareeb, president of the 
General Union of Voluntary 


the 

Uor- 


Societies and patro- 
opera concert, told 
dan Times. 

Initially conceived as a 
paediatric oncologvy centre, 
the A 1 Amal projeipt gradu- 
ally expanded into I a region- 
al centre for I cancer 
research, treatmefnl. reha- 
bilitation and inf|ormuti6n, 
with an area o f 29,000 
square metres, l:ji0 beds,, 5 
operational roorrjis and 37 
clinics. 

“The centre is «j;oing to be 
inaugurated in ilhe coming 
three months, befit only half 
of the hospital w ill be oper- 
ational in the/ first six 
months," Dr. Klhateeb said 
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‘woman centr|2 
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Environmental media 
workshop begins 


AMMAN (Petra)— A 
three-day workshop on the 
role of media in promoting 
environmental health began 
at the Regional Centre for 
Environmental Health 
Activities (CEHA) Tuesday 
under the patronage of 
Health Minister Aref 
Bataineb. 

Director of Primary 
Health Care department 
Zuheir Teif, who deputised 
for Dr. Bataineh, said envi- 
ronmental issues have been 
placed high on the agendas 
of international organisa- 
tions and governments. He 
praised the international 
efforts being made to pro- 
mote and safeguard envi- 
ronmental health. 

Dr. Teif said- water. -air or. 
soil pollution knows no 
geographical boundaries or 
limits, thus requiring 
international cooperation to 
put an end ;o environmen- 
tal hazards and pollution. 

Stressing the important 


role media can play in 
changing harmful practice 
and traditions. Dr. Teif said 
the media can change such 
practices and attitudes by 
communicating the correct 
scientific concepts and 
messages relating to envi- 
ronmental protection. 

Also addressing the meet- 
ing, which is organised by 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) was Dr. Omar 
Sulaiman, the WHO repre- 
sentative in Jordan who 
warned against environ- 
mental pollution, saying 
that it raises large scale 
concern in the region. 

He cited rapid population 
growth in the region, as 
well as rapid urbanisation, 
industrialisation and immi- 
gration from the niral to the 
urban areas as major chal- 
lenges facing this region, 
because of the pressures 
they put on the surrounding 
environment. 
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Air and artillery bombardment 



pounds Chechenva stronghold 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian air and 
artillery bombardments pounded 
Bamut Tuesday amid signs that the 
Russians would soon storm the ruined 
southwest Chechen village that has 
become a symbol of separatist resis- 
tance. 

During the night, intensive artillery 
shelling struck Bamut, which is nes- 
tled in the tvooded foothills of the 
Caucasus Mountains southwest of the 
capital Grozny and has long been 
abandoned by all non-combatants, 
Interfax News Agency said. 

At dawn, jets fixed rockets at trench- 
es and bunkers sheltering the fighters, 
who the Russians estimated to number 
just 100, the agency said. 

The village, which is a mass of ruins 
and craters, has been bombed or 
shelled almost every day for over a 
year, but the bombardment by planes, 
and tanks. Howitzers and rockets sta- 
tioned in the plains below has picked 
up over the last week. 

Ruslan Anzayev, administrator of the 
southwest regional centre Achkhoi 
Marian was quoted by Echo Moscow 
radio as saying that troops would 
attempt to storm Bamut by Friday. 

There have been several other 
assaults on Bamut, all of them beaten 


back by the Chechens, wl 
mostly with small arms z 
rockets. 
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Nezavisimaya Gazyeta daily quoted 
“well-informed sources” as saying that 
Mr. Yeltsin would arrive on June 3-4. 
Mr. Yeltsin bad previously promised to 
visit in mid-May. 

According ro the respected newspa- 
per, Mr. Yeltsin would use the visit, 
seen by analysts as part of his reelec- 
tion campaign before the June 16 elec- 
tions, to fire Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev. 

Gen. Grachev has been connected to 
a string of scandals and is blamed for 
the disastrous performance of the 
Russian troops in Chechenya. 

According to Nezavisimaya 
Gazyeta, Mr. Yeltsin has already pre- 
pared the decree naming Boris 
Gromov, a top general during the 
Soviet war in Afghanistan, as new 
defence minister. 

Both the Cbechenya visit and firing 
the unpopular defence minister would 
be vote winners, the newspaper said. 

There has been increasing specula- 
tion that Gen. Gromov is the defence 
minister in waiting, especially since 
Mr. Yeltsin made a campaign trip to 
Volgograd accompanied by Gen. 
Gromov. 


China launches hunt for 1 Seeing 


monks after Tibet monastery clashes 


LHASA (AFP) — China has launched a 
hunt for hundreds of monks after bloody 
clashes between monks and Chinese securi- 
ty forces at Ganden Monastery, east of 
Lhasa. Tibetan sources say. 

The sources, in statements at the week- 
end, also gave a detailed picture of the scale 
of the casualties among the protesting 
monks and the scope of a crackdown on 
monasteries around the Tibetan capital. 

Among the heavily injured are two monks 
who were shot in the leg, one shot in the 
back and a fourth who had been clubbed 
over the head and is now unable to speak, 
the sources said. There were fears for the 
lives of two of the injured, they added. 

At least 40 monks were imprisoned after 
the clashes, which erupted on May 6 after 
China issued orders to remove all portraits 
of Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai 
Lama. 

The order applies to all premises, not just 
monasteries, the Tibetan sources said 

Even schoolchildren have been told to 
remove knotted red religious cords they 
•wear round their necks and which have 
been blessed by lamas or the Dalai Lama 
himself, who has lived in exile in 
Dharmasala, in India since 1959. 

Ganden, 40 kilometres to the east of 
Lhasa, is still off-limits to sightseers. 

Tibetan sources said some of the detained 
monks were badly beaten in custody and 
witnesses in the city spoke of seeing sever- 
al injured monks being brought by a truck 
to hospital for treatment, mostly for exten- 
sive bruising injuries. 

Only 50 monks, mainly the very old and 
novices remain at Ganden. 

Most of the 600-pJus others fled after the 
incident and are now being hunted, the 
sources said. 

Tibetan sympathisers said their plight was 
dramatic, since they could not return to the 
monastery nor go home to their families for 


fear of reprisals. 

Similar, but less violent disturbances, 
occurred at two other monasteries — Sera, 
10 kilometres nortl least of Lhasa and 
Drepung. six kilomen es to the west. 

Chinese officials m arched into Drepung 
on May 7 and remove d a photograph of the 
Dalai Lama. Similar action was token at 
Sera. Both monasierie s immediately closed 
their doors to the publ ic. 

But after two da; ys the abbot from 
Drepung was summc ned by the Chinese 
administrators and told to reopen the 
monasteries or face “p roblerns," one source 
said. ' 

China has tightened up on visas for Tibet, 
insisting that all foreig n tourists be part of a 
tour group, and not alU >wed to move around 
on their own, tour age rncies in Kathmandu 
were told. 

One Singapore touri st had been advised 
before his arrival that he had three days to 
look around Lhasa on his own, but found 
instead that he had be £n allocated a guide- 
for the entire period. 

Tourists are allowed jo visit both monas- 
teries, but each day a C !hinese official visits 
the premises before band and Chinese 
guards are now btiletec 1 there out of sight of 
tourists, a Tibetan sour ce said. 

“No one can predic t what will happen 
now," said a Lhasa store-owner, adding 
“there is such a lot of t ension in the air." 

Sera, Drepung and G anden, ail founded in 
the 15th century, are r nonastic universities 
and at the heart of Bud dhist life in tibet. 

Sera and Drepung we ae in the forefront of 
the 1959 uprising agai ust the Chinese and 
all three suffered exter isive damage during 
the cultural revolution. 

But the lama and me onk population at all 
three has dropped iron: j its peak of 19,000 at 
the turn of the centur y to just over 1,500 
today. 


China says Taiwan words 


are insufficient to emd rift 


BEIJING (R) — China issued a veiled 
attack Tuesday in response to a conditional 
•offer by President Lee Teng-Hui of rival 
Taiwan to visit, and said deeds, not words, 
were needed to prove Taipei's commitment 
to reunification. 

One of China's top Taiwan watchers said 
Mr. Lee’s speech appeared to offer a shift in 
attitude but tittle new in terras of concrete 
policy from Beijing's point of view to 
enable strained lies to recover the warmth 
ofjhe late 19S0s and early 1990s. 

“The Taiwan authorities must first stop 
their international activities to create ‘two 
Chinas’ or ‘one China, one Taiwan', and 
must take the stand of a single China, not 
only in words but also in deeds," the 
Taiwan Affairs Office said in a statement. 

The statement made no direct reference to 
Mr. Lee's offer in his inaugural speech 
Monday to visit Beijng on a “journey of 
peace”, nor his rejection of Beijing's 
demand to halt his drive to raise the island’s 
international profile. 

However, it indirectly attacked Mr. Lee 
by voicing Beijing’s anger against the 
phrase ‘Taiwan as a sovereign body" and 
the view of Taiwan’s “era of power with the 
people" — both remarks used by Mr. Lee in 
his Monday speech. 

“We are resolutely opposed to this," the 
Taiwan Affairs Office statement said. 

The ^ statement hailed the success of 
China’s determined struggle against the 
Taiwan independence movement, saying it 
had uncovered those Taiwan leaders pre- 
pared to support unification as a cloak for 
their pro-independence activities. 

“We support the demand of the people of 
Taiwan to develop a democratic govern- 
ment," the statement said. 

“If anyone plots to distort this (China's) 
struggle as opposition to democracy, this 
will be in vain," it said. 

Cross-strait relations plunged this year 
when Beijing rattled its sabre at Taipei with 


missile tests and war games near Taiwan in 
the run-up to histor ic direct presidential 
elections in March that returned lee to 
power. 

Officials at the Taiv /an Affairs Office said 
the statement was : its ■ only response to Mr. 
Lee's speech, indie at ing Beijing was in no 
hurry to receive tins T Taiwan president. 

The Foreign Minis try spokesman had lit- 
tle to offer, saying th e Taiwan issue was an 
internal Chinese al ffa ir. 

In his inaugural i address, Mr. Lee repeated 
Taiwan’s desire to reunite eventually with 
China but his offer to travel to Beijing was 
conditional. 

To the future, tit the call of my country 
and with the supp»on‘ o f its people. I would 
tike to embark uiwn a journey of peace to 
mainland China," Mr. l-ee said. 

Chinese officials ha ve said Mr. Lee was 
welcome to visit in his capacity as chairman 
of Taiwan's ruling Nai ionalisr Party but not 
as president 

T think his political ; iratude has eased but 
policy as a whole h: isn't changed,” Fan 
Xizhou, director of Tai wan Rearch Institute 
at Xiamen University, said in a telephone 
interview. 

“He doesn’t say unde, r what mle he wants 
to visit the mainland. S> 3 this is just politics 
and propaganda, it has neither sincere, nor 
substantive meaning," K 4r. Fan said. 

“He doesn't really wai it to visit the main- 
land," said Mr. Fan. whose institute is 
China’s leafing think tai lk on Taiwan. 

Beilin 0, has demande d concrete action 
from Mr. Lee ro prove the island backs 
reunification with the m ainland and is not 
merelv paving lip service to that goal. 

China has regarded Tai’ wan as a renegade 
province since the two se pointed following 
the defeat of the Nations lists ai the end of 

China's civil war in 1949. 

Beijing insists the islana is not entitled to 

foreign recognition. 


Hutu 


extremists 


step up 
attacks in 


Rwanda 


KIGALI (AFP) — Hutu 
extremists have stepped up 
attacks in southwest Rwan- 
da where nearly 50 people 
were killed in the latest 
violence, aid workers said 
Tuesday. 

Some 46 prisoners died 
when a mortar shell explo- 
ded in~ur packed jail at 
Bugarama, in the Cyan- 
gugu district, overnight 
Sunday in what aid offi- 
cials said was an apparent- 
ly bungled attempt to free 
genocide suspects. 

’ The attackers had come 
from neighbouring Burun- 
di, aid officials said 
Two of the 49 prisoners 
in the jail were wounded 
and one escaped injury in 
the attack, which aid work- 
ers said lasted several 
hours. 

Hutu extremists also 
attacked the Nyakabuye 
Prison in the same district, 
but were seen off by Rwan- 
dan government troops. 
One assailant died and a 
soldier was wounded. 

Kigali confirmed the 
reports later Tuesday. A 
statement from the Rwan- 
dan press agency said a 
militia commander, called 
M us ink are, was killed in 
the Nyakabuye attack. 

It said the attack on the 
Bugarama Prison came a 
few hours later. The attack- 
ers used heavy weapons, 
killing more than 40 pris- 
oners and causing serious 
damage to the jail, the 
statement said. 

On Saturday an armed 
gang attacked a jail at 
Karen gera, freeing around 
100 prisoners during a 30- 
minute shoot-out with gov- 
ermem troops, radio 
Rwanda said. 

Observers said Sunday's 
Bugarama attack may have 
been an attempt to free 
Hutu prisoners which mis- 
fired, although the ethnic 
origin of tile prisoners was 
not immediately known. 

However, the vast major- 
ity of the 71,000 prisoners 
languishing in crowded 
Rwandan jails are Hums, 
accused of taking part in 
the ethnic massacres of 
1994 which left some 
500.000 Tutsis and moder- 
ate Hutus dead. 

The latest round of vio- 
lence is the worst in south- 
western Rwanda for sever- 
al months. 

Rwandan authorities, 
dominated by Tutsis in 
power since July 1994, 
have called on the popula- 
tion to colJaberate with 
government forces to de- 
nounce "troublemakers." 

The armed forces chief. 
Colonel Sam Kaka. wenr to 
the region Sunday where 
he called on the population 
to form themselves into 
“security groups" to de- 
fend themselves. 



An Anti-Mafia policeman, wearing a mask to hide his identity, and a colleague escort 
top Mafia fugitive Vincenzo Brusca Tuesday as he leaves Palermo’s police headquar- 
ters to be taken to a maximum security prison. Mr. Brusca, accused of mastermin- 
ding the High way bombing that killed anti-mob Judge Giovanni Falcone along with 
his wife and three bodyguards on May 23, 1992, and is also believed to have succeed- 
ed Salvatore ‘To to” Riina as the Mafia’s boss of bosses, was arrested with his broth- 


er Giovanni (Reuter photo) 

Mafia leader’s arrest marks 


major coup for Italian police 


PALERMO, Italy (AFP) — The arrest of 
one of Italy's most dangerous and wanted 
mafia leaders marks a major coup for 
Italian police and could deliver a deadly 
blow to the cosa nostra, authorities here 
said Tuesday. 

Giovanni Brusca. 36, who was arrested 
near the southern city of Palermo Monday, 
was considered among the most ruthless of 
a new generation of cosa nostra leaders in 
Sicily that replaced mafia supremo Toto 
Riina after his arrest in January 1993. His 
taste for killing and his small beady black 
eyes had earned him the nickname “The 

Pig" 

Mr. Brusca is suspected of having activat- 
ed the remote-controlled bomb that killed 
anti-mafia Judge Giovani Falcone in 1992 
along with his wife and three body guards. 

He is also suspected of being behind 
bombings of churches and public buildings 
in Rome, Florence and Milan in which 10 
people died in 1993, and of strangling the 
1 1-year-old son of mafia turncoat Santo Di 
Matteo. He got rid of the body by dumping 
it in acid. 

“He was perhaps one of the most danger- 
ous (mafia leaders) in Europe." funo 
Monaco, the head of the the elite police- unit 
that arrested Mr. Brusca at a villa on the 
outskirts of the Sicilian capital, said. 

“He was taken by surprise and did not say 
a word," Mr. Monaco added. “Not one shot 
was fired during, the -entire operation." 

Mr. Brusca was nabbed while dining with 
his companion Rosaria, his 27-year-old 
brother Vincenzo and his sister-in-law. His 
three-year-old son by Rosaria was playing 


under his feet. 

Ironically the two couples were watching 
a television movie about Falcone when 
about a dozen police officers stormed the 
house while 3bout 400 others sealed the 
area outside. 

In recent months, Mr. Brusca had man- 
aged to evade arrest at least four times. Last 
January, he managed to make a getaway 
from another villa outside Palermo where 
an arms cache was found. 

A court had found him guilty in January 
of killing businessman Ignazio Salvo, a 
prominent member of the Sicilian mafia, 
and jailed him in absentia for life. 

Pino Arlacchi. a left-wing senator and 
university professor, said the arrest marked 
a “deadly blow for the mafia" but cautioned 
that the fight against organised crime was 
not over. 

Interior Minister Giorgio Napolitano wel- 
comed the arrest, saying it was the “biggest 
homage for Giovanni Falcone." and a 
“great success" for police. 

Palermo Chief Prosecutor Giancarlo 
Caselli also hailed the arrest but warned 
that “cosa nostra is capable of healing its 
injuries. Our next objective must be to 
attack cosa nostra’s economic power.” 

he said Mr. Brusca and his brother were 
questioned in Palermo before being trans- 
ferred to a high security prison. His com- 
panion and sister-in-law were released. 

Police said their next objective is the 
arrest of two other mafia kingpins, Piero 
Aglieri and Bernardo Provenzano, a former 
deputy to Mr. Riina. 


N. Zealand parties fire 1st 


shots in election marathon 


WELLINGTON (R) — 
New Zealand politicians 
fired the first shots of a 
marathon election cam- 
paign Tuesday after Prime 
Minister Jim Bolger said 
the country would go to the 
polls Ocl 12. 

The nation of 3.5 million 
will leap into the political 
unknown as it elects its 
parliament for the first 
time under a proportional 
system that will favour 
coalition governments. 

Mr. Bolger told parlia- 
ment his conservative 
National Party govern- 
ment, which for the past 
six years has built on free- 
market reforms enacted by 
Labour in the 1980s, 
would resist attempts to 
turn back the clock. 

“We will vigorously 
oppose all who seek to take 
New Zealand back to a 
failed past," he declared 



Mr. Bolger had to call a v ... . „ ‘ 

general election within six *°}& r ““ounces to 
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months to waive a costly ™ S* e c ® untr y s general election 


mourns to waive a cosuy „ , < - . .. ~ ~ z . — . J J 6 tuc,<u eiecnon 

and distracting by-elecrion Zealand will leap into the 

in a vacant seat where an P°htical unknown as it elects its parliament for the first 
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opposition MP resigned nn “ er a proportional system that favours coalition 
over a local scandal. governments.^ The announcement was widely expected 
National claims credit for S? r V > i5? , ? / 2 ,e resignation of an opposition Member of 
a strong economic recov- Parliament (Reuter photo) 

ery that has enabled it to repay debt, cut just a narrow financial elite." he said of the 


taxes and build surpluses all at once. 

Bur despite raising spending, it still has a 
battle on its hands to win acceptance of 
controversial health and education reforms 


and cut hospital waiting lists. Immigration, 
especially from Asia, has also emerged as 


an emotive election-year issue. 

Growth has eased back from its 1994 
peak of 6:2 per cent, unemployment rose 
last quarter for the first time in three years, 
and interest rate rises will wipe out the ben- 
efit of tax cuts for many homeowners. 

“This economy is stalling, just like the 
government," Labour deputy leader David 
Caygill told parliament. ‘They’re sittin° 
there inert, going nowhere." * ^ 

Left-wing alliance leader Jim Anderton 
said higher taxes were a fair price to pay for 
reducing the queue of 94.0(H) people wait- 
ing for surgery. 

“It is about making New Zealand a better 
place to live in for all New Zealanders, not 


genera] election. 

The announcement came just two days 
before a t^-cutting budget in which 
Finance Minister Bill Birch will unveil trea- 
sury s latest growth forecasts. 

Deputy Prime Minister Don McKinnon 
said the government would campaign on 
policies for an open economy, a lo^rate 
broad-based tax system. a free labour mar- 
set, and price stability. 

An opinion poll last week showed 
Nanonal wift a comfortable lead at 40 per 

7 ^LdV he £ opulisi Ce ntre-Iefr N&v 
Zealand First Party continued a recent 
sur«e. It climbed to 25 per cent with 
Labour on 16 and the alliance on 12 ’ H 

New Zealand firsr, which favour^ “eco- 
nomic sovereignty’’ and wants to limit for- 
eign ownership of companies to less than 
r 5 per cent, has soared m popularity since 
launching a strident campaign for ImsTn 
immigration. CUTi ,n 


Woman sues Mel 
Gibson for dog 
attack 


LOS ANGELES (R) — & 
woman has sued actor and 
Oscar-winning movie di- 
rector Mel Gibson alleging^ 
his dog bit and injured her, 
court papers showed. The 
suit, filed Friday in Cali- 
fornia Superior Court in 
Los Angeles by Terry 
Adamson, seeks damages 
for medical expenses and 
loss of eamings and asks 
for punitive damages 
against the movie star. It 
also names his wife Robyn 
Moore. Ms. Adamson says 
in her suit that Gibson's 
unleashed Australian cattle 

do® known as Maverick 
attacked her exactly one 
year ago at Gibson s prop- 
erty in Malibu. She alleged 
that Gibson knew the dog 
was “ferocious.” with a 
“vicious nature" and had 
previously made unpro- 
voked attacks on other peo- 
ple. He kept it unleashed 
and allowed it to roam the 
premises. Ms. Adamson 
said in her suit. Her suit 
said she suffered physical 


- x — j 

and mental anguish, but dj^ 


not specify the extent 
her injuries or say how 
much she was seeking in 
compensation and punitive 
damages. There was no 
immediate comment from 
Gibson, who this year won 
the best director and best 
movie Oscars for his film 
Braveheart 


Sex chat-line costs 
father $21,000 


BEIJING (AFP) — A 
Chinese teenager in south- 
ern China became hooked 
on sex chatlines run in 
Hong Kong, ringing up a 
bill of 180,000 yuan 
($21,000) to satisfy his 
craving, the Shanghai Eve- 
ning News reported in its 
latest edition. The 18-yeag4 
old, living in Guangzhou? 
saw commercials for the 
naughty phone-in services 
on Hong Kong Television, 
which can be picked up in 
neighbouring Guangdong 
province, it said in its 
Sunday edition. In 22 days, 
he made 665 calls, to the 
chagrin of his father, who 
now faces legal action if 
the huge bill goes unpaid. 


Locklear to return 
for another season 
of Melrose Place 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Heather Locklear will be 
back for another season of 
the television show Mel- 
rose Place, beyond that, 
don’t hold your breath. “I 
signed on for one mey 
year and that’s it," she says 
in the May 25 issue of TV 
Guide magazine. “And I 
think that everybody’s con- 
tract is up. It will be very 
expensive to bring us all 
back. Very." Locklear, 34, 
who got her start on Dy- 
nasty, also stars in the 
upcoming NBC television 
movie Shattered Mind, pla- 
ying a woman with multi- 
ple personalities. As for 
Melrose, Locklear says 
since the show has done 
just about everyth ing , its 
plot lines are getting too 
outrageous. “It’s a little 
ridiculous. Every character 
has become almost in- 
sane," she says. •‘You can’t 
distinguish one from ano- 
ther. Now everybody’s nas- 
ty — and that makes it not 
so much fan." 




‘Chinese children 
are getting 
chubbier’ 


BEIJING (AFP) 
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At least 15 killed in New Delhi 
shopping arcade bomb blast 
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People crowd around a tank near the presidential palace Tbesday. Troops, loyal to President Abdur Rahman 
Biswas, moved m tanks and endrcled the presidential palace on Monday after Mr. Biswas sacked army chief 
Lieutenant-General Abu Saleh Mohammad Nasim. Exactly why Biswas fired Nasim was unclear but they clashed 
over an order from the Defence Ministry., which is under the president’s con trol (Reuter photo) 

Campaigning 
for elections 
ends in 
troubled 
Kashmir 

SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
Campaigning for elections 
in India's troubled Kash- 
mir Valley ended Tuesday 
with New Delhi and Kash- 
miri separatists determined 
to make it a referendum on 
direct federal rule. 

“The elections should be 
a referendum for the demo- 
cratic process to set in the 
state,'’ said a senior army 
official who asked not to 
be identified. 

He said security forces 
had been alerted to avert 
attempts by separatists to 
disrupt Thursday's polling 
in Baramulla and Ananmag 
constituencies. Srinagar, 
summer capital of tbe state 
of Janimu and Kashmir, 
will- vote on May 30, along 
with Udhampur in the 
Jammu area. 

Islamic rebels have in 
recent weeks stepped up 
attacks on security forces 
in the heart of Srinagar in a 
powerful effort to abort the 
elections, die -first in the 
state since a separatist 
revolt erupted six years 
ago. 

Police and hospitals say 
more than 20,000 people 
have died in the violence. 

A record 110 candidates, 
guarded by bodyguards 
and bulletproof vans, are 
running for office although 
the national conference, 
the state’s most established 
party, and many other 
groups are boycotting the 
polls. 

A spokesman for the All 
Parties Hinriyat (Freedom) 
Conference, an umbrella 
group for separatist parties, 
said tbe polls would be a 
fraud. 

' “The struggle for free- 
dom will continue unabat- 
ed. The elections will be a 
sham. They will be rigged 
with the army forcing the 
voters to come out. India 
will be the loser ” Hurriyat 
spokesman, Abdul Ghani 
Bhat, told Reuters. 

Tbe moderates among 
tbe separatists have called 
a three-day general strike 
from Tuesday and are car- 
rying out a door-to-door 
campaign against votings 
The four constituencies 
are the last to vote in 
India’s staggered general 
elections for- a 545 seat 
parliament. The results will 
not tip the balance in the 
hung parliament, where the 
new Hindu nationalist 
minority government faces 
a vote of confidence within 
10 days 

But Indian officials said 
they expected many voters 
to endorse the legitimacy 
of the election. 

“This time the election 
means a lot for the people. 
They are frustrated and 
tired of all the violence,” 
Ananmag district magis- 
trate, C.L. Raina, told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Raina said he expect- 
ed a moderaie turnout of 
25 to 30 per cent of voters, 
much higher thart the five 
to seven per cent in ihe last 
time elections were held in 
1989. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — At least 15 people 
were killed when a powerful bomb blast 
sparked off an inferno Tuesday in one of 
New Delhi's busiest shopping arcades, the 
United News of India and witnesses said. 

“Many people are feared trapped in the 
burning arcade,” Assistant Police 
Commissioner K.K. Vyas was quoted as 
saying by die United News of India, adding 
the blast was believed to have been caused 
by a bomb. 

Witnesses put at 50 the number of people 
injured in the blaze in New Delhi’s crowd- 
ed Lajpat Nagar Central Market. 

The police and rescuers brought out three 
charred bodied from tbe burning arcade fol- 
lowing the deafening explosion at peak 
shopping time. 

“We heard a loud bang and then people 
started screaming,” an inspector said from a 
police station located opposite the Lajpat 
Nagar Central Market. 

The explosion occurred around 6:45 p.m. 
(1315 GMT). A police control room 
spokesman. 

Rescuers said ambulances ferried at-least 
22 people including storekeepers, shoppers 
and-dtiJdren to local hospitals. Some of 
them were seriously hurt 
' Some injured survivors in blood-streaked 
clothes were seen squatting outside a police 
cordon waiting for the ambulances to 
return. Officials said the blast was very 
powerful. 

Tbe explosion was of very high intensity 
as splinters were found in a radius of 200 
metres,” said police control room Inspector 
Neelam Gandhi. 

She confirmed eyewitness accounts that 
tbe blast occurred in a car park in central 
mark er, packed with more than 3,000 shop- 
pers at the time of the explosion. 

The witnesses said the explosion took 
place in a private van parked at tbe sprawl- 
ing central market, triggering a stampede in 
the narrow alleys of the arcade. 


“The bomb in a parked van also Wasted 
away two other parked cars,” said resident 
Shyam Kumar. 

The Fire Department said some 150 shops 
packed with readymade garments, footwear 
and household goods were on fire or blown 
away by the impact of the blast. 

“We have sent 25 trucks so for but the fire 
is spreading. It is still out of control and 
anyone trapped inside has little chance of 
coming out " a Fire Department spokesman 
told AFP from the site of the inferno. 

Tt looks it could be impossible to save 
this market,” a Lajpat Nagar resident added 
as billowing smoke engulfed the commer- 
cial-cum-residential district located in New 
Delhi’s upscale South District 

Witnesses said residents in homes adjoin- 
ing the burning; market were being evacuat- 
ed because of growing fears of the blaze 
spreading in tbe now-cordonned off district 

The bunting shopping district was a 
favourite haunt of housewives and college 

students. It also has a section for higb-fasb- 
ion furniture. 

Tuesday's blast is the second in New 
Delhi since April 20 when an explosion 
brought down a low-budget hotel killing 17 
overseas and domestic tourists in the heart 
of the Indian capital. 

A kashmiri guerrilla group and a Sikh 
separatist organisation from the northern 
state of Punjab jointly claimed responsibil- 
ity for tbe death of the 17 tourists saying 
they bombed the four-storey hotel in 
Paharganj. 

But police are yet to establish the cause of 
the dilapidated hotel's collapse. 

A week later, an explosion in a bus killed 
13 passenger on April 27 in the northern 
industrial town of Modinagar, some 50 
kilometres from the Indian capital. 

So far nobody has claimed responsibility 
for Tuesday’s blast in the Lajpat Nagar 
Market 


India’s opposition takes first step to 
oust Hindu nationalist government 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Former Premier 
P.V. Narasimha Rao’s Congress (I) Party 
and its allies Tuesday named a candidate 
for the post of speaker in parliament in a 
first step to topple India’s first rightwing 
Hindu government 

The Congress and a coalition of leftist- 
centrist parties named Mr. Rao’s former 
Information Minister P.A. S angina as their 
“consensus candidate” for the crucial post 
in the 545-seat Lok Sabha, or lower house, 
the coalition announced. 

Tt has been decided to put up Sangma as 
our common candidate for the office of the 
speaker," Congress spokesman Vithal 
Gadgil said and added his party had the 
backing of the leftist-centrist coalition. 

The top legislative post of the speaker 
carries enormous powers, and any political 
party which fills the office with its candi- 
date has a vital edge over rivals in day-to- 
day functioning of the bicameral house. 

Mr. Sangma, a tribal politician from 
India’s far-east, faces possible questioning 
in connection with allegations that thou- 
sands of government officials bribed his 
staff to obtain cheap official housing. 

His nomination came a day after the gov- 
ernment of Bharatiya Janata Party (RJP, 
Indian People's Party) said it would not 
contest the opposition on the speaker’s 
post, and would also settle for a “consensus 
candidate.” 

The future of the first Hindu nationalist 
government will be put to the test when 
parliament opens a crucial session 
Wednesday, but the BJP Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee has hinted he was on 
his way out. 

The 1 0-day session, the first after the 
ApriJ-May general elections left a fractured 
parliament, will begin with oath taking by 
newly-elected MPs in the Lok Subha and 
will be followed by the speaker’s election a 
day later. 

President Shankar Dayul Sharma will 
address both houses Friday, and Mr. 
Vajpayee will have to win a vole of confi- 
dence before the presidential deadline of 
May 31 to remain in office. 

Bui Mr. Vajpayee. 69, hinted in remarks 


published Tuesday that his five-day-old 
BJP government would not survive the 
vote. 

“Whatever the decision of the house, I 
shall take it in my stride,” Mr. Vajpayee told 
the Times of India, adding that tbe BJP was 
still attempting to woo regional parties in 
the house. 

The veteran BJP leader reiterated that his 
pro-Hindu party, which assumed office here 
May 16, would not indulge in horse-trading 
to gather badly required support from oppo- 
sition MPs to remain in power. - 

Mr. Vajpayee also described himself as an 
“interim prime minister” in the interview, 
indicating that his days as the nation’s 10th 
premier were numbered. 

The BJP and its four small allies com- 
mand 1 94 mps in the Lok Sabha, while tbe 
combined opposition, with more than 300 
MPs, had pledged to bring down the gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Vajpayee’s remarks coincided with a 
crash in stock prices in the Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE) late Monday. 

The blue-chip BSE Sensitive Index fell 
101 .57 points to close at 3,694.57 points, 
wiping out in one trading session the gain 
of more than 100 points made during the 
past week. 

Mr. Vajpayee’s waning confidence has 
been matched by the opposition’s determi- 
nation to vote out the BJP administration 
despite simmering differences within its 
ranks. 

Leaders of more than a dozen centrist, 
regional and leftist parties late Monday 
vowed to remain united and topple Mr. 
Vajpayee's government with the backing of 
the Congress. 

“We are totally united in our resolve to 
dislodge the communal government," said 
Harkishan Singh Suijeet, a Communist 
leader. “The minority BJP government ... 
will only lead to the disintegration of the 
country." 


Bangladeshi government 
orders probe into army revolt 


DHAKA (AFP) — Tbe 
Bangladesh government 
Tuesday ordered a probe 
into a minor revolt after it 
said it had regained frill 
control over the military 
and detained the bead of tbe 
armed forces. 

“A high-powred court of 
enquiry is being constituted 
to find out the facts and ... 
identify tbe persons in- 
volved in the incidents that 
took place in tbe Bangla- 
desh army,” state-run televi- 
sion said, quoting a Defence 
Minis try statement 

Tanks that late Monday 
had taken up position out- 
side the presidential palace 
withdrew around noon after 
army chief Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Abu Saleh Muham- 
mad Nasim was taken into 
“protective custody” and his 
successor, Major General 
Mahbubur Rahman, stifled 
a messy and rather confused 
rebellion. 

The heads of tbe air force 
and navy also pledged their 
allegiance Tuesday to Pre- 
sident Abdur R ahman Bis- 
was. 

In Dhaka, where tension 
ran high Monday over Mr. 
Biswas’s sacking of Gen. 
Nasim, life swiftly returned 
to normal, with the streets 
typically congested with 
traffic and schools and of- 
fices opening as usual. 

Some downtown streets 
also became tbe scene of 
rallies and marches by polit- 
ical activists ahead of the 
June 12 general elections, 
some of them shouting slo- 
gans supporting or opposing 
the action taken by Mr. 
Biswas against Gen. Nasim. 

There were no reports of 
violence or major incidents. 

The Awami League party 
chief Sheikh Hasina Wajed 
Tuesday expressed her fears 
that Mr. Biswas was contin- 
uing to intervene in the 
affairs of the caretaker gov- 
ernment to foil the elec- 
tions. dting Gen. Nasim’s 
sacking as evidence of this. 

‘‘People of tbe country 



Bangladeshi troops, loyal to President Abdur Rahman Biswas, guard a strategic 
point in Dhaka city Tbesday (Reuter photo) 


have installed you to power 
to oversee the general elec- 
tions and therefore you 
don’t need to feel weak,” 
she said, referring to care- 
taker government chief Mo- 
hammad Habibur R ahman. 

But she questioned: “Are 
you discharging your res- 
ponsibilities freely or are 
your activities being inter- 
rupted” by Mr. Biswas. 

This was Mrs. Hasina's 
first rally since Gen. Nasim 
was sacked. 

Mr. Biswas, a member of 
former Prime Minister Kha- 
leda Zia’s Bangladesh Na- 
tionalist Party (BNP), is al- 
so the defence minister. 

He said earlier his actions 
were in line with the consti- 
tution and aimed at restor- 
ing discipline in the armed 
forces. 

Sammilita Nan Samaj or 
Combined Women Society, 
a women’s voluntary organ- 
isation. echoed Mrs. Hasi- 
na's apprehension warning 
Bangladeshis would not tol- 
erate any conspiracy to foil 
the polls. 

The Awami League led 
the opposition campaign 


that forced Mrs. Khaleda to 
stand down as premier in 
March. 

Resident in the port city of 
Chittagong said business 
and shipping activity were 
normal despite the over- 
night partial revolt in Dhaka 
and at least two garrison 
areas to the north of the city. 

One witness said that he 
bad seen upto 40 soldiers 
being treated in a hospital in 
Mamkganj, central Bangla- 
desh, for bullet wounds sus- 
tained during skirmishes 
Monday. 

“Troops who had earlier 
moved from the Bogra and 
Mymensingh areas toward 
Dhaka returned to their 
respective barracks,” a 
Defence Ministry statement 
said, adding Gen. Rahman 
had taken full command of 
the Bangladesh army. 

Mr. Biswas accused the 
ex-military chief of refusing 
to order two senior officers 
to retire. He also said Gen. 
Nasim had called on his folr 
lowers to march on the cap- 
ital. 

It was unclear how many 
troops backed Gen. Nasim. 
But defence sources said 


large numbers of them 
remained at large, although 
some were gradually return- 
ing to their barracks. 

The fate of the fallen army 
chief could depend on chan- 
ges in the political situation 
in Bangladesh, analysts said 
Tuesday. 

In an interview with the 
British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC), of which a 
transcript was made avail- 
able to Dhaka newspapers, 
Gen. Nasim denied charges 
of disloyalty and said his 
forces were committed to 
ensuring support to die 
caretaker government to 
ensure free elections. 

The crisis erupted after 
the president ordered the 
retirement of Major General 
G.H. Morshed Khan, the 
Bogra district commander, 
and Brigadier Miran Hami- 
dur Rahman, deputy-direc- 
tor of the paramilitary 
Bangladesh Rifles. 

The more than 100,000- 
strong armed forces ruled 
Bangladesh directly or indi- 
rectly between 1975 and 
1990, but took a backseat 
after democracy was res- 
tored in i99i: 


ETA guerrillas believed behind Spanish blasts 


MADRID (R) — Spanish police 
Tuesday detonated the last of three 
bombs in (he southern city of Cordoba 
believed to have been planted by sepa- 
ratist Basque guerrillas as a show of 
force against the new conservative 
government 

An array sergeant who served as a 
UJ'J. peacekeeper in former 
Yugoslavia was killed and three peo- 
ple were wounded Monday morning 
when one of the bombs exploded in a 
Cordoba street The blast narrowly 
missed a busload of soldiers. 

On Monday night, nine people — 
mostly bystanders who had ignored 
orders to leave the area — were 
injured when police detonated a car 
rigged with 40 kg of explosives near 
the site of tbe attack, state radio said. 

Tbe blast sent the car flying 40 
metres in the air and shattered win- 
dows in nearby streets, it added. 

The radio said police detonated tbe 
last of the three bombs, a car packed 
with about 100 kilogramme of explo- 
sives, before dawn Tbesday. 

Police said they believed the first 
blast was meant to lure them into the 


area. The two car bombs would then 
have been set off to kill as many res- 
cuers and security personnel as possi- 
ble. It was not clear why the two car 
bombs had not gone off. 

The attack, blamed by officials on 
the ETA (Basque Homeland and 
Freedom) guerrilla group, was the first 
since the government of centre-right 
Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar took 
office on May 5 after 13 years of 
Socialist rule. 

Mr. Aznar said his administration 
would respond “quickly and with 
actions”. 

ETA’s political wing Hern Batasuna 
suggested talks on Basque indepen- 
dence but Interior Minister Jaime 
Mayor Oreja said government moves 
would not be dictated by terrorist acts. 

Monday morning’s explosion in a 
rubbish container at a bus stop routine- 
ly used by soldiers in Cordoba killed 
Sergeant Miguel Angel Ayllon. 27, and 
wounded another military man and a 
civilian couple, police said. 

The bomb appeared to have gone off 
prematurely, missing a military bus 
which picks up troops at the stop every 


morning and which was 200 metres 
away at the time, officials said. 

Aznar’s aides had warned friendly 
foreign governments to expect an 
upsurge in violence by ETA separatists 
once his Popular Party (PP) reached 
office. 

Officials and diplomats said the 
bombs were clearly designed as a mes- 
sage from ETA that there would be no 
let-up in violence under the new gov- 
ernment. 

“We must brace for the worst. One 
must realise ETA will strike whenever 
and wherever they can,” said an 
Interior Ministry spokesman. “This is 
a terrorist act by ETA designed to say 
‘we’re here’ ” 

ETA has killed S00 people since 
1968 in a drive for foil independence 
from Spain for the Basque country, 
which straddles the Pyrenees from 
southern France to northern Spain. 

Mr. Aznar’s PP promised in its elec- 
tion campaign that it would take a 
tougher stance against ETA, ensuring 
all jailed rebels served out their foU 
sentences. 


Burma’s Suu Kyi says party to meet despite arrests 


BANGKOK (R) — Bur- 
mese democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi said 
Tuesday the authorities 
had detained 44 activists 
planning to attend a Na- 
tional League for De- 
mocracy (NLD) con- 


in which the party won 
more than 80 per cent of 
the seats but was denied 
power by the ruling mili- 


tary. 

“We 


racy 
;, but 


gross, out she said the 
meeting would still go 
ahead. 

“To date we know that 
46 people have been 
arrested, 44 elected rep- 
resentatives and two 
wives who were arrested 
because their husbands 
were not at home,” Ms. 
Suu Kyi told Reuters by 
telephone from Rangoon. 

“Yes, of courser she 
said when asked if she 
would still hold the NLD 
congress, which is due to 
begin Sunday. 

A diplomat speaking 
from the Burmese capital 
said Ms. Suu Kyi ana the 
military were now on a 
collision course: “It’s 
fairly clear that both 
sides are heading for a 
showdown Sunday.” 

The planned NLD con- 
gress is being held to 
mark the sixth anniver- 
sary of the 1990 election’ 


/e have invited our 
representatives to this 
congress but obviously 
the SLORC doesn’t want 
it,” Ms. Suu Kyi said, 
referring to the ruling 
military body, the State 
Law ana Order 
Restoration Council. 

She said the arrests, 
which began in the pro- 
vinces Monday, showed 
the military lacked confi- 
dence. 

“I think it’s because 
they know we have the 
support of the people and 
they're not confident in 
their own position,” Ms. 
Suu Kyi said. “If they 
were confident in their 
own position a meeting 
of two or three hundred 
people would not worry 
them." 

The SLORC has yet- to 
officially announce any 
detentions but earlier 
Tuesday it issued a stiff 
warning clearly aimed at 
Ms. Suu Kyi and her 
party. 


It said action would be 
taken against “desmiction- 
ist groups” and “traitors 
endangering the stability of 
the stare”. 

Military intelligence chief 
Lieutenant-General Khin 
Nyum said in a speech 
reported in state-run news- 
papers Tuesday that “lack- 
eys of the colonialists and 
traitors are disrupting 
efforts to implement politi- 
cal, economic and social 
objectives” 

Ms. Suu Kyi said NLD 
Chairman Aung Shwe sent a 
letter to SLORC Chairman 
General Than Shwe to 
protest the detention of the 
NLD members. 

She said more arrests of 
her party members were 
likely and she did not rule 
out the authorities taking 
action against her and other 
NLD leaders. 

“Anything is possible in 
an authoritarian state.” she 
said. 

A diplomat speaking from 
the Burmese capital said the 
arrests appeared to be a 
“pre-emptive comainmenf 
of the NLD ahead of their 
planned congress. 

“It's ihe idea of a parallel 


convention by ihe 1 990 
elected parliament Which 
rivals their own national 
convention, that’s what's so 
threatening to the SLv RC ” 
he said, referring to the con- 
tinuing constitutional con- 
vention organised by the 
military. 

Ms. Suu Kyi. daughter of 
the architect of Burma's 
independence from Britain, 
General Aung San. was 
released from six years’ 
bouse arrest last Juiy and 
immediately called for dia- 
logue with the SLORC. 

While repeatedly urging 
her supporters to be patient, 
last November she with- 
drew the NLD from ihe 
National Convention, say- 
ing the proceedings were 
unrepresentative. 

She has also urged foreign, 
businessmen considering 
investing in Burma to vidt 
until democracy is restored. 

“What's really annoyed 
the SLORC is rhat the NLD 
hasn’t given them any cred- 
it for anything they’ve done 
and the NLD has also 
sought to stymie foreign 
trade and investment,” the 
diplomat said. 
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Limited but welcome step 

THERE SEEMS to be a consensus among 
countries of the world in hailing the just- 
concluded oil -for- food deal between the U.N. and 
Iraq. Jordan of course was among the first to 
praise the accord as a significant breakthrough to 
alleviate the conditions of the Iraqi people. 
Alleviation of the suffering Iraqis has consistently 
been this country's top priority, and Jordanians 
can only be relieved that their brethren in Iraq 
are hopefully on the way to fall recovery and 
reintegration in the international community. 

U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali, in 
welcoming the signing of the S 1-paragraph 
memorandum of understanding on implementing 
Resolution 986, has described it as “a success for 
the Security Council,” which directly brokered 
tbe deal. The U.S., on the other hand, came out 
strongly in support of the accord, with the 
American ambassador to the U.N., Madeleine 
Albright, calling it a “great victory” for the 
Iraqi people. But no matter who emerged as the 
political winner from the many rounds of nego- 
tiations, we cannot lose sight of the fact that the 
deal remains only a step towards a real solution 
to the problems in and around Iraq. In this 
context, it must be understood that the suffering 
in Iraq is not solely about material concerns 
although they are very important. “Man does 
not live on bread alone,” we are reminded over 
and over again. Once the stomachs of the 
innocent Iraqi civilians are filled again and their 
bodies healed from diseases and illnesses, their 
minds and souls would start yearning for thing? 
that are even more sublime than bread and 
batter issues. Unlike animals, human beings 
starve for human rights and democracy as much 
as they suffer from the denial of food and 
ajedicine. We hope, therefore, that the ending of 
the plight of the Iraqi people would not be limited 
to tbe partial lifting of economic sanctions against 
their country but would be extended to the lifting 
of other restrictions affecting their daily lives. 

Freedom of movement for Iraqis is among the 
most urgent needs. Contacts between Iraqis and 
the outside world have been very limited at best 
for nearly six years. If the full rehabilitation of 
Iraq into the international community is still far 
away, then the least that we should expect at this 
juncture is for the Iraqi people to gradually 
regain their human and basic rights. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WELCOMING IRAQ'S acceptance of the United 
Nations plans to sell Iraqi oil to buy medicine and food 
lor the Iraqi people. AI Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday said 
that the move will no doubt contribute to improving the 
living conditions of the Iraqis who have suffered a great 
deal front the six-year-old embargo. The Iraqis paid a 
heavy price for their government's invasion of Kuwait 
and thousands have perished because of lack of suffi- 
cient medicine and food, but the time has now come 
for ending the Iraqi people's ordeal, said the paper. It 
w a*, onh when the Iraqi government agreed to comply 
with :ill the preconditions and the terms of the United 
Natron* that the decision has been taken to carry out the 
humanitarian move, said the paper. It is hoped, said the 
paper, that rhi* partial lifting of the U.N. embargo will 
lead to further measures to totally terminate the U.N. 
s: fictions, but such a move would require Iraq's com- 
pliance with the rest of the U.N. conditions and 
demands. The Iraqi economy, which has been devastat- 
ed tor *ix years, said the daily, could be on its way to 
becoming healthy again if the lifting of the sanctions is 
achieved and if the Arabs reestablish solidarity among 
‘.iiemselves and unify their ranks. 

WRITER for Al Dustour expressed the view that 
Iraq and Syria would never reconcile their differences 
as long as the regimes in Baghdad and Damascus 
remain in place. The differences between the two Arab 
countries are not due to disputes over the ideology of 
the Baaih Party but rather to the differences in the gov- 
erning systems of the two countries and their respective 
alliances with the other countries in the Tegion. said 
Saleh Qallub. Referring to a call, by the Iraqi daily 
Bahil. on Syria to end Its differences with Iraq so that 
the two states can move on towards forming a united 
front under the Baaih Party, the writer said that this 
dream can never come true because the hatred created 
by the actions of each side towards the other is deeply 
rooted. For its pan. Iraq will never forgive Syria lor sid- 
ing with Iran in the first Gulf war and with the U.S.-led 
military coalition in the second Gulf war. while Syria 
can never accept to sacrifice its alliance with Iran tor 
the sake of dosing lies with Baghdad and will not sell 
out sains it acquired so far by siding with the enemies 
of the Iraqi regime. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Likud dominates U.S. election debate 


FOR THERE to be peace 
there must be a constituen- 
cy that supports and works 
for peace. This must be the 
true not only in Israel and 
among tbe Arabs, but in the 
U.S. as well. 

The most disturbing 
aspect of the past two and a 
half years has not been tbe 
extent to which tbe peace 
process has been disrupted 
by the policies and actions 
of extremists in the Middle 
East, but the extent to 
which ami-peace rhetoric 
and policies continue to 
dominate U.S. politics. 

This is nowhere more 
evident than debates in 
Congress and in congres- 
sional election campaigns. 

Not only did the Republi- 
cans gain control of Con- 
gress in 1994, but many of 
those Republicans who 
assumed key leadership 
positions were allies of rhe 
pro-Likud faction in the 
U.S. Jewish community. 

As a result, this Congress 
has been an extraordinary 
obstacle to peace and has 
not only distorted the U.S. 
role in the peace process 
but has also worked to neg- 
atively influence the way 
others think about Arabs 
and Islam. 

It is this Congress that 
passed legislation mandat- 
ing the move of the U.S. 
embassy in Israel to 
Jerusalem, ft is this Con- 
gress that has tied humili- 
ating conditions to U.S. aid 
to Palestinians and has 
continued to press that 
each of its conditions be 
met. And it is this Congress 
that regularly threatens to 
tie the hands of the admin- 
istration in the Middle East 
peace process unless the 
administration bends to its 


will. 

Not only do we have, as 
is the common refrain in 
the Arab World, an 
extremely pro-Israel 
administration that will not 
publicly pressure or criti- 
cise even the most outra- 
geous Israeli behaviour — 
we also have a pro-Likud 
Republican leadership in 
the Congress that often 
poses a threat to the admin- 
istration by tying its hands 
and pressing on it anti- 
peace policies. 

Even now, after Israel's 
horrible assault against 
Lebanon, the administra- 
tion is seeking ways to pro- 
vide some assistance to 
Lebanon. But the same 
Congress that would gen- 
erously increase aid to 
Israel, is willing to send 
only a few million to 
Lebanon. And one power- 
ful Senator has so far suc- 
ceeded in blocking any 
consideration of an admin- 
istration request to send 
some excess military 
equipment to assist the 
straggling Lebanese army. 

Even after the Palestine 
National' Council met the 
congressional-established 
deadline and voted to 
revoke sections of the PLO 
Charter that contradicted 
the Oslo 1 and Oslo II 
agreements, the congres- 
sional leadership is still not 
satisfied and will not 
release the last S410 mil- 
lion in money already 
allotted to the Palestinians 
in the 1996 budget. 

The rhetoric these con- 
gressman use to deride the 
Palestinian leadership is 
embarrassing. It is Likud 
language, and more remi- 
niscent of the darkest days 
of the Reagan era than in 


line with expectations in 
the “era of peace.” 

Compounding this prob- 
lem of tbe anti-peace 
movement is the conflu- 
ence of the U.S. and Israeli 
election campaign. 

Speeches given by con- 
gressmen to tbe recent 
meeting of the American 
Israel Public Affairs Com- 
mittee ( AIPAC — the pow- 
erful pro-Israel lobby) in 
Washington were largely 
replicas of those given in 
an earlier time. The Ameri- 
can Jewish community, 
conditioned by 12 years of 
Likud rule in Israel and tbe 
accompanying rhetoric of 
hatred and fear, responded 
enthusiastically to pledges 
to support Israeli military 
supremacy, to condemna- 
tions of Islamic fundamen- 
talism. to pledges of even 
greater pressure on the 
Palestinians until they stop 
terrorism and change their 
charter, and to unquestion- 
ing support for every 
action and policy of the 
Israeli government. 

Because fear is a more 
powerfiii force than hope 
for peace, politicians find it 
easier to mobilise support 
around this strong emo- 
tion. For the very same rea- 
son. tbe Labour Party in 
Israel has blurred the lines 
between itself and the 
Likud in a desperate effort 
not to lose its election cam- 
paign. This was the source 
of the decision for the ruth- 
less bombing of Lebanon, 
the imposition of the stran- 
gling closure on the still- 
occupied territories, the 
continued building of new 
settlements and land con- 
fiscations, and hysterical 
campaign againsr “funda- 
mentalism.'’ 


All of this translates as 
well into business as usual 
in the U.S. election year 
debate. 

Reading the Middle East 
policy statements of candi- 
dates running for the Sen- 
ate and Congress seeking 
support from the American 
Jewish community, it is 
difficult to remember that 
there is a peace process 
underway. 

These statements, fre- 
quently written for the can- 
didate by pro-lsrael sup- 
porters (all the candidates 
are then asked to do is to 
endorse the position), 
emphasise the themes of 
the past For tbe most part, 
candidates pledge “uncom- 
promising support for 
Israel” as “America’s 
steadfast and only democ- 
ratic ally — a nation with 
which we have shared val- 
ues and interests.” Peace 
becomes peace for Israel 
alone, and so the candi- 
dates pledge “to stand by 
Israel as it takes risks for 
peace." And then comes 
the all too- familiar refrain 
of commitments to: 

— maintain Israel’s mili- 
tary superiority; 

— maintain Israel’s aid 
at current levels; 

— punish nations that do 
not make peace with Israel; 
and 

— insistence that the 
U.S. Embassy in Israel be 
moved to Jerusalem. 

Lost in all of this, in both 
Israel and the U.S., is any 
substantial discussion of 
the requirements of peace. 
How, one might reasonably 
ask. can there be peace 
when both politicians and 
public opinion are sustain- 
ing the rhetoric of war? 

1 argued two and half 


years ago in articles and 
speeches before both Arab 
and Jewish audiences, that 
for there to be peace, a new 
paradigm had to be con- 
structed. Both Arabs and 
Jews needed to provide 
mutual support and recog' 
ration of each other’s 
rights and needs. 

If one side seeks peace 
while the other side, out of 
weakness and fear, seeks 
only to maintain its superi- 
ority, then the peace that is 
realised will, by definition, 
be a distorted one. 

This, thus far, is the state 
of the 1996 political dis- 
cussion. The challenge 
here in the U.S. is for Arab 
Americans to insist that the 
American Jewish leader- 
ship assume responsibility 
for what is taking place in 
tbe electoral debate. To 
say, as they do, that they 
are committed lo peace 
while allowing pro-Likud 
elements to dominate the 
political discussion 

(because more popular and 
comfortable rhetoric of the 
past) is unacceptable. 

The mainstream of the 
American Jewish commu- 
nity cannot celebrate the 
destructive legislation to 
move the U.S. embassy, 
seek to smear and isolate 
mains tream American 
Muslim organisations, sup- 
port politicians who spout 
ami-peace and ami -Pales- 
tinian rhetoric, remain 
silent in the face of the 
destruction of Lebanon — 
and still expect to be 
viewed as partners in the 
peace process. 

This must change, and it 
is our challenge in 1996. 


Algeria, on the democratic path, 
can fight challenge of violence 


By G. H. Jansen 

IN ALGERIA militant 
Islam, or political Islam, 
has sustained a severe set- 
back. So much so that it is 
difficult to recall or even to 
believe that hardly a year 
ago Algeria, the state and 
society, seemed on the 
brink of dissolution under 
the impact of a civil war 
that had been going on 
since 1992 and because of 
an aborted election in 
December 1991. 

The havoc was being 
wreaked by two Islamist 
opposition parties, the 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) and the more extreme 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). At the height of the 
insurrection these two 
groups between them were 
killing, perhaps. 400 people 
a week and it is estimated 
that in all, 50,000 persons 
were killed during these 
four years of the F1S/GIA 
carnnajgn. 

It is this explosion of 
Islamist bloodlust that was 
mainly responsible for the 
Islamists' eventual defeat. 
For what the Islamists 
waged was a war of terror 
against an entire sociery by 
murdering intellectuals, 
especially those in any way 
Westernised, journalists, 
schoolgirls if they refused 
to wear the veil or Islamic 
dress, feminists, politicians 
and artists: burning down 
schools and universities 
and attacking foreign tech- 
nicians and businessmen, 
even sportsmen, attacking 
mosques and hospitals. 

How did Algeria free 
itself from this hideous 
nightmare, supposedly a 
prelude to the establish- 
ment of an Islamic state? 

The main credit must go 
to the Algerian army, which 
brutally and resolutely 
fought the Islamists to a 
standstill, though it took 
them two years to do so: 
because the army itself was 
divided between moderate 
“conciliators" and hardline 
“eradiemors," who lived up 
or down to that designation. 

The army's ascendancy 
becan to be asserted from 


March 1994 when it inflict- 
ed heavy casualties on the 
GIA in a particularly pun- 
ishing ambush. But the 
Islamists had already start- 
ed committing suicide for 
the Islamic Salvation Army, 
the military wing of the FIS 
broke with tbe GIA which 
had openly denounced the 
FIS and the Salvation Army 
as its “enemy.” 

If the actions of the GIA 
sound familiar, it is because 
in its cruelty it bore distinct 
resemblance to the cruel 
actions of tbe Taliban in 
Afghanistan and to the non- 
Islamic Khmer Rouge in 
Cambodia. The GIA did not 
just kill people by shooting 
(hem: it punished its ene- 
mies by gouging out their 
eyes or beheading them. 


destroy each other. This 
internecine struggle was 
made possible, if not posi- 
tively encouraged, by the 
fact that Islamist leaders 
like Abbas Madani and All 
Bel Haj were jailed at the 
beginning of the unrest and 
so were incommunicado. 
Plus the fact that the anny 
intelligence had penetrated 
the ranks of the GIA, and in 
any underground struggle, 
intelligence is the most 
powerful weapon. 

One other factor that 
helped defeat tbe Islamists 
is that both sides showed 
restraint in using the Alger- 
ian economy at a weapon or 
a field of battle. It was note- 
worthy that while the 
Islamists attacked a wide 
variety of institutions, usu- 


Even the most fanatic 
Islamist is aware of the dis- 
suasive effect of unemploy- 
ment and hunger, especially 
when they impact on the 
huge families thar are typi- 
cal in Algeria. 

The foreign oil compa- 
nies, even though they pre- 
sented targets, were also, 
more or less, left alone. So 
even at times of greatest 
violence and economic dis- 
ruption. they continued to 
enter into large contracts 
with the Algerian govern- 
ment — a mark of confi- 
dence and a sign to its ene- 
mies that the government 
was not about to be over- 
thrown but would continue 
to function well into the 
future. 

Yet another self-defeating 


M.KAHIL 



It was precisely the cruel- 
ty and extremism of the 
GIA that split the ranks of 
the Islamists because the 
FIS broke away from the 
GIA because of its indis- 
criminate violence. And not 
just the RS. but moderate 
Islamic groups as well, like 
Hamas led by Sheikh Nah- 
nah. so that the army under 
the leadership of President- 
General Liumine Zeroual 
could leave the Islamists to 


ally by burning down their 
buildings, they left the vital 
oil and wine producing sec- 
tors virtually untouched, 
even though the production 
of wine is. in Islamic terms, 
“horanf, “forbidden" 
Because the Islamists 
recognised that if they crip- 
pled the large oil and wine 
sectors, the first persons to 
suffer would be the lower 
middle class members of 
their massive following. 


trait of the GIA and, to a 
lesser extern, of the FIS, 
was the arrogant Islamist 
claim that it was the sole 
expression of militant Islam 
and of Algerian national 
independence. As a result, 
other respectable and well- 
established political group- 
ings — like [he Berber- 
Socialist Force From (FFS) 
and the old Liberation 
Front (the FLN'i, which led 
Algeria's long-struggle 


against the French — even- 
tually shifted from opposi- 
tion to the army to coopera- 
tion with the president This 
did not happen, however, 
until after the presidential 
election held in November 
1995. The Islamists, 
inevitably, opposed the 
election with bitter hostility 
and openly threatened to 
kill anyone who voted. 
However, the ordinary peo- 
ple in Algeria had become 
so aliened from and dis- 
gusted with the GIA’s cru- 
elty and violence that they 
determined to vote — and 
in large numbers. Overall 
participation was very high, 
at 75 per cent, with 61 per 
cent voting for Mr. Zeroual. 
There is a lesson here for 
Jordan, which is that the 
most effective weapon 
against the arrogance and 
excesses of militant 
Isla mis ts is democracy, but 
only if ft is a genuine 
democracy and not the for- 
malised imitation that is so 
often found in Arab coun- 
tries. 

Since his victory, with bis 
legitimacy now solidly 
based, President Zeroual 
has announced that a con- 
stituent assembly would be 
convened in the second half 
of this year to draft a new 
constitution in preparation 
for parliamentary and 
municipal elections in 
1997. 

Thus, Algeria, a country 
that a year ago was dis- 
missed as a hopeless case is 

now well and truly 
launched on a programme 
that will democratise the 
country’s authoritarian 
POlmcai system — a sys . 
tern that had failed, and 
transformed its command 
economy that was breakin* 
down, into a market econ^ 
my. 

And all this through peo- 

pC j ,. povrer - using the 
modahty of democracy. 
Plus, of course, the readi- 
ness of the defenders of 
democracy , 0 match [h 

VIO CT, challenge mounted 

by the enemies of democra- 

cy even if they did so in the 
snered name of religion 


Sheer 

villa-ny 


By Ali Kassay 

In the brave days of yore, 
when Jordan was a poor 
country with a low literacy 
rate and an almost total 
absence of university 
degree holders, houses 
used to be designed and 
built by traditional master- 
bulders, not by architects 
and engineers. Those 
houses, some of which still 
stand between the First and 
Third circles of Amman, 
were functional light andi 
energy-efficient, as well as * 
beautiful. 

Jordan has come a long 
way since those days. Now^ 
a considerable section of 
our society is very afflue a. 
Jor dani ans have travelled 
and interacted with other 
cultures. Today the coun- 
try prides itself with one of 
the highest rates of univer- 
sity degree holders per 
capita in the world. As a 
result of this major leap 
forward, conventional 
houses have given way to 
villas, designed by archi- 
tects, executed by civil 
engineers, and which con- 
stitute one of the country’s 
most prominent eye-sores. 

Geometry has never had 
it so good. As you roam in 
the more modern suburbs ^ 
of Amman, you are greeted ' 
by a dazzling array of 
architectural styles, from 
the Neolithic era to the 
neon-lit age. The dominat- 
ing dome stands as an elab- 
orate assertion of our Arab- 
Islamic patrimony, which 
competes for your rapt 
appreciation Iwitii upright 
£i£ieco-Roman columns, 
and oblique Alpine roofs in 
such a variety, of colours 
that you wonder if all tbe 
tiles were stolen from the 
same public lavatory. And 
the beauty of Amman is 
that you find all the above 
in the same edifice. 

On the inside, the ever- 
present art-deco staircase, 
and the piano which none 
in the house can play, 
attests to an avid watcher 
of Egyptian movies of the*, 
thirties and forties. 
romantic at heart, the Jor- 
danian householder pays 
considerable money to sat- 
isfy his fantasy of seeing 
his wife make a dramatic 
entrance h la Fatin Haraa- 
ma. Then he realises to his 
alarm that women wore 
long gowns in the hey day 
of the Egyptian musical, 
whereas the apple of his 
eye is clad in a mini, so he 
proceeds to pour good 
money after bad to have the 
carved- wood banister 
wrapped in material to 
cover the space under the 
railing. 

Another feature of the old “ 
houses of .Amman was the 
veranda overlooking the gar- 
den. You were always certain 
to find some member of the 
family lounging there in the#| 
long summer afternoons, fill- 
ing his lungs with the delicate 
fragrance of the jasmine, 
while admiring the geraniums 
and roses further beyond. 
Today the garden has given 
way to the garage, so the 
householder encloses himself 
behind tinted glass windows, 
listens to the gentle hum of the 
air-conditioning unit, while ' 
admiring the flora on four 
wheels that adorn the space 
outside. 

I ny to imagine what archae- ■ 
ologists will think of Amman 
in a few hundred years. How 
will they interpret this hodge- 
podge that attempts to com- 
bine the baroque with the 
barmy, the florid rococo with 
utterly roguish ? Will they 
imagine that Amman was sub- 
jected to an invasion by post- 
modernist plebs ? 

It makes one wonder about . 
our architects. They tem* 
acquired university degrees?^ 

but they seem to lack taste by 
egrees. One wonders if (heir 
time might not have been bet- 
ter employed had they taken 
an apprenticeship under a tra- 
'tional muster-builder 
instead. 
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Lebanon to complain 
Israel breached truce 
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BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon 
trill lodge a complaint over 
what it says, was an Israeli 
violation of a ceasefire that 
ended a 16-day Israeli blitz of 
the country, Prime Minister 
Rafik A1 Hariri was quoted 
on Tuesday as saying. 

In Washington, Israel and 
its Arab neighbours dis- 
agreed on Monday on a near- 
jy deal to monitor the cease- 
fire h i Lebanon, despite U.S. 
calls for a quick agreement 
following fresh clashes there. 

Mr. Hariri was quoted by 
Beirut newspapers as telling 
reporters in Paris that Leba- 
non would lodge the com- 
plaint with a five-nation ceas- 
efire monitoring committee 
that is being formed. 

“Without a doubt, we will 
press a complaint to the com- 
mittee pertaining to the 
breach,” Mr. Hariri said after 
meeting French President 
Jacques Chirac on Monday. 

He was referring to an inci- 
dent on Sunday in which 
■^Lebanese security sources 
^aid Israeli tanks fired solid 
carrying no explosives into 
villages north of Israel's 
South Lebanon occupation 
zone, wounding a woman. 

The April 26 ceasefire 
understanding bars attacks by 
both sides from or at civilian 
areas. It does not bar guerril- 
la attacks on troops in the 
zone Israel has occupied 
since 1985 to ward off cross- 
frontier raids. 

Guerrillas have wounded 
seven Israeli soldiers in 
attacks on the zone since the 
ceasefire. 


Sunday’s shelling came af- 
ter two Hizbollab guerrillas 
■were killed and an Israeli 
soldier was wounded in a 
dash in the zone. 

On Monday, Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fans Bouez 
accused Israel of violating the 
ceasefire by shelling civilian 
areas but said Beirut could 
not press a complaint as the 
ceasefire committee was not 
formed yet. 

Mr. Hariri said be discus- 
sed the commitment with Mr. 
Chirac, adding it would begin 
work “very soon.” France 
will be on the committee with 
the United States, Israel, 
Lebanon and Syria. 

Delegates from the five 
countries have been meeting 
in Washington to discuss 
formation of the committee 
to monitor the ceasefire on 
the last active war front of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Syria said- on Sunday the 
Israeli shelling of dvilian 
targets was a violation of the 
ceasefire understanding. 

Israel said dvilian casual- 
ties were the responsibility of 
Hezbollah guerrillas, whom it 
accused of violating the ceas- 
efire by operating from a 
built-up area and then with- 
drawing to a village. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher declined 
to take sides on Monday over 
who was to blame for Sun- 
day's fighting, saying the 
fads were still “cloudy.” 

Mr. Christopher told re- 
porters he hoped the violence 
was over, and said it empha- 
sised the need for setting up 


King receives British award 


(Continued from page 1) 


seriously to establish a just 
•tand lasting peace — “peace 
-between the peoples rather 
than between persons or gov- 
ernments.” 

The King said he was 
touched and moved by the 
distinguished award: “I am 
most deeply moved and 
touched by the award I re- 
ceived tonight which I shall 
always treasure, but, more 
that ’that, by the thoughtful? 
oess-of our friends in helping 
us deal with one of the most 
formidable challenges in our 
regioa — water and water re- 
se&rdt.Tecbnioa has been a vein-’ 
de of teaming hi our region. We 
are aware of its great achieve- 
ments and contributions and 
I hope and pray 'that before 
long I will have the privilege 
of visiting with our friends to 
see for myself and to learn 
more of what they have 
achieved and to discuss the 
programme in progress re- 
siding our joint effort to 
work together, to research 
and find ways and means by 
which we can preserve water 
(and which) we can use to the 
best of our abilities and tap 
and discover new sources of 
water for our peoples, for our 
lands, for our industries, for 
the future we seek for our 
people in peace. 

“Our region is still trou- 
bled. We are still short of the 
comprehensive peace, but we 
have every hope and confi- 
dence that Jordan and Israel 
can be an example of peace 
not attached to a thermo- 
metre or a barometre in 


terms of cold and bot, fair or 
stormy. Peace is peace which 
lives in the hearts of people 
and in their minds and souls.' 
I am very touched and moved 
by the fact that it seems to me 
that, at a moment 
approaching the Israeli elec- 
tions to be held soon, friends 
in Israel from both the major 
parties, out of friendship, 
seem to try to place me in a 
position of being on this side 
or that side. I believe that 
peace is the demand of one 
and all, certainly the over- 
whelming' majority in Israel, 
regardless of their political 
affiliations. We believe that 
this is a dynamic of a soul that 
we are moving ahead. We 
believe in a bright future for 
all our peoples.” 

The King received congra- 
tulations over being the rece- 
pient of the award from 
Queen Elizabeth of Britain, 
and British Prime Minister 
John Major, who said that 
few world leaders did what 
the King had done for en- 
hancing mutual cooperation 
and advancing better under- 
standing m the Middle East. 

Also congratulating the 
King were former British 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, who 
praised a joint water research 
project, which will be named 
after Their Majesties Kong 
Hussein and Queen Noor. 
The project will be carried 
out jointly by Jordan and tbe 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity and Israel. 


‘King to meet Barak in London’ 


(Continued from page I) 


Vordanian confirmation that 
the meeting was indeed tak- 
ing place. 

Another Israeli official, 
Uri Savir, said in occupied 
Jerusalem that a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian-Israeli 
economic committee was to 
meet in Amman on Sunday. 

Apparently suggesting that 
the meeting was a positive 
indication of efforts to re- 
solve the strain in the 
Jordaniau-Israeli rela- 
tionship, Mr. Savir said there 
was no crists between tbe two 
countries. 

The English-language 

Jerusalem Post said the pur- 
ported London meeting was 
aimed at restarting the “high- 
level strategic dialogue" be- 
tween Jordan and Israel that 
was interrupted by the 16-day 
Israeli assault against South 
Lebanon in which more than 
200 people, the bulk of them 
civilians, were killed, hun- 
dreds were ^wounded and 
|fDO.OOO were displaced from 
*‘S5r homes. 

The Post said the London 
meeting “follows Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres' con- 
sultations with top aides Sun- 
day night in a bid to explore 
ways to ease the current diffi- 
culties in the bilateral ties.” 


The paper quoted the 
Israeli ambassador to Jordan, 
Shimon Shamir, as saying 
that during the meeting 
“there was a consensus 
among all those involved on 
the need to sit down and 
solve all the problems.” 

According to the Post, 
Israeli officials hope that the 
resumption of high-level tails 
will reduce negative public 
opinion in Jordan against 
Israel. Foreign Minister 
Barak was “expected to brief 
King Hussein oo political de- 
velopments in dealing with 
the Palestinians and Lebanon 
in the aftermath” of the 
Israeli blitz in Lebanon, it 
said. 

The Jerusalem Post reported: 

Apart from tbe initiation of 
die dialogue itself, there are spe- 
cific issues Jordan would like 
discussed, officials say. 

First, Jordan would like to 
clarify, and hopefully increase,* 
its export quotas to tbe West 
Bank. Jordan says there are con- 
tradictions between the low 
levels of Jordanian exports to the 
territories agreed on between 
Israel and die Palestinians in 
May' 1994, and the Jordnian ex- 
ports \permitted to the territories 
under the IsraeUordan peace 
treaty. 


the proposed monitoring 
group to check compliance 
with the U.S.-brokered ceas- 
efire. 

The Washington ambassa- 
dors of Israel, Syria, Leba- 
non and France met U.S. 
special Middle East coordina- 
tor Dennis Ross at the State 
Department m a bid to re- 
solve remaining differences 
Over a draft monitoring plan 
they drew up last week. 

They considered comments 
onthe plan from their five 
governments, which re- 
viewed the draft over the 
weekend. 

But the envoys later left, 
saying they would meet again 
on Tuesday in view of con- 
tinued disputes ove the fine 
print of tbe accord. 

Israeli Ambassador Itamar 
Rabinovich told reporters: 
“The Lebanese and Syrian 
delegations asked to reopen 
the draft, and we had our 
own proposal for modifica- 
tion.” 

Diplomats say tbe prop- 
osed monitoring group wfll 
consist mainly of military 
officers from the five coun- 
tries, with the chairmanship 
rotating between the United 
States and France. It will be 
based in the South Lebanese 
border town of Naqonra. 

But Syrian Ambassador 
Walid A1 Moslem said there 
were still differences over a 
proposal for Israel to delay 72 
hours before retaliating, 
against any Hizbollafa attack 
on a civilian target, to allow 
the group to investigate. 


Kabariti, 
World Bank 
official 
exchange 
views 

(Continued from page 1) 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Tuesday re- 
viewed with the director of 
the World Bank's Middle 
East and North Africa de- 
partment, Inder Sud, the eco- 
nomic situation in Jordan and 
Jordan's economic achieve- 
ments, including the stability 
of prices and the increase in 
exports by eight per cent this 
year. Mr. Kabariti also dis- 
cussed with the World Bank 
official the possibility of sup- 
porting projects benefiting 
the underprivileged people, 
including the small projects 
programme. 

Views e xchang ed 
with Sandi official 

Also on Tuesday, Mr. 
Kabariti reviewed with 
Prince Sultan Ben Abdul 
Aziz, the second deputy 
prime minister and Saudi 
Minister of Defence and 
Aviation, bilateral relations 
in tbe various fields. In a 
telephone conversation, they 
also discussed regional and 
international developments 
of mutual concern. 

Omani message received 

The prime minister also 
received a message from 
Omani Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Flhr Ben Mahmoud AI 
Said dealing with bilateral 
relations. The message was 
delivered to Mr. Kabariti by 
Omani Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Mohammad Sultan Al 
Boursai'di during a meeting 
at the Prime Ministry. 

Mr. Kabariti also called at 
the army headquarters where 
he met for a while with Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Field Marshal Abdul 
Hafez Mind and congratu- 
lated him on his promotion to 
the rank of field marshal. 

The prime minister also 
sent a cable of condolences to 
his Syrian counterpart 
Mahmoud Al Zulu, express- 
ing condolences and those of 
the Jordanian government 
over the death of the Syrian 
minister of awqaf . 

32 suspects. 

(Continued from page 1)' 

was en route to Israel and 
questioned them. 

Israeli reports said the 
Palestinians had been 
arrested in Turkey for 
allegedly planning an attack 
in Israel. However, Turkish 
officials said the passports die 
men were carrying turned out 
to be genuine and that there 
was no reason to detain them 
further. 



ELECTION TRAIL: Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres waves to bedouin supporters as he stands next to 
Sheikh Ibrahim Al Amor, one of the leading notables among the bedouin community, following an 
election speech on Tuesday in a town in the desert Several thousand bedouins turned to support Mr. Peres. 
The made-up hats are printed in Arabic with the slogan "Peres Builder of Peace and Equality." (Reuter 
photo) 


JPA assails Muasher over draft 
law; minister rejects assertions 


By Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of In- 
formation Marwan Muasher 
on Tuesday brushed aside 
complaints by tbe Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) that 
he was marginalising the role 
of the JPA and stepping over 
its historic rights. But he said 
he <fid not want to start a war 
of words with the JPA. 

Branding the . minister's 
attitude as hostile and inex- 
plicable, the association's ex- 
ecutive council issued a state- 
ment calling on Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti to 
intervene and solve the dis- 
pute. 

The association said the 
minister was constantly mak- 
ing statements “meant” to 
marginalise the association's 
role. It said tbe minister was 
planning to introduce a new 
JPA law to be discussed by 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment in its extraordinary ses- 
sion this summer without 
prior consultation with the 
association. The association 
said it tried to meet with tbe 
minister to discuss the law 
but he refused. 

Tbe minister said tins was 
not true. 

The association said it ex- 
tended invitations to the 
minister to meet with him but' 
they were turned down.. 
“This attitude is in contradic- 
tion with the government’s, 
declared stand towards the' 
press and its slogans of trails-, 
parency and of raising the' 
.ceiling of freedom and re-- 
sponsibility,” the associa- 
tion’s statement said. 

“The association, and view 
of the minister's aggressive 
attitude towards the associa- 
tion and his insistence to deal 
with the JPA council as ille- 


gitimate, regards this position 
as incomprehensible and in 
contradiction with his Majes- 
ty King Hussein's call to 
organise the profession and 
draw a press code of honour 
that protects journalists and ■ 
their role in spreading the 
truth,” the statement said. 

“Tbe council calls on the 
minister for an immediate 
meeting to discuss the new’ 
law. Otherwise, the council 
considers itself obliged to dis- 
cuss the appropriate legal 
procedures that guarantee its 
role properly. It also hopes 
that the prime minister would 
intervene to put things back 
on track,” it added. 

The minister dismissed the 
charges and said: 

“I don’t want to start a 
fight. Fve done everything I 
can to come np with a mod- 
ern law. It is up to the press 
corps and tbe House to de- 
cide on the changes.” 

The current JPA law dates 
back to 1983. The JPA intro- 
duced several amendments to 
the law in 1989 and presented 
them to the House in 1990. 
However, the House's law 
committee started discussions 
of tbe law only this year. 

JPA President Suleiman 
Qudah admitted that those 
1990 amendments were out- 
dated and said the association 
worked on new amendments 
and presented them to the 
law committee two months 
ago. 

Meanwhile, the minister of 
information, a former jour- 
nalist himself, has announced 
plans for major changes in 
the field of information in- 
dading press related laws, 
the JPA law in particular. 

Dr. Muasher forwarded to 
the legislation office at the 
prime ministry the outline of 
a new draft JPA. According 


Groups protest activist’s arrest 

(Continued from page 12) 

Council, wrote a column pnb- self-rule to the nearly 30 
fished in Tuesday's edition of years of Israeli occupation 
Al Hayat Al Jadid newspaper that preceded it. 
that he believed Dr. Sarraj But Mr. Amr said there 
had erred in comparing the was no justification for 
situation under Palestinian arresting Dr.. Sarraj. 

Study assails Security Council 

(Continued from page 12) 

sanctions, has been “critical than 20 per cent of the mini- 
in preventing famine.” mum needs of Iraq.” 

The report shares the posi- According to the 1995 
tive judgement on the Iraqi FAO report, Iraq needs $2.7 
rationing system expressed billion worth of food every 
by other organisations’ re- year while the ofl-for-food 
ports, including a 1995 docu- deal will allow Iraq to buy $2 
ment prepared by the U.N. billion in food, medicine. 
Food and Agriculture Orga- spare parts, instruments for 
nisation (FAO). surgery and supplies for hos- 

According to the CESR pitals. “It is a positive input, 
report, the success of the but not the solution,” Mr. 
rationing system is due to the Hamid said, 
high level of political commit- “At the political level, the 

ment on the part of the gov- oil-for-food deal with consoli- 
ernment, able to ensure that dates the regime, eases the 
people have access to tbe political pressure from within 
basic bundle of staple com- and alleviates tension.” he 
modities, and to the fact that said, 
the rationing system is struc- "There will also be an un- 
rated around a “judicious pact at the international 
mix of public and private level.” 
sector, with good mechanism “Iraq will be back into tbe 
for monitoring and cross- economic game: French, 
checks,” including a com- Germans and European com- 
puterised list of all benefi- panies in general were 
/naripg already very much interested 

The oil-for-food deal * in having a bigger role to play 
reached on Monday by Iraq within this oil-for-food deal,” 
and the U.N., Mr. 'Hamid and they will now be able to 
said, “is definitely a positive enter, though partially, the 
change,” though, “in figures, Iraqi market as suppliers. 


to the draft, all prerequisites 
for JPA membership wfll be 
cancelled and tbe quota sys- 
tem in the JPA board will be 
abolished. 

These changes and the 
minister's initiative to intor- 
duce a new law instead of 
discussing amendments to the 
amendments stirred the con- 
troversy. Some believe that 
tbe journalism profession 
should always be protected 
from “intruders.” The asso- 
ciation, one of the board 
members said, might not 
have carried out its duty in. 
full in terms of protecting 
journalists and upgrading the 
standard of the profession, 
but its membership should 
remain voluntary to empower 
ft. 

However, a large number 
of journalists in Jordan are 
not JPA members. The gov- 
ernment and the JPA are 
aware of this situation, but 
chose not to take action 
against them in tbe past. 
These journalists could not 
possibly become JPA mem- 
bers, though some of them 
might be in the profession for 
decades, because they do not' 
meet the association's rondi- . 
turns for membership. 

Freelancers, correspon- 
dents of news agencies and 
publications who have not 
worked in Jordanian publica- 
tions and journalists working 
for political party newspapers 
could not be considered for 
membership. 

Publishers and managers in 
any publications are auto- 
matically considered JPA 
members even if they have 
never practised the profes- 
sion. 

The JPA law also allocates 
three seats for publishers in 
the 10-member board. The 


minister of information has 
said that these three obstacles 
wfll be removed by the new 
law. 

The JPA board, however, 
believs that whatever the 
changes are, the minister 
should have consulted with 
the board and agreed on a 
new law. 

“It has never happened in 
the history of journalism that 
a law is passed without con- 
sultation with the associa- 
tion,” he said. “We have not 
even seen the law.” 

The minister has repeated- 
ly said he was planning to 
introduce a new draft. The 
features of the draft law were 
made known to the public 
and to journalists. In his 
Monday’s press briefings, the 
minister has explained his 
policies towards information 
and the changes he intends to 
introduce to the JPA law. 
Bnt the association is 
obviously disgruntled with 
the minister's moves towards 
changing the law without its 
knowledge but did not reveal 
its discontentment until Tues- 
day. 

An analyst who preferred 
not to be named said the 
issue would be solved “by 
sitting down and discussing 
ft.” 

“Both of them are legiti- 
mate bodies and they should 
be able” to work things 
together. 

In the analyst’s view, the 
government has succeeded in 
easing pressures, especially 
when it comes to issues con- 


U.S. says 

Tehran 

behind 

W.Bank 

killing 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said on 
Tuesday there was growing 
evidence that Iran was using 
“terrorism” to undermine the 
Middle East peace process. 

He accused an Iranian- 
backed group of a shooting in 
Israel last week that killed an 
Israeli-American student. 

“The evidence has grown 
in recent months. In advance 
of Israel’s elections. Iranian- 
trained terrorists have been 
sent to infiltrate Israel and 
the Palestinian territories. 
Some have been intercepted. 
Others narrowly failed in car- 
rying out their deadly activi- 
ties. Still others have suc- 
ceeded in their murderous 
missions," Mr. Christopher 
said in a speech to the 
Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. 

“We believe that an 
Iranian-backed group was re- 
sponsible for last week's 
drive-by shooting of an 
Israeli-American Yeshiva 
student in the West Bank,” 
Mr. Christopher said. 

“There should no longer 
be any debate about Iran’s 
involvement in terrorism 
against the peace process,” 
be said. 

He said that while the Un- 
ited States and its European 
allies — long at odds over this 
issue — “now share a similar 
analysis of the facts, we differ 
when it comes to how best to 
deal with Iran.” The Euro- 
peans engage in what they 
call a “critical dialogue” with 
Tehran while carrying on 
normal trade. 

“The Europeans them- 
selves acknowledge that this 
policy has produced no signi- 
ficant change in Iran’s atti- 
tude,” Mr. Christopher said. 

He asserted that Tehran 
gives millions of dollars each 
year to both Islamic Jihad 
and Hamas and bankrolls the 
Lebanese Hizbollafa with up 
to $100 million annually. 

Mr. Christopher, referring 
to a recent address here by 
bis German counterpart, 
Klaus Kinkel. siad the United 
States and its European allies 
shared the same assessment 
of the Iranian regime. 

But “we differ on how best 
to deal with Iran,” he added. 
“No amount of dialogue will 
alter Iran’s policy.” 

In his recent speech before 
a U.S. Jewish group, Mr. 
Kinkel stressed Bonn's view 
that ft was better to maintain 
a dialogue with Iran that to 
sever all links, introduce 
sanctions and risk radicalising 
the country through isola- 
tion. 


ceming public and press free- „ . . 

(fonts, fait pointed out that if ( JnnOQlfl 
changes were to be made r r 


they should be made im- 
mediately without procras- 
tination since “there is always 
opposition to new ideas.” 


Baghdad hails oil accord 


it wfll only provide for less Mr. Hamid said. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Hussein from diverting the 
proceeds for illegitimate 
use,” U.N. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright said. 

In remarks to the United 
Nations Association of the 
United States, Ms. Albright 
said the oil-for-food deal did 
not mean the end of sanctions 
on Iraq. 

Tbe U.N.-controlled deal 
“allows us to address a huma- 
nitarian tragedy, albeit one 
manufactured by an especial- 
ly cruel dictator, and make 
sure that a particularly 
dangerous regime cannot 
wriggle out of its internation- 
al obligations and once again 
pose a threat to the region 
and American troops,” Ms. 
Albright said. 

Her remarks came as the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee 
met to work out details of the 
oil-for-food deal. 

Mr. Corell, the chief nego- 
tiator for the U.N., told re- 
porters be bad presented the 
“rather complex document” 
to the committee. 

“I have done my task ... 
they now have to do their 
part of the job,” Mr. Corell 
said. 

Tbe panel, made up repre- 
sentatives of the 15 Security 
Council members, must 
approve each sale of Iraqi 
crude oil under the memor- 
andum of understanding 
signed Monday. 

Diplomats said Mr. Corell 


explained the procedure for 
the complex deal allowing the 
resumption of Iraqi oil ex- 
ports under the embargo, 
which officially remains in 
place. 

Western leaders hailed the 
deal, but the Gulf Arab states 
remained tight-lipped over 
the accord. 

Kuwaiti Oil Minister 
Abdul Mobsen Al Medaj 
brushed aside the accord, 
saying ft would not effect oil 
prices and the market would 
be able to “soak up” the Iraqi 
crude. 


(Continued from page 12) 

“If the issues of refugees 
and the displaced were 
negotiated within the 
-framework of a Jordanian- 
Palestinian confederation , 
Israel could claim it has no 
responsibility towards these 
people on the basis that they 
actually live in their coun- 
try,” he maintained. 

In a five-page statement, 
the opposition coalition also 
called on the government to 
reconsider its “pro- 
American” positions and “go 
back to the Arab fold.” 

“We urge policymakers of ‘ 
our country to abandon their 
stands for the sake of the 
Jordanian people and make a 
serious step towards develop- 
ing cooperation and under- 
standing with Iraq and Iran," 
the statement said. 


Higher Court dismisses case 

(Continued from page 12) 


guarantee under a stipulation 
that the government would 
receive 20 per cent of all 
gross revenues of the com- 
pany in five years or JD 28 
million, whichever is higher. 

The company will have ex- 
clusivity for mobile phone 
services in Jordan for the first 
four years and will transfer ail 
equipment and operations to 
the Jordanian government af- 
ter a period of 16 years. 

The company launched the 
first phase of its operations in 
September and says it expects 
to complete the second phase 
of the project way ahead of 
the deadline stipulated in the 
licensing agreement. 

According to businessmen, 
the company is doing well. 


having already met in less 
than one year three quarters 
of its target of 20,000 subscri- 
bers in two years. 

“It looks as if the govern- 
ment would collect more than 
the minimum revenues stipu- 
lated in the licensing agree- 
ment if the company keeps 
up its present level of busi- 
ness,” said a senior executive 
from another firm which had 
also sought the tender. 

The telecommunication 
authorities have invited other 
companies interested in start- 
ing mobile phone services in 
Jordan. Their operations will 
begin after the first four years 
of exclusivity given to the 
Jordan Mobile Telephone 
Services Company. 



8 Economy 
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OPEC is reluctant to make room 
for Iraqi oil output — experts 


PARIS (AFP) — Oil produc- 
ers in OPEC arc likely to 
show great reluctance to 
make room for Iraq in their 
production plan when they 
meet in Vienna on June 5. 
European experts said 
Tuesday, the day after an 
agreement enabling Iraq to 
resume exporting. 

Other members of the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), benefiting from 
high prices now. might wait 
until prices fell and a crisis 
lamse. the expens said. 

Since August 19*>0. 
when the invasion of Kuwait 
by Iraq caused [he United 
Nations to place an embargo 
on exports of Iraqi oil. 
OPEC countries have in- 
creased their output sharply 
to .-ompensatc for me 
banned oil. 

At the time Iraq had an 
OPEC production quota of 
3.1-1 million barrels per 
day. 

Saudi Arabia, which then 
liad a quota of 5.4 million 
barrels a day. now has a 
quota of eight million bar- 
rels per day. 

Under an agreement 
siened in New York 


Monday. Iraq is to be per- 
mitted to export oil worth 
S2 billion during a period 
of two months. This is 
equivalent to about 700.000 
barrels per day at current 
prices. 

This agreement, which 
may be renewed, is intended 
to permit Iraq to buy food 
and medicine for its popula- 
tion. 

OPEC has set itself an 
overall production ceiling 
of 24.5 million barrels per 
day but many members are 1 
exceeding their quotas and 
Lhe total being produced is 
about 26 million barrels per 
day. 

At Klcinwort Benson in 
London, analyst Mehdi 
Varzi said: "If OPEC is not 
ready to reduce its produc- 
tion to make way for Iraq, it 
might be turning out nearly 
27 million barrels per day 
by September. I do not be- 
lieve that the market can ab- 
sorb the additional produc- 
tion from Iraq without a fail 
of prices." 

World demand for oil 
was very strong because the 
world economy was recover- 
ing and because the northern 
hemisphere had been 


through a particularly hard 
winter, he said. "But produc- 
tion by non-OPEC countries 
is increasing constantly. ..it 
is therefore for OPEC to' 
control output." 

Negotiations were likely 
to be tough if the organisa- 
tion wanted to restrain out- 
put to 26 million barrels per 
day. 

Mr. Varzi said that there 
was a danger that "OPEC 
will do nothing" because 
prices were relatively high. 

The price of Brent qual- 
ity oil in London is about 
SIS dollars per barrel. 

"OPEC usually reacts 
when it is under pressure.", 
he said. 

At the magazine 
Petrostrategies in Paris, 
Pierre Terzian said: "OPEC 
will not act until prices fall 
to less than S15 or even 
$14 per barrel." 

Mosl OPEC countries 
had prepared their budgets 
on the basis that the price of 
oil would be SI 5-SI 6 per 
barrel, and this left room for 
prices to fall, he said. 

An economist at the 
Centre for Global Energy 
Studies. Julian Lee, said: 
"OPEC is not very clever at 


preventing crises from aris- 
ing and prefers to solve 
them once they have oc- 
curred. Experience shows 
this." 

He added: "Saudi Arabia 
will not want to reduce its 
output while Venezuela ex- 
ceeds its quota by such a big 
amount. This is where the 
main problem lies." 

Venezuela, which has a 
quota of 2.3 million barrels 
per day, exceeded this 
amount by 600,000 barrels 
in April, the International 
Energy Agency has re- 
ported. 

An analyst with a 
European oil company said 
that Venezuela might pro- 
pose that each member of 
OPEC reduce its output by 
two or three per cent. 

But Iran would probably 
argue that those who had 
benefited most from the ab- 
sence of Iraqi oil. meaning 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, should bear 
any cuts alone. 

But Saudi Arabia would 
argue that each country 
should respect its quota, be 
said. 


Iraqis weigh pros and cons 
of oil deal with U.N. 


BAGHDAD '(R) — Iraqis 
Tuesday welcomed their 
government's food-for-oil 
deal with the United Nations 
but the euphoria which had 
greeted the news was re- 
placed by uncertainty about 
what the partial oil sales 
may bring. 

The celebratory gunfire 
which echoed through 
Baghdad when news of the 
agreement was broadcast 
late Monday, had fallen 
still. And traders and buyers 
started weighing pros and 
cons of the deal under which 
Iraq can export oil worth $2 
billion in six months to buy 
desperately needed food and 
medicines. 

Although officials have 
said a month is likely to 
elapse before the first oil 
flows to world markets in 
nearly six years of U.N. 
sanctions, shoppers 
Tuesday crammed popular 
markets in the city. But for 
many it was a trip to explore 
and noL to buy. 

Traders in Jamila, Iraq's 
main foodstuff centre, sold 
their wares at prices below 
those prior to the deal. But 
they were not as low as what 
many shoppers, such as Um 
Fatima, had expected. 


"I thought once there is 
an agreement, prices would 
crash again as they did early 
in the year." she said. 

Iraq's currency soared 
when Baghdad agreed to en- 
ter talks with the U.N. in 
January on partial oil sales. 
The dinar surged to about 
750 to the U.S. dollar, from 
3,000 late in 1995. 

When the deal was signed 
Monday, the dinar jumped to 
450 from about 800. .On 

Tuesday, the currency had 
slumped again to more than 
650 dinars to the dollar, 
lowered by strong buying of 
the U.S. currency. 

Baghdad traders who 
closely follow news on the 
U.N. trade embargo, im- 
posed on Iraq for its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, said it 
would take time until ship- 
ments of food arrived in 
Iraq. 

Iraqis openly discussed 
terms of the deal and in 
Shouija, Baghdad's commer-. 
cial hub, traders freely calcu- 
lated what would remain for 
Iraq of the S2 billion rev- 
enue its oil should generate 
over the six months. 

"It is about 35 cents per 
day for each of us,” said one 


Qadhafi says GATT free trade is Satanic 


TUNIS iR) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi has at- 
tacked the consumer society 
and "Satanic" rules pro- 
moted by the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade iGATT) which flood" 
the world with tasteless 
products. ' 

In an address to an eco- 
nomic forum reported by the 
official Libyan news agency 
JANA. Colonel Qadhafi de- 
scribed capitalist firms 
us"Dracula" and harshly crit- 
icised cosmetics and fashion 
models and the uselessness 
of making different types of 
toothbrush." 

- "What permits exploita- 
tive firms to go ahead with 
tasteless manufacturing, to 
invade the world.Js the es- 
tablishment of free trade 
agreements which aim at 


flooding the world's coun- 
tries and markets with in- 
sipid products," Colonel 
Qadhafi told economists in 
the eastern Libyan city of 
Benghazi." 

"They work day and 
night to establish the so- 
called GATT and NAFTA 
(North American Free Trade 
Agreement)...," he said." 
"Owners of big industrial, 
exploitative firms are the 
criminals. They are the en- 
emies of humanity." he 
added." 

The Libyan leader said 
that the development of ser- 
vices and "tasteless" indus- 
tries in Lhe world economy 
and the decreasing number 
of people working in pro- 
duction in the agricultural 
sector are the main causes of 


inflation. 

Colonel Qadhafi had the 
following to say about — 

Cosmetics: "The manu- 
facturer of cosmetics...is 
sucking the" blood of hu- 
mans. He is a Dracula." 

Toothbrushes: 
"Toothbrushi ng is neces- 
sary... but it is a masquer- 
ade. a dangerous deviation 
to create a million types of 
brushes." 

Perfumes: "World mar- 
kets and particularly Third 
World markets are flooded 
with these insipid prod- 
ucts...lhe manufacturer is a 
criminal." 

Models: "There is an 
army of models, particularly 
in Europe...modeIs say they 
are working for promotion, 
of fashionfirms...Lhis- work 


is increasing inflation. It is 
not production for us." 

Photographers and 
painters: "...These are use- 
less services." 

Ashtrays: "What is the 
.utility for millions of peo- 
ple in Africa. Asia and all 
the continents of a plant 
which manufactures expen- 
sive ashtrays?" 

Shampoos: "Eggs are. 
needed by millions of hu- 
mans yet the capitalist ex- 
ploiting firms, the Dracula. 
transform them into sham- 
poo-cocoa and pineapple 
too...and they say this is 


the best shampoo or body 
soap. This is a Satanic capi- 
talist culture." 

Pencils: "Why does hav- 
ing several colours- in a pen 
make it more expensive? 
.Why don't we have only one 
color?" 

Toys: "What is the use 
of a toy factory in a country 
where children die of 
anaemia?" 

Newspapers: "...We are 
now colonised by this 
(consumption) view through 
these insipid publications 
talking about the Satanic 
products." 



Muammar Qadhafi 


trader. "It's almost S 1 0 a 
month. That will hardly be 
enough for food.” 

Before the sanctions, 
Iraq's per capita income of 
$3,000 a year was among 
the highest in the Third 
World. 

Under the terms of the 
U-N.-Iraqi deal, of each 
$ I billion $300 million will 
go to the U.N. Gulf war repa- 
rations fund and another $20 
million to $50 million to 
other U.N. costs. 

Iraq will also have to pay 
costs of U.N. food distribu- 
tion monitors, oil experts 
supervising the sales and 
staff running the U.N.'s es- 
crow fund. 

"It could enable us to 
have more food to eat- Fill 
in shelves of our pharma- -, 
cies. Otherwise I cannot see 
any more benefits," said an 
Iraqi economist who refused 
to be named. 

Asia Karcera Suwei. aged 
50. a housewife and mother 
of four, disagreed: "This will 
help us live in prosperity. It 
is indeed good news." 

For Fatima Zeidan, 62, 
with a monthly salary of 70 
dinars, less than $1. die deal 
means a Iol "Things are- 
getting cheap, of course we 
are going to eat and drink." 

One kilogramme of rice 
was selling for about 300 
dinars on Tuesday, far lower 
than for much of the uncer- 
tainty of the talks. But 
Fatima could still not afford 
to buy. and hoped that the 
fall would continue. 

. On Monday when news 
of the deal reached Baghdad, 
vendors starting offering 
foodstuffs at a third of the 
price they .had been marked. 
Prices for eggs, sugar, lea 
•and cooking oils all went on 
the decline. 


THE Daily Crossword by Jay Sullivan 


■ACROSS 
1 Mother of Castor 
and Pollux 
5 Waitress wear 
10 Hard to catch 

14 Nerve cell 
extension 

15 South American 
plain 

1 6 Iris part 

17 Michael Jordan? 

19 Harsh sound 

20 Feelings 

21 Eliot's Adam 

22 Threw 

23 Chap 

25 Overrefined 
28 Available for 
rent 

31 Swine 

32 Spinet 

33 Schisgal play 

34 Freddy 
Krueger's street 

35 Wolf in sheep's 
clothing? 

37 Chances — 
(probably) 

38 — Grande 

39 Carried 

40 Barbara of TV 

41 Travelers 

43 Repairmen 

45 Briny 

46 Lethargic 

47 Intricate network 

48 Made a face 

52 Short note 

53 ‘less up 

55 Something in 

the air 

56 Wealthy ones 

57 Border lake 

58 Dogface dinner 

59 Monkey 
business? 

60 Defeats, in 
bridge 

DOWN 

1 Metallic material 

2 Check up 

3 Karate school 

4 Someone else 

5 Recess 

6 Flat surface 

7 Joplin works 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14“ 




X7~ 




2Q - 





25 

26 

27 

31 



34 



38 



41 




45 


|47 


52 


55 


58 
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8 Quarter of four 

9 And not 

10 Word of triumph 

1 1 Advice to a 
swordsman? 

12 — majeste 

1 3 Bark sharply 
1 8 Mob scene 
21 Kind of buddy 

23 Goatee 

24 Turner of 
Hollywood 

25 Movie maven 

26 Ledger page 

27 Cookie man 

28 Citrus fruit 

29 Seductress 

30 Smooths 
32 Small pie 

35 Steps over a 
fence 

36 Party giver 
40 Breathes.out 

42 Shavers 

43 Superficial 

44 Shakespeare’s 
foot 


O 

□ 

□ 


0 

□ 

Q 

□ 

— 

n 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

S 

A 


A 

e 

D 

□ 

□ 

□ 

T1 

IB 

DO 

□ 


D 

Q 

□1 



□ 

B 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

U 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


m 

□ 

□ 

Q 

EH 


□ 

□ 

□ 

U 

□ 

□ 


46 Pipe type 

47 Persian of old 

48 Donated 

49 Have sympathy 

50 Radiate 


51 Poor grades 

52 Eve was the first 

53 One half of a 
Latin dance 

54 Race unit 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



It’s getting worse. Today they cut 
my salary in half and doubled the 
size of my coffee cup!” 


i® 

Unscramtria these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary worcfe. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika ArgWan 




..ADECK 




7 \ 
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RATTI 

n 


□ 


UNGLIB 


□ 

□ 




CHOBOR 


^ r > 

□ 

7 



Now arrange the ended letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


«--» mm) rmni 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: 

Answer 


(Answers tomorrow} 
CYCLE SWASH COSTLY TYPIST 
A favorite selection at the children's recital — 
THE LAST 


Peanuts 


CHARLES! 
YOU'RE 
MERE! 




You're not 
NERVOUS ABOUT 
DANCING, 

„ ARE YOU? 

Ur 






Step L forward 

‘04 

Step ball 



f 

Close R foot 8toL 


Andy Capp 



Mutt’n Jeff 



But the economist was 

unimpressed: "What abou 

other needs. People do nm 
only eat. They need spare 
parts, they need to repair 

equipment, they need 10 

build house.— 

"And if they eat it should 

not be just flour, sugar, nee 
and tea. What about meat. 
Chicken and eggs- These 
will still be beyond reach of 
millions of Iraqis, he 
added 

Iraqi officials portray tne 
agreement as a "temporary 
measure" and a step towards 
the the unconditinal re- 
moval of the oil embargo. : 


FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, MAY 22, 1996 

/VRIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Be with fellow associates 
and reach a better accord 
with them at this time. Some 
dramatic later this evem£' 
could bring about greater re- 
spect and admiration from a 
authority figure who make 
your Ufe more prosperous. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Get together with a fel- 
low associate and make your 
career activities more valu- 
able and profitable. Do some 
favour for this individual and 
the rewards will -be beyond 
your expectation, which will 
bring you much success. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Show your mate that you 
are truely devoted today, and 
you can increase happiness 
together, later this evening 
join with close friends for 
some fun out on the town, 
however you should no stay 
out too late. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Take tiir* 
today to add more charm ar— 
beauty to. your home and 
make it a happier place for 
you and your loved ones to 
be in. Later tonight take 
some time to spend with your 
loved ones in some fun activi- 
ties enjoyed by all. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Be with usual allies today and 
.show you appreciate them 
: and want to spend more time 
with them. Enjoy your loved 
ones and dose relative in- 
volved in some activities, 
which everyone in your home 
will want to participate in. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Today is the 
time to make the improve- 
ments to your home for 
which you have had little 
time lately. Later this even- 
ing you can provide some of 
your valuable time to the 
attention of your loved oihq; 
which will be appreciateav 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get into the 
actvities you most prefer 
since you are highly magnetic 
today and you can get others 
to do what you like. This 
evening is a good time for 
you to become involved in 
some, new project which will 
gain you p.restige. 

SCORPIO:* (October 23 to 
November 21)^ You are very 
fond of investigating at this 
time and you can solve some 
riddle which others around 
you would find difficult to do. 
You will be able to tonight to 
discover the solution to some 
perplexing situation. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Be with 
close friends who champion 
your own views and wit today 
and you can have a fine tira*- 
together on some career acti- 
vities which you have been 
involved in for some time and 
need to be concluded. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Do whatever 
wll gam you more prestige 
with bigwigs and the public in 
general today. This evening 
will provide you . with the 
opportunity to tneet with fel- 
low associates concerning 
some important task which is 
being evaluated. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You have many 
fine jdeas today and you 
hardly know which one to put 
in operation, however choose 
, and start there. By 
later this evening you will be 
able to provide some author- 
jjy^figure with preliminary 

M? ff ebrua iy 20 to 
March 20) Your mate is in a 
most affectionate mood, so 
take advantage of this totf.y 
and be happier, with the fex- 
r? attention expressed by 
ntm or her. Later tonight you 
can spend some quality time 
wrtjt your loved ones in fun 
activities. 

Brrthstone of May: Emerald 
"—-Citrine 









Dusiri oc xixictiice 

Japanese ban adds to financial 
woes of Lebanese cargo service 


rC P*r 
’■vcu . 


BEIRUT (AFP1 - A 
Japanese decision to ban 
'Boeing 707s of the 
Lebanese cargo service IMA 
from its airports was a key 
factor behind the financial 
crisis at the company, its 
board chairman said 
Tuesday. 

Philippe Tabet was 
speaking as traffic at Beirut 
airport resumed after a 24- 
hour strike by pilots and 
employees of the national 
earner Middle East Airlines 
to protest the sacking of 
1 95 employees at TMA. 

Mr. Tabet explained that 


his company "suspended" 
195 employees from work 
withour pay for one year as a 
last resort. 

It came after mounting 
financial difficulties during 
Lebanon's 1975-1990 civil 
war and Japan's decision to 
ban from its airports start- 
ing May I the obsolete 707 
Boeings which make up 
TMA's fleet. 

"All this provoked a 
financial deficit and 
important losses. And in 
addition the TMA fleet was 1 
halved from 12 to six. 
forcing us to adopt a rescue 


plan to face our difficulties," 
he said. 

"Japan and the Far East 
represent our most 
important route and account 
for 60 to 70 per cent of our 
activity," he told AFP. 

Mohammad Kabalan, the 
president of the Trans 
Mediterranean Airways 
(TMA) employees and pilots 
union, acknowledged that 
the Far East-Japan route was 
TMA's "backbone." 

But he dismissed Mr.. 
Tabet's explanations and- 
said the order to suspend 
195 workers was a. first step 


toward sacking them 
outright. 

Mr. Kabalan charged 
that TMA had also failed to 
pay the salaries of 460 
ground employees and 1 00 
pilots since March and had 
also withheld payments of 
bonuses and social benefits. 

The union turned down 
an offer from TMA in April 
to accept half salaries for 
March with the rest paid in 
May. It has warned of new 
labour action unless the 
suspended employees are 
paid compensation. 
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Iraq needs Egyptian 
goods, but has no 
cash to pay 


BAGHDAD (R> — Iraq would 
like to import food and med- 
ical supplies from Egypt but ■ 
.it does not have ready cash 
to pay. Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh 
told a group of visiting 
Egyptian businessmen. 

"The Iraqi market is open 
to Egyptian goods... there is 
no hindrance on our side 
apart From financing." Mr. 
Saleh said. * 

A delegation of 25 
Egyptian businessmen and 
industrialists arrived in 
Baghdad Saturday to e.\-i 
plore Iraq's current needs and 
future requirements. 

Mr. Saleh said needs were 
huge, particularly for flour, 
rice, sugar, cooking oil. 
soaps and legumes — items 
distributed at giveaway 
prices under a government 
rationing system. 

He said Iraq's needs for 
goods not permitted under 
the U.N. trade embargo were 
very great and he singled out 
construction materials 
which he said Egypt would 
be able to provide. 

"Housing is the sector 
which has borne greatest 
pressure under the embargo 
due to the increase in (Iraq's) 
population.” Mr. Saleh said. 


He said the population 
h 3 d surged by more than 
three million since the U.N. 
clamped its sanctions on 
Baghdad for invading 
Kuwait in 1990. 

"Our population was 18 
million when the sanctions 
were imposed. At present it 
is 21.2 million," he said. 

Prior to U.N. sanctions, 
he said. Iraq imported con- 
struction materials from 
Egypt and would so again in 
future. 

The head of the Egyptian 

delegation. Mamdouh 

Thabeu said the business- 
men were in Bagbdad to pre- 
pare the ground for future 
cooperation. 

"We have agreed to sign 
cooperation protocols be- 
tween the commerical and 
industrial chambers of the 
two countries for the ex- 
change of visits, informa- 
tion and expertise." Mr. 
Thabei. deputy head of the 
Egyptian Chamber of_ 
Commerce and Industry, 
said. 

More than two million 
Egyptians worked in Iraq be- 
fore the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. About 70,000 
Egyptians remain. 


Computer firms join 
hands to set Internet 
terminal guidelines 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) — 
Five of the world's top com- 
puter hardware and software 
companies have agreed to 
develop jointly guidelines 
for the future development 
of Internet terminals, the 
companies announced 
Monday. 

Apple. IBM, Netscape, 
Oracle and Sun 
Microsystems will develop 
the "network computer refer- 
ence profile I," guidelines 
that aim to standardise the 
production of Internet mul- 
timedia terminals, the com- 
panies said at a news confer- 
ence. 

"This collaboration 
marks the first time world- 
leading information tech- 
nology companies have 
joined to select specifica- 
tions for Internet appli- 
ances. an idea that has 
caught fire in less than a 
year and has demonstrated a 
future that encompasses the 
personal computer and a 
broad range of new devices." 
the companies said in a 
joint statement. 

The guideline set is "de- 
signed to make multimedia 
internet computing as ubiq- 
uitous as telephone and 


television services." 

"It will promote compe- 
tition in a new class of com- 
munications and commerce 
devices for use in homes, 
schools, businesses and in- 
stitutions and will ensure 
compatibility of models 
from different manufactur- 
ers." the statement said. 

Low-cost Internet termi- 
nals. which .are short on 
memory, run basic applica- 
tions and must be connected 
to either the Internet or a lo- 
cal network to function. 

Network Computers 
(NCs) will be designed to 
perform only a'iimjted num- 
ber of tasks on the presump- 
tion that most users do not 
tap all the power of their 
current personal computers. 
The guidelines for NCs will 
be available to other com- 
petitors in July, the compa- 
nies said. 

The profile combines ex- 
isting technical specifica- 
tions for general hardware, 
Internet protocols, world 
wide web standards, elec- 
tronic mail protocols, 
common multimedia for- 
mats. boot protocols and 
security features. 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 
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PENTHOUSE 
Furnished Or 
Unfurnished 
For Rent 

Location: in Tla 5 Al Ali. 
3 bedrooms, satellite, 
telephone, excellent 
finishing. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 
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Pro feBto n al _ 

1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
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• JUMBO phot* 

ate 30% 


• Free aalarfa- 
20x30cm 


Bank. Phone: 
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OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M-1A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

XJmxn Uthaina 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 
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OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 
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REAL ESTATE 


--> FOR 
"’RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
5) 8 - . 

■) Appartnacnts 
in Amman 


Fbr details please oaJI 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOLLAR? 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel 693399 


Tot 7581 80 
Radio & tv station RD. 


Abdoun - Tel : 319564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 
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Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 
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A review of news from Ihe Arabic press 


dStiff competition, 
high prices of raw materials leave 
Universal Chemical industries with 
minimal profit 

■fr* THE UNIVERSAL chemical Industries Company 
earned JD 4.7 million from exports and JD 0.87 million 
from local sales last year but, despite this highest volume of 
sales, the company^ net profit was only JD 95,300 mainly 
due to stiff competition in the local maricet from six other 
companies producing similar products and to 200 to 350 per 
cent increase in prices of raw materials. The company 
produced 6.154 tonnes of primary chemical products, used 
mainly in paints, in 1995. Financial figures show sharehol- 
ders’ equity rising slightly to JD 2.69 million and working 
capital at afiOut JD 1.9 million with the balance sheet total 
. declining by 8.4 per cent (Al Aswaq + Al Dustour) 

Bank of Jordan reports growth in 
deposits , assets, loans and earnings 

☆☆ VARIOUS RATES of growth were achieved by the 
Bank of Jordan last year as deposits, total assets, loans and 
credit facilities nad gross earnings increased by 15.2 per 
cent, 17.0 per cent, 18.3 per cent and 35.9 per cent 
respectively. Deposits rose by Jd 49.3 million from JD 
323.7 million at the end of 1994 to JD 373 million at the end 
of 1995. Total assets at the end of last year amounted to JD 
457 million, JD 66.5 million over the JD 390.5 million of 
the previous year. The increase in loans and credit facilities 
amounted to JD 31.5 million and brought the total to JD 
203.9 million in 1995 compared to JD 172.4 million in 1994. 

The profit and loss statement showed that the bank's 
gross earnings in 1995 totalled JD 37.5 million, nearly a JD 
10 million rise over the JD 27.6 million recorded in 1994. 
After deducting the costs, the operational profit stood at 
JD 16.9 million (JD 12.8 million in 1994). Trimming other 
expenses and taking into consideration JD 1.8 million of 
bad debt write-off, the net profit came down to JD 2.98 
million although the bank highlighted the net profit to be 
JD 6.7 million which is the figure before the write-off. In 
1994, the net profit before write-offs of b ad debts was JD 
4.3 million. On the liability side, the shareholders* total 
equity increased from Jd 21.3 million to JD 24.2 million at 
the end of 1995. 

The bank's annual report showed JD 44.9 million of 
investments in shares and government bond and treasury 
bills. The amount was 19.7 per cent higher than the JD 37.5 
million of investments held in 1994. 

Board chairman Tawfiq Fakhouri told the general 
assembly that the bank's new headquarter in Shmeisani 
would be ready by next year and that the construction cost 
would not exceed Jd 6.5 million. 

The general assembly meeting ended with a decision to 
Retain the profit for 1996 to prepare for raising the bank's 
capital to JD 20 million and the distribution of a free half a 
share bonus. The board of directors had recommended the 
distribution of dividends at a rate of 12 per cent (Al 
Dustour 4- Al Ra'i + Al Aswaq). 
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Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Date: 21/5/1996 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 


U.S. Dollar 

0.70S0 

0.7100 


Sterling Pound 

1.0704 

1.0756 


Deutsche Mark 

0.4614 

0.4637 


Swiss Franc 

0.5616 

0.5646 


French Franc 

0.1363 

0.1310 


Japanese Yen* 

0.6617 

0.6650 


Dutch Guilder 

0.4 129 

0.4150 


Swedish Krona 




Italian Urn* 

0.0456 

0.0456 


Belgian Franc 
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Other Currents e* 

Date: 2U 5/1 996 


Currency 

Bid 

OITer 


Bahraini Dinar 

! . 6620 

1.8760 


Lebanese Lira* 

0.044525 

0.04S07S 


Saudi Riyal 

0.1870 

0.1845 


Kunaili Dinar 

2.33 10 

2.3670 


Qatari Riyal 

0.193 t 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 

( rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


One Sterling 
Gold (ounce) 


1.3698/08 

Canadian dollar 

1.5407/17 

Deutsdiemarks 

1.7222/32 

Dutch guilders 

1.2666/76 

Swiss francs 

31.66/70 

Belgian francs 

5.2133/83 

French francs 

1556.7/8.2 

Italian lire 

106.93/03 

Japanese yen. 

6.7860/60 

Swedish crowns 

6.6060/10 

Norwegian crowns 

5.9474/24 

Danish crowns 

1.4087/97 

Singapore dollars 

0.7935/45 

Australian dollars 

7.7355/60 

Hong Kong dollars 

SI. 5 124/34 
1390.90/391.40 
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Juve arrives in Rome; 

Vialli expects 6 chess match’ 


ROME (AP) — Pre-match 
posturing ahead of the Cham- 
pions Cup final began Mon- 
day as Juventus of Turin 
coach Marcello Lippi con- 
firmed his club's practices 
this week will be closed. 

• Juventus arrived at Rome's 
Leonardo Da Vinci Airport 
Monday morning, greeted by 
dozens of fans wearing club 
scarves and hats. Ajax ar- 
rived in the Italian capital 
later in the day. 

The teams play at Olympic 
stadium Wednesday night, 
with Ajax aiming for its 
second straight Champions 
Cup title and fifth overall. 
Juve wants to add to its 1985 
triumph. 

The Dutch will hold at 
least one open practice, but 
Lippi's squad will train be- 
hind dosed doors, to avoid 
what the coach termed "‘too 
much pressure." 

He praised his opponent, 
whose games Juventus has 
analyzed with the help of 
hours of videotape. 

‘‘Ajax is a formidable 
group. Their overall strength 
worries me," Lippi said at a 
news conference at the air- 
port. 

He reserved particular 
praise for the Dutch side's 
tremendous bail-control. 

“Patience is Ajax’s top vir- 
tue," Lippi said. “The team 
maintains continuous posses- 
sion until there's an opening. 
Chasing the ball for 90 mi- 
nutes is not easy" for its 
opponents. 

k^totb rosters are talent- 
with internationals at 
^^^osition. In fact, Juven- 
HTwill have winger Angelo 
Di Livio — named last week 
to Italy's side for June’s 
European Championships — 
on the substitutes’ bench, in 
favor of Portuguese playmak- 
er Paulo Sousa. 

-■ With so much skill on the 
field, strategy will be a deter- 
mining factor. 

* “This will be like a chess 
match," said Gianluca Vialli. 
Juve's captain and most in- 
form player of late. "We 
Rope to take them out of 
their plan a bit." 
ia Ajax captain Danny Blind 





Brazilian Ajax Amsterdam soccer player Mardo Rober- 
to Dos Santos gives a thumbs up while wearing an Ajax 
cap after arriving at Rome's Ciampino Airport. May 
20. Ajax will play Juventus from Italy in the Champions 
League final Wednesday, May . 22 (Renters photo) 

Record 15,000 Ajax 
fans fly to final 

AMSTERDAM (R) — A record 15,000 Ajax fans have 
booked flights to Rome to support the Amsterdam team in 
Wednesday's European Cup final against Juventus. 

A spokesman at Amsterdam's Schiphol airport said 60 
extra flights had been scheduled, most of which would 
leave on the day of the match. 

“Never before have so many football fans departed from 
Schiphol to attend a match," he said. 

Despite their numbers — 6.000 more than attended the 
1995 European Cup final in Vienna when Ajax beat AC 
Milan 1-0 — the Dutch crowd will appear tiny compared 
with the Juventus supporters. 

Italian fans are expected to occupy three-quarters of the 
80,000 seats in Rome's Olympic stadium. 


French 

internationals 

leaving 

Bordeaux 

BORDEAUX (R) — 
French internationals Zine- 
dine Zidane. Christophe 
Dugarry and Bixente Lizar- 
azu said Tuesday they were 
leaving UEFA Cup finalists 
Bordeaux. 

“We made them interest- 
ing offers but we could not 
match their demands. We 
wanted to keep them but 
they didn't want to stay,” 
Bordeaux President Alain 
Afflelou said. 

Dutch midfielder 
Richard Witschge has 
already said he will leave 
Bordeaux, who were 
beaten by Bayern Munich 
in the UEFA Cup final 
earlier this month, to re- 
turn to European cham- 
pions Ajax Amsterdam, 
the club with whom he 
started his career. 

Gifted playmaker Zidane 
said he was given the go- 
ahead to leave the club and 
added he was negotiating 
with Juventus, who face 
Ajax in the European Cup 
final in Rome on Wednes- 
day. 

Dugarry said he would 
announce the name of his 
new club before the end of 
the week. He has been 
approached by Italian clubs 
Napoli, Intern azionale and 
Juventus and English Pre- 
mier League Blackburn 
Rovers and Arsenal. 

Lizarazu is likely to sign 
for Spain's Athletic Bilbao. 

Zidane, Dugarry and 
Lizarazu are all in the 
French squad for next 
month’s European Cham- 
pionship finals in England. 


is the player to watch, 
according to Vialli. “He’s 
fundamental to them, with 
his charisma and tactics." the 
former Italian international 
said. “He's the last line of 
defense and the first to go on 
attack.” 

Vialli will start in Juve's 


attack with internationals 
Fabrizio Ravanelli and Ales- 
sandro Del Piero, a free kick 
'specialist. Ajax coach Louis 
Van Gaal credited those 
three- as players “who can 
resolve a match at any mo- 
ment," according to the 
ANSA news agency. 


Champions League final live on Orbit-ESPN 


ORBIT-ESPN Spq*ts will air 
live satellite exclusive cover- 
age of Europe’s most presti- 
gious soccer cup final, the 
. Champions' League Final on 
Wednesday. May 22 at 6.25 
jxn GMT between defending 
champion Ajax of Amster- 
dam and Juventus of Italy. 


The Champions’ League is 
UEFA’s flagship competition 
with 24 domestic dub cham- 
pions involved at the outset 
in August. Nine months la- 
ter, it can truly be said that 
the cream of European soc- 
cer will be represented in the 


final at the Olympic Stadium 
in Rome. Juvdntus and Ajax 
have supplied the soccer 
world with some of the 
greatest games m history and 
die present line-ups will un- 
doubtedly carry on the tradi- 
tion. 


Lazaroni to 
-coach 
Turkey’s 
Fenerbahce 


ISTANBUL (R) — Brazil's 
1990 World Cup coach Sebas- 
tiao Lazaroni will take charge 
of Turkey's Fenerbahce later 
this month, replacing com- 
patriot Carlos ■ Alberto • Par- 
reifa! • • 

Senior dub official Sadan 
Kalkanvan, quoted on the 
state-run Anatolian news 
agency on Monday, said 
Lazaroni would sign for the 
Turkish league champions on 
May 27. He gave no further 
details of the signing. 


MVP Jordan wants $36 million 


CHICAGO (AFP) — 
Michael Jordan picked a 
great day to ask for a 
raise. 

The Chicago guard 
won his fourth National 
Basketball Assodation 
(NBA) ‘Most Valuable 
Player' award, calling it 
his most satisfying, the 
same day he went public 
with his salary demands 
for a new contract — at 
least S36 million for two 
years. 

Jordan received the 
honour here Monday, 
where the bulls face 
Orlando on Tuesday in 
game two of the Eastern 
Conference semi-finals. 
Chicago won the opener 
Sunday. 

Jordan also captured 
MPV honours in 1988, 
1991 and 1992 but called 
this year's award the best 
because it comes follow- 
ing the end of his 18- 
month retirement in 
March of 1995. It signi- 
fies Jordan is back atop 
the NBA. 

“I think it's more 
meaningful, with me 
being out of the league 
for a couple of years," 
Jordan said. “I came 
back and learned a Les- 
son. I learned that no 
matter how long you're 
away from the game, you 
can't come back thinking 
you can turn it right back 
on and pick up where you 
left off." 

Jordan struggled last 
season after returning 
with little preparation. 
He worked out with de- 
termination during the 
off-season and sparked 
Chicago to the best re- 
cord in NBA history, 72- 
10. “A few years ago I 
would never have 
dreamed of being in this 
position again," Jordan 
said. "This has been a 
dream-like year." 

Jordan told a Chicago 
newspaper be wants a 
minimum of SIS million a 



Chicago Bulls’ Michael Jordan holds the the NBA’s Most Valuable Player for the 
Maurice Podoloff Trophy presented to him 1995-1996 season. This is the fourth rime 
May 20 in Northbrook, Illinois for being voted Jordan has won the trophy (Renters photo) 


year for a two-year deal. 
He becomes a free agent 
after the playoffs. 

“I want to stay here, 
and i feel like its 70-30 
that I will, maybe 80-20," 
Jordan said. "But Fm 
prepared to go, and so is 
my family, if it doesn’t 


happen." 

Jordan, 33, said he 
plans to wait until August 
before making a deci- 
sion. 

"To this point. I ha- 
ven’t discussed any con- 
tract negotiations about 
where fm going to be," 


Jordan said; "That's all' 
meaningless right now. I 
may, however, after the. 
season. I don’t want to be 
a part of a rebuilding. If 
that's what they want to 
do. Those things will be 
evaluated when the sea- 
son is over.” . 


Sonics 
take 
2-0 lead 

SEATTLE (R) — Shawn 
Kemp, plagued by foul trou- 
ble die entire game, scored 
15 points, including a pair of 
baskets in the final 73 
seconds that lifted the Seattle 
Supersonics to a 91-87 victory 
over the Utah Jazz and a 2-0 
lead in the Western Confer- 
ence finals on Monday. 

Kemp picked up four fouls 
in the first half and began the 
third quarter on the bench. . 
He got his fifth foul in the 
third quarter, when the Jazz 
erased a seven-point deficit 
and opened an eight-point 
lead. But he returned in the 
fourth quarter to score eight 
points. 

Kemp scored inside to give 
the Supersonics an 87-85 lead 
with 1:13 to go. Utah’s 
Antoine Carr tied the game 
with 56 second remaining, 
but Kemp responded with 
another strong inside move to 
give Seattle the lead for good 
with 37 seconds to go. 

The Sonics forced a bad 
pass by Utah point guard 
John Stockton. Seattle’s De- 
tlef Schrempf missed a comer 
jumper, but a battle for the 
loose ball saw it go our of 
bounds off Jazz guard Jeff 
Homacek with 2.4 seconds 
left. Schrempf hit two free 
throws to seal the win. 

Gary Payton scored 18 
points and Schrempf added 
17 for Seattle, which has won 
eight straight playoff games 
and is two victories away 
from its first trip to the NBA 
finals in 17 years. 

Karl Malone 32 points and 
Homacek added 22 for the 
Jazz, who lost the opener by 
30 points and have never won 
on the road in the western 
conference finals. 

The series shifts to Utah 
for games three and four on 
Friday and Sunday. Seattle 
has won four of its last 10 
games at Utah and is un- 
beaten on the road (4-0) in 
the playoffs. The Jazz are 6-0 
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Utah Jazz guard John Stockton (L) runs into 
the chest of Seattle Supersonics forward Sam 
Perkins daring the second quarter of Game 


Two in the NBA semifinals in Seattle, May 20 
(Reuters photo) 


at home in the post-season. 

Malone scored 18 points in 
the third quarter as Utah 
opened a 73-65 lead entering 
the final period. But the Jazz 
managed just one basket over 
the next 6:16 and the Sonics 
regained the lead. 


Kemp scored four points 
and Payton and Vincent 
Askew added three apiece in 
a 12-3 run. Two foul shots by 
Kemp gave .Seattle a 77-76 
lead midway through the 
period. 

The Jazz were unable to 


take advantage of Kemp's 
foul trouble until he departed 
with his fifth foul with 4:27' 
left in the third quarter and 
the Sonics holding a 61-60 
lead. The Jazz closed the 
period with a 13-4 run, in- 
cluding six by Malone. 


Magic hoping to rebound in Game 2 gigainst Bulls 


JEHICAGO (AP) — The 
Orlando Magic were beaten 
by 38, outrebounded by 34 
and overwhelmed at ' every 
turn by the Chicago B uHs i n 
the opener of the Eastern 
Conference finals. 

“We were embarrassed.” 
Magic coach Brian Hill said. 

Now Orlando's assignment 
for Game 2 becomes even 
tougher: regoup, invigorate 
Nick Anderson and Dennis 
Scott and somehow, some 
way find a way to win and 
rebound without Horace 
Grant. 

“Horace is like the back- 
bone of this team, he’s the 
rebounding guy and the emo- 
tional leader,” Magic guard 
Penny Hardaway said Mon- 
day. "If he can't play it's 
going to hurt us. But it's 
self-explanatory, guys know 
they have to step up tomor- 
row." 


Grant hyperext ended his 
left elbow in the third quarter 
Sunday, when he collided 
with teammate -Shaquille. 
O’ Neah-an d had to-be helped 
off the floor. An Mri taken 
Monday revealed no fracture 
but HiU ruled out Gram for 
Tuesday night. 

“He's definitely out for 
tomorrow’s game and could 
be out for an extended period 
of time," Hill said. 

Grant, whose double- 
figure rebounding and scor- 
ing led the Magic past the 
Bulls in last year’s playoffs, 
missed 19 games during the 
regular season with injuries, 
illness and a one-game sus- 

P ision. The Magic were 
y 10-9 in those games. 
‘We weren't as good re- 
bounding and we suffered de- 
fensively, especially against 
teams with big strong power 


forwards because we really 
don’t haye another big 
powerful guy off the bench 
after Horace,” Hill- said. 
“That's something we have to 
try to overcome tomorrow." 

Unknown to most of the 
Magic was that Grant’s right 
elbow was hurting even be- 
fore Sunday's game. He in- 
jured it in the second-round 
series against Atlanta, poss- 
ibly in Game 5. 

“He had a collision where 
he did grab for his arm but he 
seemed to be fine over the 
next few days.” trainer Len- 
ny Currier said. "Horace is 
the only one who knew how it 
felt. If it was sore maybe he 
wanted to keep a little more 
of that to himself rather than 
send up a flare," Currier 
said. 

“All the pain right now is 
in his left elbow. Maybe that 


will make his right elbow feel 
a lot better — because the 
left; hurts so much.” 

Hfll wouldn't say Monday 
wfi<PtWould start in Grant's 
place. He might go to a big- 
ger lineup with Jon Konacak 
or try a smaller one with 
Donald Royal or Joe Wolf. 

The Magic have to get 
Anderson and Scott involved 
and find a way to keep De- 
nnis Rodman, who had 21 
rebounds Sunday, off the 
boards. Chicago had a 62-28 
rebounding edge, almost un- 
heard of in professional bas- 
ketball. 

Anderson had two points 
in Sunday’s 121-83 loss while f 
Scott and Grant were score- 
less and the trio combined for 
eight rebounds. Hardaway 
scored 38 and O’Neal had 27 
in what turned into a two- 
man offense. 


Police fret about chinks in anti-hooligan armour 


LONDON (R) — England’s 
police may have spent a full 
two years preparing to crush 
possible outbreaks of hooli- 
ganism at next month's Euro- 
pean Soccer Championship 
but they are still fretting ab- 
out the chinks in their 
armour. 

The police, all too aware of 
English fans’ lamentable 
■reputation for provoking 
mayhem, have amassed a 
vast array of technology 
enabling them to identify and 
isolate hooligans. 

But they complain that 
although they will be able to 
single out troublemakers at 
Euro 96 with almost unerring 
accuracy, the law will some- 
times prevent them from tak- 
ing effective action. 

Assistant Chief Constable 
Malcolm George, the man in 
overall charge of coordinat- 
ing the police effort during 
the 31-raatch June 8-30 
tournament, says he is en- 
vious of the wide-ranging 
powers enjoyed by colleagues 
in other countries. 

“In Norway, the author- 


ities can refuse entry to any- 
one who has been convicted 
in the last five years of a 
crime which carries more 
than three-month prison 
sentence. I wish 1 could do 
that but I can't," he told 
reporters. 

The first point of defence 
will nevertheless be Britain's 
frontiers, where police have 
orders to turn back known 
hooligans and other trouble- 
makers. 

In theory they will be ham- 
pered by data protection laws 
preventing police in Ger- 
many and the Netherlands — 
countries which also have se- 
rious hooligan problems — 
from handing over details of 
those who plan to travel. But 
George is not downcast. 

“There are other practical 
means by which information 
can be obtained without 
breaching data protection 
rules but I don't want to say 
any more," he said. 

If there are outbreaks of 
trouble, only those fans who 
commit the most serious 


crimes will remain behind 
bars. 

English laws, unlike those 
in many other European 
countries, do not permit the 
immediate expulsion of peo- 
ple arrested merely for being 
drunk or fighting. 

“We can't expel them once 
they’re here, but instead we 
have to go through the long- 
winded English deportation 
system. Being drunk or fight- 
ing normally wouldn't be a 
deportable offence," George 
said. 


"If people are bailed, they 
could be out again the next 
day, although we can restrict 
their movements and condi- 
tions of release. It is a prob- 
lem for us and we recognise 
it.” 

Painstaking planning was 
supposed to ensure that fans 
from opposing countries were 
kept will apart but this 
approach could be at risk 
after Euro 96 organisers re- 
vealed that thousands of tick- 
ets might end op in the wrong f" 
hands. 



Zahran Engineering & Development 

Presents 

Their newest American style homes 
For sale 

Attached and semi-detached homes 
(500 -650 sq.m.) 

Starting at JD 140,000 
Near the American Community School and 
the Royal Automobile Club. 

Please call 839402 or mobile phone 079-28649 


ARCHITECT tor a position with a 

sa&irsss ‘sses “.Mrs 

7ntemrpt r ^o i i res * P® rs °n with an ability to 
interpret designs and negotiate contracts 

Knowledge of the Italian language is a plus. 
Qualified candidates may only apply to: 

Personnel Manager, 

P.O.Box 7676, Amman 11118, Jordan. 
Fax: +962 6 676935 




Sports 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, May 22, 1996 


Atlanta Braves scorch Cubs 18-1 


« Atlanta (R) — The red- 
hot Atlanta Braves with 5 
RBI apiece by Chipper Jones 
and rookie Tyler Houston 
devoured the Chicago Cubs 


184 on Monday. 

Jones hit a three-run boni- 
er to cap a seven-run second 
inning. Houston’s three-run 
bother in the sixth was his 
fret in the major leagues. 
FredMcGriff and Jeff Blaus- 
erafco homered for Atlanta. 
-Steve Avery allowed a run 
and five hits in six-plus in- 
nings and doubled in a pair of 
runs in the second for the 
Braves, who have won 13 of 
mar last 15 games. 

“That was fun out there. 
Tonight, everything we put 
oat there was good.” Avery 
said. “It was just a great 
game for a lot of guys.” 

At Florid?, Crais 
Grcbeck's run-scoring single 
snapped a tie in the fourth 
inning, and the Florida Mar- 
lins held on for a 5-3 victory 
over, the Ondnati Reds. 

Fat Rapp (3-4) allowed 
three runs and five hits in 
6-2/3 innings as the Marlins 
won for the 12th time in their 
v. last 14 games. 

- ' "At Colorado, Eric Young, 
Effis Burks, Larry Walker, 
and Andres Galarraga each 
drove in two runs to lead the 
Colorado Rockies to their 
season-best fifth straight win, 
a lD-7 victory over the Pitt- 
sburgh Pirates. 

The Rockies jumped on 
.Denny Neagle (5-2) in the 
"first as Burks doubled with 
one out and scored one out 



The Los Angeles Dodgers catcher Mike Piazza 
Is tangkai and out at third with the New York 

later on Walker’s single. Wal- Osborne (3 
ker stole second, Galarraga ail of 1994 ai 
singled him in and, after a season with 
wild pitch, Vinny Castilla elbow tnjnri 
singled in Galarraga for a 3-0 eight-hitter fc 
lead. who won or 

Young’s third homer in the time in 28 g 
second made it 4-0 and RBI In Los / 
singles by Young and Burks Brogna home 
in the fourth extended the in four runs a 
margin to 6-0. won his four) 

In Houston, Donovan sioo by pitcl 
Osborne pitched his first complete gar 
complete game in nearly New York ] 
three years and Ray Lank- victory over t 
ford’s RBI single broke a Dodgers, 
seventh-inning tie as the St. Brogna hi 
Louis Cardinals snapped a singles in the 
three-game losing streak by innings and 
beating the Houston Astros homer off stt 
5-3. dintti {7-4\ in 


ifike Piazza Mets Jeff Kent in the fourth inning in Log 
f New York Angeles May 20 (Renters photo) 

Osborne (3-2), who missed give the Mets a 5-1 lead. 


.ail of 1994 and much of last 
season with shoulder and 
elbow injuries, tossed an 
eight-hitter for the Cardin al., 
who won only the seventh 
time in 28 games. 

In Los Angeles, Rico 
Brogna homered and drove 
in four runs and Bobby Jones 
won his fourth straight deci- 
sion by pitching his second 
complete game, leading the 
New York Mets to a 7-1 
victory over the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 

Brogna had rnn-scoring 
singles in the first and fifth 
innings and hit a two-run 
homer off starter Tom Can- 
diotti (2-4) in the seventh to 


Mike Piazza had three hits 
for the Dodgers. 

In San Francisco, Tom 
Lampkin drew a bases- 
loaded walk to snap a tie as 
the San Francisco giants 
scored five runs in the eighth 
inning to rally past the strug- 
gling Montreal Expos, 9-6, in 
a matchup of the National 
League's two-high est scoring 
teams. 

The Giants have won nine 
of their last 13 games to pull 
within 3 1/2 games of the 
Western Division-leading 
San Diego Padres. Montreal 
has lost five of their last seven 
games after winning 27 of 
their first 39 games. 


Boston pounds Athletics 16-4 


BOSTON (R) — Jose 
Canseco hit a pair of two- 
run homers to power a 
season-high 21-hit attack 
and Tom Gordon pitched 
eight solid innings as the 
Boston Red Sox clob- 
bered the Oakland 
Athletics 16-4 on Mon- 
day. 

Bill Hasdman four-hits 
for Boston, which is 10-5 
in May after going 7-19 in 
April. Mo Vaughn added 
a two-run shot, his fifth 
in as many games. The 
Red Sox have 55 runs in 
their last five games. 

“For me, I feel real 
-good in- warm weather f " 
Canseco said. “I dpn’,t 
really have to do any 
extra type of stretching. 1 
came out there today and 
said, ‘wow, this is the 
■way baseball should be 
played — nice and 
warm.’ When the sun 
went down, it was still 
warm," 

In Baltimore, David 
Wells celebrated his 33rd 
birthday by allowing one 
ton over seven innings 
and Roberto Alomar and 
Bobby Bonilla homered 
and drove in four runs as 
toe Baltimore Orioles de- 
cked the California 
Angels 13-1. 

Wells allowed four hits 
and four walks with four 
strikeouts. 


In Kansas City, Chris 
Haney allowed sevent 
hits over 8-1/3 innings 
and Johnny Damon ho- 
mered and drove in two 
inns to lead the Kansas 
City Royals to a 5-4 vic- 
tory over toe Toronto 
Blue Jays. 

Haney (3-4) allowed all 
four runs with no walks 
and four strikeouts.. 

At Minnesota, Ricky 
Bones allowed two runs 
over seven-plus innings 
and Chuck Carr had 
three hits and drove in 
two runs as the Mil- 
waukee Brewers com- 
pleted a four-game sweep 
of the Minnesota -Twins 
with a 3-2 victory. 

Bones (3-6) won for 
toe second time in three 
starts, allowing just one 
earned ran and seven hits 
with a walk and three 
strikeouts. 

Minnesota has lost four 
straight games and 12 of 
16. 


MAJOR LEAGUE RESULTS 
American League 


Boston 

16 

Oakland 

Baltimore 

13 

California 

Milwaukee 

3 

Minnesota 

Kansas City 

5 

Toronto 


National League 

Florida 

5 

Ctndnnati 

Atlanta 

18 

Chicago 

St. Louis 

5 

Houston 

Colorado 

10 

Pittsburgh 

San Frandsco . 

9 

.Montreal 

.New.. York.. 

,•-* 7 

Los; Angel** 


lost in Urn-Sum maq / Mecca Street Area 
wearing collar with name tag: LORD 

! . If you have any information. , 

i Please call : 823833 / Finder will be rewarded 




BAZAAR AT THE FRENCH SCHOOL 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 699634/684311 


Under the patronage of His Excefency, the Ambassador of France, 
and with the contribution of (Air France, Nestfe, Forte Grand and 
many other ones), flie French School of Amman announces that a 
big bazaar wil be held in its premises between 1 (MX) ajit. and 6:00 
p.m. on Friday 24th of May, 1996, at the French School situated In 
Delr Ghobar area, between the American Embassy and the road 
going to the Airport 

The entrance fee will be ONE JORDANIAN DINAR except for the 
children. 

For further information, please phone the 
French School: 826830 or 826846 

The program me wilt consist at 

* games for children. 

* presentation and seifinq of French products. 

' attractions like a rock band, sport demonstrations, karaoke 
animations, 

* and a raffle with more than one hundred prizes to win (10 airway 
tickets to Paris, Damascus, Lamaca, Cairo, Istanbul, Athens and a 
lot more). 

Come along with your friends for a delightful day. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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Q-l - Aa South, vulnerable. you 
hold: 

*K8 CAB 52 0AJ1OS *AJ9 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
one spade. What oo yon bod now? 

A - The only possibilities are dou- 
ble and one no tramp. With only 
o ne stopper in the enemy suit and 
four cards in the other major, we 
consider one no. tramp to be a dis- 
tant second choice. Doable. 

Q- 2 - Both vulnerable, a u South 
you hold: 

sA 10 S 4 775 O0S5S *AKQ 
WEST. 

to Pass is 2* 

Pan ? 

What, do you bid now? 

A - With 13 prime high-card 


answers to wkekly bridge quiz 

points you want to be in game, bo a t 

mere three diamonds, which can be . s 
passed would be woefully inade- t 

quate. However, a jump to four dia- 
monds could take you beyond your < 

best, and possibly only, game of . £ 

three no trump. The solution is to 
make a temporizing: bid of three * 

dubs and see what partner does. 

1 

Q. 3 - Cast-West vulnerable, as S 

South you hold: J 


Attention Eve-card nuyoritea: One 
spade is the correct opening bid in 
third seat! 

Q, 4 - Ned ther vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4K9542 (7KQI06S 085 *A 


*AE74 C1063 CASS ‘*Q87 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
Pass Fan l* Paw 

2C Pan ? 

What action do you take" 

A - Knee partner is a passed 
hand, your combined assets cannot 
possibly stretch to game. Since you 
have a known eight-card fit, pass 
while you’re still in safe territory. 


The bidding has proceed e d : 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

la Pan 20 Pen 

20 Pan 3* 

3 C Pan 3* Pan 

What do you bid now? 

A - Before you instinctively contin- 
ue to four spades, bear in mind that 
partner might have only a double- 
ton and your suit ib not robust. We 
would bid three no trump to let 
North choose the final contract Of . 

course, if partner has three-card 
support for spades, a correction to 
four spades would be automfltic- 


Q. S - Nether vulnerable, as 
South you holi- 
es OKQ94 C-AK8 +AK J5S 

The bidding has p roceede d: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
1* DM Pan 24 
*7 T 

What do you hid now? 

A • North might have a complete 
bust. Still, if partner has nothing 
but five low dubs, you should have 
play for game. With the ace of 
hearts marked onside, yoor only 
losers could be a trick in each 
major. Bid a sporting five clubs. 

Q. 6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

4788 t?Q 10983 085 4Q78 

Partner opens the bidding with 
three no crump. What action do you 
take? 

A - Why anyone should even think 
of a better contract than three no 
trump on this weak, balanced hand 
is beyond us. Hope that the two 
queens make the contract 8 sure 
thing. Pass. 


7th Arab Cup Winners’ Cup 

Faisali meet Khreibkeh today 

Crown Prince congratulates Faisali on impressive results 


. By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Faisali 
Wednesday meet Morocco's- 
Olympic Khreibkeh in the 
final match of the 7th Arab 
Cup Winners' Cup hosted by 
Ar Wihdai Club May 13-22 
with eight teams taking 
part. 

AI Faisali became the 
first Jordanian team to qual- 
ify to the championship fi- 
lial after scoring a momen- 
tous 1-0 win over AJ Riyad 
of Saudi Arabia in Monday's 
semifinal match. Their 
Moroccan opponents in the- 
final had scored a 2-1 win 
over Algeria’s Olympic AI 
Mdyah. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Tuesday sent Al 
Faisali a cable of 
congratulations . on 
qualifying to the final 
match and their impressive 
results throughout the 
tournament. 

The team also received a 
similar message from Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

Al Faisali will be going 
into the final match with 
high spirits having the 
home crowd advantage and 
the chance of becoming the 
first Jordanian team to win 
such pn elite Arab soccer 
tournament. 

While the Jordan Cup 
champions do not have easy 



Jordan’s Al Faisali 

opponents they had held 
Khreibkeh to a J-I draw in 
their Group 2 first round en- 
counter in which Al Faisali 
missed many chances to 
score a game-winning goal. 

The other Jordanian 
team in the championship, 
hosts Al Wihdat, were 
knocked out of the first 
round after losing all their 
matches and ending up last 
in their group. 

Participating teams 
included Al Muharraq of 
Bahrain. Qatar's AI ittihad. 
Al Mawrdeh of Sudan. A! 
Mdyah of Algeria. Al Riyad 
of Saudi Arabia. Morocco's 
Olympic Khreibkeh in 
• addition to Jordan's Al 
Faisali and Al Wihdai. 

While Al Wihdat were 


playing the Cup Winner's 
Cup for the first time. Al 
Faisali's participation set a 
championship record with 
their fourth appearance in 
the event. (Al Ramtha were 
the first to represent Jordan 
in 1993). 

Jordanian results in the 
past four Cup Winners' Cup 
participations included two 
draws and 1 1 defeats in 


total. 

Participating teams 
have never before won the 
title or even runner up posi- 
tion. Past champions, no- 
tably teams from Egypt and 
Tunisia, are missing the 
competition especially the 
championship record hold- 
ers. Olympic Baidawi of 
Morocco, who won the title 
a record three consecutive 
times. 


CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD 


VENUE 
Jeddah 1990 
Dubai 1990 
Jeddah 1993 
Doha 1994 
Cairo 1995 
Tunisia 1995 


CHAMPIONS 
Mala'b (Tunisia) 
Olympic (Morocco) 
Olympic (Morocco) 
Olympic (Morocco) 
Ahli (Egypt) 

V. Aniqi (TVr*;?a) 


Porto let Robson take Barcelona job 


LISBON (R) — Porto have 
agreed to release former En- 
gland manager Bobby Rob- 
son from his contract to let 
him take over as coach of 
Spain's Barcelona, a spokes- 
man for the Portuguese club 
said on Monday. 

“Robson has left the dub 
by mutual accord,” the 
spokesman told Reuters by 
telephone from Porto's head- 
quarters in. Oporto. - 

Earlier, Portuguese televi- 
sion had showed images of a 


smiling Robson arriving at 
Porto's Antas ground for a 
morning meeting with direc- 
tors of the dub which he has 
just led to a second successive 
Portuguese championship. 

The 63-year-old coach was 
quoted by Portuguese news 
agency LUS A as saying after- 
wards that the accord had not 
been difficult to reach. 

’ “I am happy to be going to 
train Barcelona but very sad 
to leave Porto for whom I 


wish much success and a third 
championship,'* he said. 

Robson, who still had one 
year to go on his contract, 
will fly to Barcelona, who are 
reputedly paying him some 
20 million pesetas (S160.000), 
a month to take over .from 
Dutchman Johan Cruyff, 
sacked by the Catalan dub on 
Saturday. 

Porto blocked a proposed 
move by Robson to Eng- 
land’s arsenal last year but 


dedded this time to let him 
go- 

Robson, who has two 
championships with Dutdi 
side PSV Eindhoven to his 
managerial credit, told Portq- 
guese sports daily “Record” 
over toe weekend that the' 
offer from Barcelona was just 
too good to turn down. 

“These two and a half 
years (with Porto) have bent, 
marvellous but toe (Baxcclo^ 
na) offer was too good to 
renise.'^ffe said. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Luxurious apartment with deluxe furniture in a 
distinguished location in Shmeisani. Consists of 
three bedrooms, one of them master, three salons, 
dining lounge, three bathrooms, fully-equipped 
kitchen, with telephone and garage. 

Call the owner at Tel. 07935327 


WANTED FOR RENT 

A German expert is seeking a 3-bedroom 
unfurnished or semi-fumished ground 
floor apartment or villa with garden. 
Preferably located in Jabal Al-Weibdeh, 
Jabal Al-Hussein or Jabal Amman 
between 1 st and 4th Circles. 

Tel. 649023 from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


FOR SALE 

Head offices of three floors, total area of app. 
1000 sq’.m., centrally heated, 15 cubic meters 
fuel tank, 4 split A/C units in main offices, 
central key system, automatic remote control 
gates ana garage, three phase electricity, 
parking, central T.V. antenna, satellite dish, 
three flag lighting system, 10 telephone lines. 
Prime prestigious location, suitable for 
embassy, or major company offices. 

Contact Tel.: 602161 


"-'Lki 


HOUSE FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 
In a Quiet Residential Area. 

Ground floor of a two-floor building 300 sq.m., 
4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spacious living 
quarters, glassed-in veranda, Patio 40 sq.m 
separate entrances, garden, garage, water 
reservations, separate heating system, 2 
telephone lines. 

For more information please call 819379 


AMMAN 

BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 


• ■ so T'-T'fc- t'x&iii'irt v 
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DE LA SALLE COLLEGE 




Is in need of I.G.C.S.E. teachers in all subjects for 
academic year 1996/1997. 

Qualifications required: 

* At least 3 years experience in teaching I.G.C.S.E. 

* University graduate. 

Applications available at the school's 

administration. 

Jabal AI Hussfen - Amman, 

Tel: 666428 Fax: 604629 


<wwv 

'WWl 


The ABS is pleased to announce 
that it will be offering its tenth 
annual Summer School from 
Saturday 6 July until Thursday 
I August 1996; six days a week 
from 9 am until 1 :30 pm. 

The programme will include a 
variety of academic, creative 
and sporting activities for 
children aged 4 -18. ha addition 
to languages, there will be many 
field trips and special courses 
in Math, Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics for IGCSE / GCE / IB 
levels. 

For more information about a 
stimulating and a most 
enjoyable Summer Programme 
for your child, please contact 
the school: 


Summer School 1996 
Phone: 845572/ 847191 
Fax: 834603 

P.O.Box 441 Sweileh, 11910 Jordan 


Sharon Stone & * Terminal Velocity 

Robert Deniro.. in Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CaSinO * joy Story 


Shows: 12:15, 3:15. 6:00, 9:00 


Show: 5:00 


CONCORD “1” 

* DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15 

* ONLY YOU 

Shows: 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

* ONLY YOU 

Shows: 5:00, 8:30 

* FAIR GAME 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 10:30 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 


Watch !!! Arab Human Rights 

the new play “gSftlS.”' 


For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 


I 
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NATO will not 
chase Karadzic 



BRUSSELS iKl — NATO 
v-i.S .tos unleash hugs force 
F.osnic to hunt down Bcs- 
.i:.\i Serb leader Rarirw. 
I^.radzic if :!’c inrcnu'.tiora! 

• s.rpnign “ash him r.-j t of 
' -..cr fails. .‘Miaace sources 
. d • r. Tuesday. 

T .iuy siid NATO cotr.sTWn- 
considered Mr. Karadzic 

■ • "not worth one single 
•. . .er’s life" e.-er. though his 

rvriiv.a! from power is a key 
.or Jii.cit of the Daylon 
rv:.:e n:c.v.1s which •-•nded 
•; v.jr ir. Eosnia. 

Vh.- a. rr.m.ir.ders* 's 

■ : -rro;!; supported hv 

:uv. Britain and the* L’n- 
;!i d the main mrin- 

:.rv- r.i: do rating in NATO's 
r-i’.H-’-sTroiig peace Jr.iple- 
neatarion Force lIFORi. 

A!i three arc anxious lo 
’ ivr :;ry r.-Mi.tiiics to e mini- 

‘■’•Vliarese: the moral arcu- 

■ :er*rs <*.f hrmsina Karadzic 10 

i.aei lheie are forgotten the 
.-semen! one sneaks of 
: No one is prs- 

- jc take casualties for 

• r..JL:ic He is not worth 
• . \. r.v; life." o:te .-.ourre 

vli j.-i'.ies of the comtsiur.- 
r«u mie t<. Mr. Karadzic 
NATO risks going down 
. ;o;..! trodden hy ii.sprede- 
r-ti'f. 'he v. hi lied Nations. 

r i i'll saw it*, credibility 

-itted >n Bosnia after failing 
. : i.:.i A.-vds and act:.*".. 

**f 1FOK :s soft on the 
:v.S : 0 tie end of Dayton. 

■ said one diplomat. 

: side pendent analysis argue 




... — — t^T! 

JERUSALEM 
— ""fee U.S. human 
• j •• ?afes*i- 

j‘ vMxt.icd the 
:.c oman National Author- 
.... or. 1 uesda; over its arrest 
•».* a Gaza human rights activ- 
ist who had called it corrupt 
and dictatorial. 

Palestinian Prosecutor 
General Khaled A1 Qidra 
said on Sunday that police 
had r nested lyad A1 Sarraj 
on Su.'vrday and charged him 
With ’distoration and slan- 
der." 

Dr. Sarraj. a psychiatrist 
m;S human rights" activist. 

• detained once last year 
>.i: .he same charges. This 
■inc. he was quoted in the 
>V'v York Times newspaper 
ts >aying dint the Palestinian 
.vgcie. ir. rhe.rge of the Giza 
> ird parts of the West 
?•:!!* k since 19?-. was “cor- 
diciuional. and opperi- 


that weakness over Mr. 
Karadzic would make it 
easier for the Bosnian Serbs 
to realise their main aim, the 
rewriting of Dayton to pre- 
vent any emergence of a 
multi-ethnic Bosnian state. 

"The only real split in the 
Serb camp is on methods, not 
on aims. Under no circumst- 
ance do they want to be 
under any Muslim-dominated 
government," said Junathan 
Eyai of London’s royal Un- 
ited Services Institute. 

He added that Mr. Karad- 
zic’s future was linked to the 
wider question of how far the 
West was prepared to stick to 
the letter of Dayton — 
already a cause of renewed 
U.S. -European tensions. 

In Hague, the U.N. crimin- 
al tribunal for former Yugos- 
lavia said it would hear evi- 
dence against Mr. Karadzic 
and ; iis military chief. Gener- 
al Ratko Mladic, next month 
under its “rule 61” proce- 
dure. 

Mr. Karadzic and Gen. 
Mladic have been indicted 
twice in their absence by the 
tribunal. They are accused of 
being responsible for geno- 
cide and crimes against 
humanity in connection with 
the serge of Sarajevo and the 
fall last year of the U.N. 
"safe area.” at Srebrenica in 
eastern Bosnia. 

"Rule 61 is a reminder thaf 
iiie accused are charged with 
crimes which demand a legal 
accounting." tribunal spokes- 
man Christian Charter said. 


ips protest 

st's arrest i 

On Tuesday, three U.S. 
human rights groups — Hu- 
man Rights Watch, the Inter- 
nationa! Human Rights Law 
group and the Robert F. 
Kennedy Memorial Centre 
for Human Rights — said 
they had protested against 
the arrest. 

“We are deeply concerned 
at the apparent" pattern of 
arrest and detention of activ- 
ists who criticise the Palesti- 
nian authority.” the U.S. 
rights groups said in a joint 
letter to Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat. 

"The purpose of these de- 
tentions appears to be to 
punish or intimidate those 
who wish to express criticism 
and dissent." said the letter, 
which was also sent to the 
media. 

Nabil Amr. a member of 
the Palestinian Legislative 

(Continued on page 7) 
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: SsraeE to expel Syrian soldier 

‘ TEL A\ :v |Ri — A court in northern Israel on Tuesday 
. ordered the expulsion oi a 20-year-old Syrian soldier who 
ii.id c:o‘..»ed into Israel to escape an unhappy life in Syria. 
R .d:o Mid. The radio said it was not dear yet 
. ■.‘'•■iVi :!:e soldier, frv:r. Darsita village, would be sent 
• to S> ria or lo anotli-j; country- The soldier penetrated 
I- r.-.d- -Syrian border on May 12 before his capture by 
; *sr.:e ! ! security forces, the radio said. It said he was not 
. Yippj uirlt his Itfe. deciding to defect after his commanders 
•LViJcd * • vnd him to a faraway base. The court in acre 
' > :dcr-‘J !i.r ruicmn in cu$tod> for another 15 days while 
I arrangement?, are made for his expulsion. 

: Assad featured in Israeli election posters 

T!:I. .\\T- *A?* — Jerusalem looked a little bit like 
D ini;i? cu:- on luesday. and many residents did a double 
after parsing poster} featuring Syrian President Hafez 
\ A- Asvad pli-stered on billboards in the city centre. The 
; iirs-. ned posters show ? charcoal sketch of Mr. Assad's 
’ ‘w.-.m perched atop the Golan Heights and hovering over 
; the Sec of Galilee. A question written in Hebrew asks." 
WJ-o -,vi I! vru vote for’.'" 

Syria’s minister of Islamic endowments dies 

! L'A.MASCUS (R) — Syria’s Minister of Islamic Endow- 


Mond. ; » ar-d 7u and was to "be buried on Tuesday in his 
l.or'etown of Herr.*., ?.uu kilometres north of Damascus. 
No 'cpiacement has been announced yet for the post which 
! Turabuls; held since 1987. 

> isras3i Oificiai in Muscat to open office 

j MUSCAT (R) — An Israeli official who will head his 
I country’s first trade mission in a Gulf Arab state and was 
! holding talks with Omani Foreign Ministry officials in 
[ Muscat on Tuesday, diplomats said. They said Oded 
Bcnhaisr. arrived in Muscat on Monday night at uic ueau an 
j Israel? delegation preparing to open the trade office in 
j Mys:.- : ** was not clear when a formal ceremony would be 
t heiti. Oman and Israel agreed last year to exchange trade 
1 missions and take other steps to boost cooperation but 
i stepped short of forging official diplomatic relations. 

> Israeli newspaper folds after 71 years 

r 

! TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s Davar Rishon newspaper folded 
‘ on Tuesday, 71 years after its founding, saying it was 
5 amble to attract investors who could keep it running. The 
j daily had failed in its plans to merge ^ith Telegraph, a daily 
i business newspaper which closed or Monday after three 
year? in business. The Hisiadrul trade unions federation 
I started the newspaper as Davar, a mouthpiece for Zionism 
{ and the pre-state labour movement. 




BLAST IN DELHI: Indian firefighters rummage through smouldering markets gutted after a bomb 
devastated the bustling area in New Delhi ON Tuesday. At least 20 people were killed and dozens 
injured in the blast A militant separatist group fighting the government in the northern state of 
Kashmir claimed responsbility for the explosion (Reuters photo) 


Syria 

warns 

Turkey 

DAMASCUS (R.) — Syria 
on Tuesday blasted Turkey 
for boosting its military ties 
with Israel and said such a 
step would provoke the Tur- 
kish Muslim people and drag 
Ankara into conflicts. 

Syrian information officials 
also accused Turkish Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz of 
adopting hostile policies 
against neighbouring Syria 
and said Damascus retained 
the ri *Ii: c ra-iv-ni ar*. 

military ai.iance that 
threatened its security. 

“The Tcrkish-Israeli milit- 
ary deal \ tr : T \ - lin'-CF: 1 ' 
action by me Turkisi. govern- 
ment towards Arabs," 
Mohammad Khair AJ Wadi, 
director-general of the gov- 
ernment daily Tishreen, said. 

The deal "puts Turkey in 
confrontation with the whole 
Arab Nation and creates 
more problems for it with 
Arab states.” 

Mr. Wadi added in a front- 
page commentary: "The gov- 
ernment of Yilmaz has esca- 
lated its hostile language 
against Syria and Arabs and 
increased the uncordial state- 
ments which escalate tension 
and push ties to more de- 
terioration." 

Mr. Wadi’s remarks came 
a day after the head of Tur- 
key's navy began a visit to 
Israel to further boost milit- 
ary ties after both states 
signed a military cooperation 
deal in February. 

Turkish President Suley- 
man Demirel escaped an 
assassination attempt on 
Saturday by a lone gunman 
who said he was protesting 
the military agreement, 
whose articles were kept sec- 
ret. The would-be assassin 
was overpowered by Mr. De- 
mirel’s bodyguards. 

First word of Turkey’s 
February military deal with 
Israel, which leaked to Tur- 
kish newspapers last month, 
touched off sharp criticism 
from Muslim states, charging 
Ankara with a betrayal of 
solidarity against the Jewish 
state. 

“The Turkish authorities 
have brought the Zionist 
monster, whose teeth and 
nails arc stained with the 
blood of the innocent people 
in Lebanon and Palestine 
into the Turkish society,” 
Mr. Wadi said. 

“Such a step constitutes a 
dear provocation of the feel- 
ings of the Islamic people of 
Turkey ... it drags Turkey 
into conflicts that it has no- 
thing to do with,” he added. 

Turkey's state-run Anato- 
lian news agency said Admir- 
al Guven Erkaya arrived in 
Israel on Monday to visit a 
naval base at Haifa and 
amunition production centre 
as guest of his Israeli counter- 
part, Maior-General Alex 
Tal. 

The media said Turkey and 
Israel would hold joint naval 
exercises but there was no 
Offidal confirmation of the 
report. 

Another offidal daily, A1 
Baath, said Damascus would 
not allow its territory to be 
used to attack Turkey but at 
the same time would not re- 
main idle towards any 
alliance that endangers its 
security. 

"Syria, which repeatedly 
affirmed its rejection of the 
launching of any aggressive 
action against Turkey from 
its lands, reiterates commit- 
ment to its legitimate right to 
confront any military alliance 
that threatens its security," it 
said. 


Higher Court dismisses challenge 
to mobile phone license agreement 


By a Jordan Times 
Stall Reporter 

AMMAN — The Higher 
COurt of Justice on Tuesday 
dismissed a case filed by the 
National Company for Tele- 
communications challenging 
a government derision last 
year to grant a licence for 
mobile telephones to a local 
firm associated with ah 
American company listed in 
the Arab boycott of Israel. 

The case was seen as set- 
ting a precedent in terms of 
Jordan and the decades-old 
Ar?'c tc'-coli oi Israel follow- 
ing the signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty in October 1994. 

me treaty/iordan amended 
all its internal laws and reg- 
ulations that had blocked 
economic and commercial re- 
lations with Israel, but a 
boycott of Israel law has not 
been formally repealed. 
However, the amendments to 
other legislation have effec- 
tively replaced the boycott of 
Israel law. 

The case involving the 
mobile phone services. 


however, was based on an 
argument that on the day the 
decision was taken to license 
the Jordan Mobile Phone 
Services Company, the 
boycott of Israel law was 
effective, and, as such, the 
dedsion was null and void. 

Ruling against the National 
Company for Telecom- 
munications, the Higher 
Court of Justice found that 
“all decisions and measures 
taken in the course of award- 
ing this tender (for cellular 
phone services in Jordan) and 
issuinc the licence were 
sol .id and correct and in 
harmony with the Jordanian 
laws and regulations concern- 
ing tenders.” a legal source 

according to bussinessmen 
familiar with the case, the 
basis for the lawsuit was that 
the government awarded the 
contract to the Jordan Mobile 
Telephone Services Com- 
pany (Fastlink), which is 
assodated with the American 
giant Motorola, despite what 


That certificate, supposed 
to have been issued by the 
Jordanian government, 
would have affirmed that the 
company was not affiliated 
with any firm which was in 
the Arab boycott list. 

The failure to provide the 
certificate, according to the 
plaintiff, was a major breach . 
of the conditions attached to 
the tender. 

Motorola's name was in 
the blacklist “on the day 
when the tenders were 
opened and therefore it was a 
failure, according to the 
plaintiff, on the part of the 
company to meet the full 
conditions," said a business- 
man. 

The licence was issued to 
the Jordan Mobile Services 
Company, whose offer top- 
ped all others at a minimum 
of JD 38 million in revenues 
to the government in five 
years, several million dinars 
higher than all other offers. 

Under the agreement, the 
company paid JD 10 million 


the plaintiffs saw as a dear .upon signature of the con- 
failure of the company to tract, and provided a bank 


provide a key certificate 
along with its tender. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Opposition 

criticises 

foreign 

policy 

By Mervat Suwadeb 

Special totbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A coalition of 
nine opposition parties, on 
Tuesday strongly criticised 
the government’s foreign 
policy, which, they con- 
tended, was a reflection of 
U.S. polities aiming at press- 
uring Iraq and Syria and 
promoting Israel’s role in the 
region. 

The opposition parties also 
accused the government of 
adding to the “suffering" of 
the Jordanians to “distract 
them from questioning its 
policies.” 

"The government’s poli- 
ties are an extreme response 
to U.S. policies and priorities 
in the region,” said the coali- 
tion spokesman, Tayseer 
Hftnsi.” These policies are 
doomed to fail especially 
when the government takes 
part in alliances that aim at 
pressuring neighbouring ■ 
Arab countries, namely Syria 
and Iraq,” Mr. Himsi told a 
press conference. 

The opposition parties also ! 
urged the Palestinian people i 
to reject any form of federa- i 
tion or confederation with 
Jordan during the final status 
negotiations dated to resume 
after the May 29 Israeli 
general elections. 

“It is well known that the 
future political links between 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
National Authority were dis- 
cussed during the Cairo sum- 
mit despite the government’s 
constant denial of confedera- 
tion or federation plans with 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority," said Deputy 
Mohammad Owaida of the 
Islamic Action Front. 

Dr. Owaida, whose party 
has become increasingly cri- 
tical of the government fol- 
lowing four months of a tacit 
truce between them, said any 
federation or confederation 
between the Kingdom and 
the Palestinians would harm 
the Palestinian case and will 
help Israel "shirk its respon- 
sibilities towards the Palesti- 
nian people.” 

(Continued on page 71 


Kuwait sees benefits in Iraq oil deal 


KUWAIT lRl — Kuwait will 
cheer an oil-for-food pact 
between former occupier Iraq 
and the United Nations 
because it could hasten 
payment of Gulf war 
compensation and reduce 
pressure for lifting 
sanctions, officials and 
diplomats said on Tuesday. 

But the emirate, occupied 
by Iraq in 1990-91, will slick 
to ils position that it will noi 
lower its oil production to 
make way lor revived Iraqi oil 
exports, they said. 

“Kuwait's position is 
already known. It is not ready 
to cni_ production." one oil 
induMr> source said by 
telephone. 

“\Vc were among the first 
io ask Iraq to accept the 
agreement because it was the 


only way to improve the 
conditions of the Iraqi 
people." a senior official 
who declined to he identified 
said. 

The accord allows Iraq, 
which has the world's second 
largest oil reserves, to sell 
$2 billion worth of oil over 
six months to buy food and 
medicine for its people, 
suffering under more than 
live years of strict economic 
sanctions. 

The sale, subject to 
renewal, is an exemption to 
sanctions imposed after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait on Aug. 2. 
I non. The plan deducts 30 
per cent of revenue for a Gulf 
war reparations fund and 
smaller sums to meet U.N. 
costs for disarmament in Iraq. 

“It’s areal news." Kuwaiti 


compensation official Adel 
Assem said by telephone. 

Mr. Assem, general 
manager of the Public 
Authority for Compensation 
for Damages Resulting from 
Iraq aggression, said his 
preliminary estimate was oil 
sale revenue might be 
available for use in 
compensation payments in 
about four months’ time. 

Over the past five years 
Kuwait has filed claims of 
about SI00 billion for 
damage resulting from Iraq's 
seven-month occupation. So 
far 50.000 Kuwaiti claims 
worth a total of about S460 
million have been approved 
by j U.N. compensation 
committee. 

The signing of the accord, 
will also help Kuwait by 


removing some of the 
humanitarian basis for Iraq's 
campaign for the lifting or 
easing of the U.N. Security 
Council sanctions. 

Iraq’s diplomatic offensive 
has 31 times cast Kuwait in 
the role of a venegeful and 
hard-hearted former foe 
seeking maximum 
punishment for the 
occupation. 

Kuwait has responded by 
emphasising that thq issue of 
sanctions is one between Iraq 
and the Security Council. It 
has expressed grave concern 
over humanitarian suffering 
in Iraq and sends regular aid 
shipments to tens of 
thousands of Iraqi Gulf war 
refugees sheltering in 
neighbouring Iran. 


International team says Security 
Council is violating U.N. Charter 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A report by an 
international study team 
documenting the impact of 
sanctions on Iraqi civilians 
with a particular focus on 
child health has charged the 
U.N. Security Council with 
procedural and substantive 
violations of the U.N. Char- 
ter and international law. 

According to the report, 
the Security Council has 
violated its procedural duties 
by failing to “acknowledge its 
own legal responsibility to 
protea the rights of Iraqi 
civilians suffering under sanc- 
tions," and monitor the im- 
pact of sanctions on human 
rights. 

Furthermore, the report 
asserted that the Security 
Council violated the subst- 
ance of international and hu- 
man rights l3w by denying 
Iraqi children the right to "life, 
"considered by the U.N. Hu- 
man Rights Committee the 
supreme right from which no 
derogation is permitted even 
in time of public emergency,” 
and by violating the well- 
established legal norms of the 


Geneva Convention which 
prohibits “any attack which 
may be expected to cause 
incidental loss of civilian life, 
injury to civilians, damage to 
civilians’ objects ... which 
would be excessive in relation 
to the concrete and direct 
military advantage antici- 
pated." 

The report, which was real- 
ised in New York on Sunday, 
in London on Monday and 
here on Tuesday, was pre- 
pared by the New York based 
Centre for Economic and So- 
cial Rights (CESR) after a 
one-month mission of 24 re- 
searchers and lawyers from 
eight different countries. 

Presenting the report, 
Sa'ad Hamid, Middle East 
projea coordinator at the 
CESR, said that .Security 
Council Resolution 661 
adopted in August 1990 fol- 
lowing Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait, represented “the 
most comprehensive sanc- 
tions system in history,” plac- 
ing a total ban on all Iraqi 
imports and exports. 

“We produced a legal re- 
port to challenge the legality 
of the sanctions," Mr. Hamid 
told a press conference. 


Confirming the results of 
several studies conducted af- 
ter the Gulf war, asserting a 
dramatic increase in the in- 
fant mortality rate and esti- 
mating that over half a mil- 
lion children have died as a 
result of sanctions, the CESR 
report identified “two syner- 
gistic factors” of infant mor- 
tality: “Poor nutrition and 
increased prevalence of dis- 
ease, compounded by in- 
adequate health services.” 

Prior to sanctions, potable 
water networks served 93 and 
70 per cent respectively of the 
urban and rural population, 
the report said, today “water 
plants throughout Iraq are 
now operating at extremely 
limited capacity, and the sew- 
age system has virtually 
ceased to function.” 

"The argument of the 
Security Gouncil, according 
to which the Iragi regime 
bears the responsibility be-' 
cause it has the means to 
alleviate the people’s suffer- 
ing but does not an accor- 
dingly, is inadmissible,’* Mr. 
Hamid said. 

Referring to allegations 
made in the past by U.S. 
Representative at the Secur- 



ity Council Madeleine 
Albright according to which 
the Iraqi government had ac- 
cess to SI billion but used 
that money to build palaces 

and mansions, Mr. Hamid 
said his team travelled all 
over Iraq “without seeing or 
hearing about such man- 
sions.” 

“First of all, it is inadmissi- 
ble to hold this kind of an 
argument because the Secur- 
ity Council is responsible for 
the humanitarian rights of the 
Iraqi people, regardless their 
government's strategies and 
policies,’; Mr. Hamid said. 

Opposing Ms. Albright's 
allegations against the Iraqi 
regime, Mr. Hamid said that, 
on the contrary, the teani 
found out that “the (Iraqi) 
government is prioritising the 
humanitarian need for its 
people, especially maintain- 
ing a beneficial rationing sys- 

Accordirig to the CESR 
report, the food rationing 
system instituted by the Iraqi 
government in September 
HOT,' one month after the 
Security Council imposed the 

(Continued on page 7) 


COLUMN 

oBioiii 


Baby born in flight 

CHICAGO (R) - 

continental flight 
touched down in Cleveland 
it had picked up a passen- 
oer — a baby giri bom in 
die restroom. NguyetPham 
and her new daughter are 
both in excellent shape, a 

spokeswoman 

cental Airlines said. The 

airline said Pham, her hus- 
band and another child 

were flying » Cleveland 
from Chicago when she 
went into labour, went to 
the restroom and delivered 
the child with help from 
flight attendants and a doc- 
tor who was a passenger. 
The baby was bom two 
minutes 'before the flight 
landed in Cleveland. 

Welsh village 
poised for 
European 
adventure 

CARDIFF lR> — A tiny 
Welsh village with two 
pubs and a population of 
954 has been celebrating 
after their local amateur 
team qualified to join Euro- 
pean soccers top clubs in 
next season's Cup Winners 
Cup competition. Llansant- 
ffraid-Y m-Mechain, a rural 
community with no previ- 
ous claims to fame, will 
join the likes of Paris St. 
Germain and Liverpool 
after winning a penalty 
shoot-out against profes- 
sional opponents Barry 
Town in the Welsh Cup 
Final. At the nearby cattle 
market, ihe entire popula- 
tion are waiting to discover 
who their local heroes will 
be drawn against. 

Hong Kong 
yachtsmen vote to 

keep ‘Royal’ tag 

HONG KONG (R) — 
Hong; Kong yachtsmen 
voted Monday to keep the 
name of their club "Royal,*’ 
a move some fear puts 
them on a collision course 
with China’s Communist 
authorities after Britain 
hands the colony over in 
1997. For a second time in 
under a year, members of 
the Royal Hong Kong 
Yacht Club (RHKYC). one 
of Hong Kong's few re- 
maining bastions of British 
colonial customs and privi- 
lege, agonised then opted 
to hang on to their “Royal" 
tag, if only by default. 

Volcano may 
have hastened 
Napoleon's 
Waterloo 

LONDON (R) — Napo- 
leon’s defeat at the Battle 
of Waterloo in June 1815 
may have been aided by the 
eruption of a volcano in the 
East Indies, a British maga- 
zine said. The Geographi- 
cal Magazine said unusual- 
ly heavy rains which made 
the ground between Paris 
and Brussels almost impas- 
sable hampered Napo- 
leon s attempt to launch an 
attack on Brussels. Geolo- 
gist Kenneth Spink was 
quoted as saving many 
geologists believe the hea- 
vy rains were caused by the 
eruption in April 1815 of 
Tombo.ro, a volcano on an 
island in Indonesia. 

Scots couple set 
up Loch Ness 
Monster Fan Club 

INVERNESS, Scotland 
A Scottish couple 
set up a Loch Ness Monster 
Fan Club after reporting 
tnar they caught sight of the 
legendary creature. “We 
fed there should be a fan 
club dedicated to Nessie. 1 
worked at a hotel on the 
shores of Loch Ness and 
tourists were always asking 
u there was a club they 
jould join,” said its 
founder. Kathy Campbell, 
ine and her husband Gary 
decided to act after spotting 
something lurking in the 
loch earlier this year. ‘T 
saw something very large 
break the surface and then 
11 just disappeared. I am 
convinced it was Nessie," 
Cary said. 





